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“A masterfully written saga of family drama in the vein of Celeste Ng, Liane Moriarty,
and Sally Hepworth” (Book Reporter) about a blended family in crisis after a drunk
driving accident leaves one parent’s daughter dead—and the other’s son charged with
manslaughter. Divorce lawyer Leigh Huyett knows all too well that most second
marriages are doomed to fail. Yet five years in, she and Pete Conley couldn’t be
happier with their blended family. But one rainy Friday night, on the way back from
celebrating their anniversary, Peter and Leigh receive horrific news. Peter’s son Kip, a
high school senior, has crashed his truck and been arrested for drunk driving. And
Leigh’s fourteen-year-old daughter, Chrissy, was with him. Twelve hours later, Chrissy
is dead and Kip is charged with manslaughter. Reeling with grief, Leigh nonetheless
does her best to rally behind Peter and Kip. That is, until Kip changes his story and
claims that he wasn’t driving after all—Chrissy was, and he swears there is a witness.
As they hurtle toward Kip’s trial date, husband and wife are torn between loyalty to
their children and to each other, while the mystery of what really happened that night
looms large.
The four volume set consists of ninety-seven of the pamphlets originally published as
the University of Minnesota pamphlets on American writers. Some have been revised
and updated.
Detective Harriet Blue is determined to clear a convicted killer's name . . . but when
there's another murder, can she escape the madmen holding her hostage? What are
the chances that convicted killer Sam Blue is innocent of the serial murders of three
young women? Determined to clear his name, no matter the cost to her career,
Detective Harriet Blue accepts a risky reassignment to a remote town where a diary
found on the roadside reveals a murderous plan. And the first killing, shortly after her
arrival, suggests that the clock is already ticking. Meanwhile, back in the city, a young
woman holds the key to crack Harriet's brother's case wide open. If only she could
escape the madmen holding her hostage.
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Night Circus, a timeless love story
set in a secret underground world—a place of pirates, painters, lovers, liars, and ships
that sail upon a starless sea. Zachary Ezra Rawlins is a graduate student in Vermont
when he discovers a mysterious book hidden in the stacks. As he turns the pages,
entranced by tales of lovelorn prisoners, key collectors, and nameless acolytes, he
reads something strange: a story from his own childhood. Bewildered by this
inexplicable book and desperate to make sense of how his own life came to be
recorded, Zachary uncovers a series of clues—a bee, a key, and a sword—that lead him
to a masquerade party in New York, to a secret club, and through a doorway to an
ancient library hidden far below the surface of the earth. What Zachary finds in this
curious place is more than just a buried home for books and their guardians—it is a
place of lost cities and seas, lovers who pass notes under doors and across time, and
of stories whispered by the dead. Zachary learns of those who have sacrificed much to
protect this realm, relinquishing their sight and their tongues to preserve this archive,
and also of those who are intent on its destruction. Together with Mirabel, a fierce, pinkhaired protector of the place, and Dorian, a handsome, barefoot man with shifting
alliances, Zachary travels the twisting tunnels, darkened stairwells, crowded ballrooms,
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and sweetly soaked shores of this magical world, discovering his purpose—in both the
mysterious book and in his own life.
Take the ride of a lifetime with this mother/son buddy comedy James Patterson praises
as “audacious, addictive, highly entertaining.” ? Eighteen-year-old aspiring comic Joey
Rossi just found out his boyfriend has been cheating on him for the past ten months.
But what did he expect? Joey was born with an addiction to toxic jerks—something he
inherited from his lovably messy, wisecracking, Italian-American spitfire of a mom (and
best friend): 34-year-old Gia Rossi. When Gia’s latest non-relationship goes up in
flames only a day later, the pair’s Bayonne, New Jersey apartment can barely contain
their rage. In a misguided attempt at revenge, Joey and Gia inadvertently commit a
series of crimes and flee the state, running to the only good man either of them has
ever known—Gia’s ex, Marco. As they hide out from the law at Marco’s secluded lake
house, Joey and Gia must confront all the bad habits and mistakes they’ve made that
have led them to this moment—and find a way to take responsibility for what they’ve
done.
From Jennifer Weiner, the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Who Do You Love
and In Her Shoes comes a smart, thoughtful, and timely exploration of two sisters’ lives
from the 1950s to the present as they struggle to find their places—and be true to
themselves—in a rapidly evolving world. Mrs. Everything is an ambitious, richly textured
journey through history—and herstory—as these two sisters navigate a changing America
over the course of their lives. Do we change or does the world change us? Jo and
Bethie Kaufman were born into a world full of promise. Growing up in 1950s Detroit,
they live in a perfect “Dick and Jane” house, where their roles in the family are clearly
defined. Jo is the tomboy, the bookish rebel with a passion to make the world more fair;
Bethie is the pretty, feminine good girl, a would-be star who enjoys the power her
beauty confers and dreams of a traditional life. But the truth ends up looking different
from what the girls imagined. Jo and Bethie survive traumas and tragedies. As their
lives unfold against the background of free love and Vietnam, Woodstock and women’s
lib, Bethie becomes an adventure-loving wild child who dives headlong into the
counterculture and is up for anything (except settling down). Meanwhile, Jo becomes a
proper young mother in Connecticut, a witness to the changing world instead of a
participant. Neither woman inhabits the world she dreams of, nor has a life that feels
authentic or brings her joy. Is it too late for the women to finally stake a claim on happily
ever after? In her most ambitious novel yet, Jennifer Weiner tells a story of two sisters
who, with their different dreams and different paths, offer answers to the question: How
should a woman be in the world?
A Lambda Literary Award Finalist: from "an extraordinary new voice," a "passionate and
clear-eyed and unputdownable" meditation on queerness, family, and desire (Mary
Karr). For as long as they can remember, Cyrus Grace Dunham felt like a visitor in their
own body. Their life was a series of imitations—lovable little girl, daughter, sister, young
gay woman—until their profound sense of alienation became intolerable. Moving
between Grace and Cyrus, Dunham brings us inside the chrysalis of gender transition,
asking us to bear witness to an uncertain and exhilarating process that troubles our
most basic assumptions about who we are and how we are constituted. Written with
disarming emotional intensity in a voice uniquely theirs, A Year Without a Name is a
potent, thrillingly unresolved queer coming of age story. Named one of Fall 2019's Most
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Anticipated Books by: Time NYLON Vogue ELLE Buzzfeed Bustle O Magazine
Harper's Bazaar
An instant New York Times Bestseller! Longlisted for the 2019 National Book Award for
Fiction, the Carnegie Medal in Fiction, the 2019 Aspen Words Literacy Prize, and the
PEN/Hemingway Debut Novel Award Shortlisted for the 2019 Center for Fiction First
Novel Prize Winner of the 2019 New England Book Award for Fiction! Named one of
the most anticipated books of 2019 by Vulture, Entertainment Weekly, Buzzfeed, Los
Angeles Times, Boston Globe, Oprah.com, Huffington Post, The A.V. Club, Nylon, The
Week, The Rumpus, The Millions, The Guardian, Publishers Weekly, and more. “A
lyrical work of self-discovery that’s shockingly intimate and insistently universal…Not so
much briefly gorgeous as permanently stunning.” —Ron Charles, The Washington Post
Poet Ocean Vuong’s debut novel is a shattering portrait of a family, a first love, and the
redemptive power of storytelling On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous is a letter from a son
to a mother who cannot read. Written when the speaker, Little Dog, is in his late
twenties, the letter unearths a family’s history that began before he was born — a
history whose epicenter is rooted in Vietnam — and serves as a doorway into parts of
his life his mother has never known, all of it leading to an unforgettable revelation. At
once a witness to the fraught yet undeniable love between a single mother and her son,
it is also a brutally honest exploration of race, class, and masculinity. Asking questions
central to our American moment, immersed as we are in addiction, violence, and
trauma, but undergirded by compassion and tenderness, On Earth We’re Briefly
Gorgeous is as much about the power of telling one’s own story as it is about the
obliterating silence of not being heard. With stunning urgency and grace, Ocean Vuong
writes of people caught between disparate worlds, and asks how we heal and rescue
one another without forsaking who we are. The question of how to survive, and how to
make of it a kind of joy, powers the most important debut novel of many years. Named
a Best Book of the Year by: GQ, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist, Library Journal, TIME,
Esquire, The Washington Post, Apple, Good Housekeeping, The New Yorker, The New
York Public Library, Elle.com, The Guardian, The A.V. Club, NPR, Lithub,
Entertainment Weekly, Vogue.com, The San Francisco Chronicle, Mother Jones, Vanity
Fair, The Wall Street Journal Magazine and more!
With San Francisco under siege and every cop a suspect, the Women's Murder Club
must risk their lives to save the city-and each other. With a beautiful baby daughter and
a devoted husband, Detective Lindsay Boxer can safely say that her life has never
been better. In fact (for a change), things seem to be going well for all the members of
the Women's Murder Club as they gather to celebrate San Francisco Medical Examiner
Claire Washburn's birthday. But the party is cut short when Lindsay is called to a
gruesome crime scene, where a woman has been murdered in broad daylight. As
Lindsay investigates, shocking video footage of another crime surfaces. A video so
horrific that it shakes the city to its core. Their faces obscured by masks, the cold
blooded criminals on the tape could be anyone-and now all of Lindsay's co-workers are
suspects. As a rash of violence sweeps through San Francisco, and public fear and
anger grows, Lindsay and her friends must risk their lives in the name of justice-before
it's too late. With shocking twists and riveting suspense, 14TH DEADLY SIN, proves yet
again that when it comes to suspense fiction, in the words of Jeffrey Deaver: "nobody
does it better" than James Patterson.
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An Instant NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A LOS ANGELES TIMES, BOSTON
GLOBE, WALL STREET JOURNAL, and NATIONAL INDIE BESTSELLER Named A
BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR by *Elle * Real Simple * Kirkus Reviews * BookPage *
"Memoir gold: a profound and exquisitely rendered exploration of identity and the true
meaning of family." --People Magazine "Beautifully written and deeply moving--it
brought me to tears more than once."--Ruth Franklin, The New York Times Book
Review From the acclaimed, best-selling memoirist, novelist and host of the hit podcast
Family Secrets, comes a memoir about the staggering family secret uncovered by a
genealogy test: an exploration of the urgent ethical questions surrounding fertility
treatments and DNA testing, and a profound inquiry of paternity, identity, and love. In
the spring of 2016, through a genealogy website to which she had casually submitted
her DNA for analysis, Dani Shapiro received the stunning news that her beloved
deceased father was not her biological father. Over the course of a single day, her
entire history--the life she had lived--crumbled beneath her. Inheritance is a book about
secrets. It is the story of a woman's urgent quest to unlock the story of her own identity,
a story that had been scrupulously hidden from her for more than fifty years. It is a book
about the extraordinary moment we live in, a moment in which science and technology
have outpaced not only medical ethics but also the capacities of the human heart to
contend with the consequences of what we discover. Dani Shapiro's memoir unfolds at
a breakneck pace--part mystery, part real-time investigation, part rumination on the
ineffable combination of memory, history, biology, and experience that makes us who
we are. Inheritance is a devastating and haunting interrogation of the meaning of
kinship and identity, written with stunning intensity and precision.
Named a Best Book of the Month by CNN and MSNBC Named a Most Exciting New
Book of Fall by PopSugar #1 New York Times bestselling author Philippa Gregory’s
new historical novel tracks the rise of the Tidelands family in London, Venice, and New
England. Midsummer Eve 1670. Two unexpected visitors arrive at a shabby warehouse
on the south side of the River Thames. The first is a wealthy man hoping to find the
lover he deserted twenty-one years before. James Avery has everything to offer,
including the favour of the newly restored King Charles II, and he believes that the
warehouse's poor owner Alinor has the one thing his money cannot buy—his son and
heir. The second visitor is a beautiful widow from Venice in deepest mourning. She
claims Alinor as her mother-in-law and has come to tell Alinor that her son Rob has
drowned in the dark tides of the Venice lagoon. Alinor writes to her brother Ned, newly
arrived in faraway New England and trying to make a life between the worlds of the
English newcomers and the American Indians as they move toward inevitable war.
Alinor tells him that she knows—without doubt—that her son is alive and the widow is an
imposter. Set in the poverty and glamour of Restoration London, in the golden streets of
Venice, and on the tensely contested frontier of early America, this is a novel of greed
and desire: for love, for wealth, for a child, and for home
In between highbrow and lowbrow, there’s Unabrow. "Take the cast of ‘Bridesmaids,’
add a dash of pre-pubescent Eugene Levy, and you have the humor stylings of Una
LaMarche."—Ann Imig, founder of Listen to Your Mother As a girl, Una LaMarche was
as smart as she was awkward. She was blessed with a precocious intellect, a love of all
things pop culture, and eyebrows bushier than Frida Kahlo’s. Adversity made her
stronger...and funnier. In Unabrow, Una shares the cringe-inducing lessons she’s
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learned from a life as a late bloomer, including the seven deadly sins of DIY bangs, how
not to make your own jorts, and how to handle pregnancy, plucking, and the rites of
passage during which your own body is your worst frenemy. For readers who loved
Let’s Pretend This Never Happened and for fans of Mindy Kaling, Tina Fey, and Amy
Schumer, Unabrow is the book June Cleaver would have written if she spent more time
drinking and less time vacuuming.
Journalist Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were
their curse and their salvation. Rex and Rose Mary and their four children lived like
nomads, moving among Southwest desert towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a
charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's imagination,
teaching them how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary painted and wrote and
couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family. When the money ran out,
the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia mining town Rex had tried to escape. As
the dysfunction escalated, the children had to fend for themselves, supporting one
another as they found the resources and will to leave home. Yet Walls describes her
parents with deep affection in this tale of unconditional love in a family that, despite its
profound flaws, gave her the fiery determination to carve out a successful life. -- From
publisher description.
Four friends. Twenty years. One unexpected journey. Inseparable throughout college,
Eva, Benedict, Sylvie, and Lucien graduate in 1997, into an exhilarating world on the
brink of a new millennium. Hopelessly in love with playboy Lucien and eager to shrug
off the socialist politics of her upbringing, Eva breaks away to work for a big bank.
Benedict, a budding scientist who's pined for Eva for years, stays on to complete his
PhD in physics, devoting his life to chasing particles as elusive as the object of his
affection. Siblings Sylvie and Lucien, never much inclined toward mortgages or
monogamy, pursue more bohemian existences-she as an aspiring artist and he as a
club promoter and professional partyer. But as their twenties give way to their thirties,
the group struggles to navigate their thwarted dreams. Scattered across Europe and no
longer convinced they are truly the masters of their fates, the once close-knit friends
find themselves filled with longing for their youth- and for one another. Broken hearts
and broken careers draw the foursome together again, but in ways they never could
have imagined. A dazzling depiction of the highs and lows of adulthood, Invincible
Summer is a story about finding the courage to carry on in the wake of disappointment,
and a powerful testament to love and friendship as the constants in an ever-changing
world.
At Westish College, a small school on the shore of Lake Michigan, baseball star Henry
Skrimshander seems destined for big league stardom. But when a routine throw goes
disastrously off course, the fates of five people are upended. Henry's fight against selfdoubt threatens to ruin his future. College president Guert Affenlight, a longtime
bachelor, has fallen unexpectedly and helplessly in love. Owen Dunne, Henry's gay
roommate and teammate, becomes caught up in a dangerous affair. Mike Schwartz,
the Harpooners' team captain and Henry's best friend, realizes he has guided Henry's
career at the expense of his own. And Pella Affenlight, Guert's daughter, returns to
Westish after escaping an ill-fated marriage, determined to start a new life. As the
season counts down to its climactic final game, these five are forced to confront their
deepest hopes, anxieties, and secrets. In the process they forge new bonds, and help
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one another find their true paths. Written with boundless intelligence and filled with the
tenderness of youth, The Art of Fielding is an expansive, warmhearted novel about
ambition and its limits, about family and friendship and love, and about commitment--to
oneself and to others.
In the new stand-alone thriller from the World's Bestselling author comes a Police
detective by day, celebrity food truck chef by night, now Caleb Rooney has a new title:
Most Wanted. In the Carnival days leading up Mardi Gras, Detective Caleb Rooney
comes under investigation for a murder he is accused of committing in the line of
duty--as a Major Crimes detective for the New Orleans Police Department. Has his
sideline at the Killer Chef food truck given him a taste for murder? While fighting the
charges against him, Rooney makes a pair of unthinkable discoveries. His beloved city
is under threat of attack. And these would-be terrorists may be local. As crowds of
revelers gather, Rooney follows a fearsome trail of clues, racing from outlying districts
into city center. He has no idea what-or who-he'll face in defense of his beloved
hometown, only that innocent lives are at stake.
In 1940s Philadelphia, a childless black couple, Herbie and Noon, are blessed with
daughters when on two separate occasions children are left on their doorstep. A tale of
a close-knit community where "brown faces laughed for real, not the mannered teehees of the workday, but booming laughs." A first novel.
"In her stunning memoir, Kelly Sundberg examines the heart-breaking bonds of love,
detailing her near decade-long marriage’s slide into horrific abuse. Sundberg shares
her own confusions, fears and empathy for her violent husband, even as she comes to
realize he will never change. This is an immensely courageous story that will break your
heart, leave you in tears, and, finally, offer hope and redemption. Brava, Kelly
Sundberg."—Rene Denfeld, author of The Child Finder "A fierce, frightening, soulful
reckoning—Goodbye, Sweet Girl is an expertly rendered memoir that investigates why
we stay in relationships that hurt us, and how we survive when we leave them. Kelly
Sundberg is a force. She has written the rare book that has the power to change
lives."—Christa Parravani, author of Her: A Memoir In this brave and beautiful memoir,
written with the raw honesty and devastating openness of The Glass Castle and The
Liar’s Club, a woman chronicles how her marriage devolved from a love story into a
shocking tale of abuse—examining the tenderness and violence entwined in the
relationship, why she endured years of physical and emotional pain, and how she
eventually broke free. "You made me hit you in the face," he said mournfully. "Now
everyone is going to know." "I know," I said. "I’m sorry." Kelly Sundberg’s husband,
Caleb, was a funny, warm, supportive man and a wonderful father to their little boy
Reed. He was also vengeful and violent. But Sundberg did not know that when she fell
in love, and for years told herself he would get better. It took a decade for her to
ultimately accept that the partnership she desired could not work with such a broken
man. In her remarkable book, she offers an intimate record of the joys and terrors that
accompanied her long, difficult awakening, and presents a haunting, heartbreaking
glimpse into why women remain too long in dangerous relationships. To understand
herself and her violent marriage, Sundberg looks to her childhood in Salmon, a small,
isolated mountain community known as the most redneck town in Idaho. Like her
marriage, Salmon is a place of deep contradictions, where Mormon ranchers and hippie
back-to-landers live side-by-side; a place of magical beauty riven by secret brutality; a
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place that takes pride in its individualism and rugged self-sufficiency, yet is beholden to
church and communal standards at all costs. Mesmerizing and poetic, Goodbye, Sweet
Girl is a harrowing, cautionary, and ultimately redemptive tale that brilliantly illuminates
one woman’s transformation as she gradually rejects the painful reality of her violent
life at the hands of the man who is supposed to cherish her, begins to accept
responsibility for herself, and learns to believe that she deserves better.
With her life on the line and nothing left to lose, Detective Harriet Blue runs from the law
-- and a vicious killer -- in this thrilling New York Times bestseller. In the space of a
week, she has committed theft and fraud, resisted arrest, assaulted a police officer, and
is considered a dangerous fugitive from the law. It's all because of one man, Regan
Banks. He killed the only person in the world who matters to Harriet -- and he plans to
kill her next. As she recklessly speeds toward the dark side -- and finally crosses it -Harriet won't stop until Regan pays for the many lives he has taken.
I knew I was in Paris, I knew that was the Seine beneath me, the sky above, but when I
looked around for help, the grand apartment buildings of the Quai Voltaire stared back
at me, indifferent. Alicia Drake, author of the critically acclaimed biography The
Beautiful Fall, evokes contemporary life in the City of Lights lavishness of Edward St.
Aubyn and the sophistication of Julia Pierpont's Among Ten Thousand Things. I Love
You Too Much is a novel of extraordinary intelligence and heart, a devastating coming
of age story told from the sidelines of Parisian perfection. In the sixth arrondissement
everything is perfect and everyone is lonely. This is the Paris of thirteen-year-old Paul.
Shy and unloved, he quietly observes the lives of the self-involved grown-ups around
him: his glamorous Maman, Séverine, her younger musician lover, Gabriel, and his
fitness-obsessed Papa, Philippe. Always overlooked, it's only a matter of time before
Paul witnesses something that he's not supposed to see... Seeking solace in an
unlikely friendship with rebellious classmate Scarlett and succumbing to the temptation
of the numerous patisseries in his elegant neighborhood, Paul searches for
unconditional love. But what will he do if he can't find it?
FINALIST FOR THE 2018 NEW ENGLAND BOOK AWARD "Both timelessly beautiful
and unbelievably timely."—Chris Bohjalian, New York Times bestselling author of
Midwives and The Flight Attendant A captivating novel of family, fame, and religion that
tells the story of the seventeen-year-old daughter of an evangelical preacher, star of the
family's hit reality show, and the secret pregnancy that threatens to blow their entire
world apart. Esther Ann Hicks--Essie--is the youngest child on Six for Hicks, a reality
television phenomenon. She's grown up in the spotlight, both idolized and despised for
her family's fire-and-brimstone brand of faith. When Essie's mother, Celia, discovers
that Essie is pregnant, she arranges an emergency meeting with the show's producers:
Do they sneak Essie out of the country for an abortion? Do they pass the child off as
Celia's? Or do they try to arrange a marriage--and a ratings-blockbuster wedding?
Meanwhile, Essie is quietly pairing herself up with Roarke Richards, a senior at her
school with a secret of his own to protect. As the newly formed couple attempt to sell
their fabricated love story to the media--through exclusive interviews with an infamously
conservative reporter named Liberty Bell--Essie finds she has questions of her own:
What was the real reason for her older sister leaving home? Who can she trust with the
truth about her family? And how much is she willing to sacrifice to win her own
freedom?
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The Liars' Club brought to vivid, indelible life Mary Karr's hardscrabble Texas childhood.
Cherry, her account of her adolescence, "continued to set the literary standard for
making the personal universal" (Entertainment Weekly). Now Lit follows the selfprofessed blackbelt sinner's descent into the inferno of alcoholism and madness—and to
her astonishing resurrection. Karr's longing for a solid family seems secure when her
marriage to a handsome, Shakespeare-quoting blueblood poet produces a son they
adore. But she can't outrun her apocalyptic past. She drinks herself into the same
numbness that nearly devoured her charismatic but troubled mother, reaching the brink
of suicide. A hair-raising stint in "The Mental Marriott," with an oddball tribe of gurus and
saviors, awakens her to the possibility of joy and leads her to an unlikely faith. Not since
Saint Augustine cried, "Give me chastity, Lord—but not yet!" has a conversion story rung
with such dark hilarity. Lit is about getting drunk and getting sober; becoming a mother
by letting go of a mother; learning to write by learning to live. Written with Karr's
relentless honesty, unflinching self-scrutiny, and irreverent, lacerating humor, it is a truly
electrifying story of how to grow up—as only Mary Karr can tell it.
In 1992, celebrated novelist Ann Patchett launched her remarkable career with the
publication of her debut novel, The Patron Saint of Liars. On this 25th anniversary, read
the best-selling book that is “beautifully written . . . a first novel that second- and thirdtime novelists would envy for its grace, insight, and compassion” (Boston Herald). St.
Elizabeth's, a home for unwed mothers in Habit, Kentucky, usually harbors its residents
for only a little while. Not so Rose Clinton, a beautiful, mysterious woman who comes to
the home pregnant but not unwed, and stays. She plans to give up her child, thinking
she cannot be the mother it needs. But when Cecilia is born, Rose makes a place for
herself and her daughter amid St. Elizabeth's extended family of nuns and an everchanging collection of pregnant teenage girls. Rose's past won't be kept away, though,
even by St. Elizabeth's; she cannot remain untouched by what she has left behind,
even as she cannot change who she has become in the leaving.
The memoir is the most popular and expressive literary form of our time. Writers
embrace the memoir and readers devour it, propelling many memoirs by relative
unknowns to the top of the best-seller list. Writing programs challenge authors to
disclose themselves in personal narrative. Memoir and personal narrative urge writers
to face the intimacies of the self and ask what is true. In The Memoir and the Memoirist,
critic and memoirist Thomas Larson explores the craft and purpose of writing this new
form. Larson guides the reader from the autobiography and the personal essay to the
memoir--a genre focused on a particularly emotional relationship in the author's past,
an intimate story concerned more with who is remembering, and why, than with what is
remembered. The Memoir and the Memoirist touches on the nuances of memory, of
finding and telling the truth, and of disclosing one's deepest self. It explores the craft
and purpose of personal narrative by looking in detail at more than a dozen examples
by writers such as Mary Karr, Frank McCourt, Dave Eggers, Elizabeth Wurtzel, Mark
Doty, Nuala O'Faolain, Rick Bragg, and Joseph Lelyveld to show what they reveal
about themselves. Larson also opens up his own writing and that of his students to
demonstrate the hidden mechanics of the writing process. For both the interested
reader of memoir and the writer wrestling with the craft, The Memoir and the Memoirist
provides guidance and insight into the many facets of this provocative and popular art
form.
Page 8/13

Download Free The Liars Club Readinggroupguides Com
A debut novel about an imaginative girl in the year following her parents' divorce, and
what happens when her creeping premonition that something terrible will happen
comes true in the most unexpected of ways. A Barnes & Noble Discover Pick The year
is 1988, and America is full of broken homes. EVERY OTHER WEEKEND drops us into
the sun-scorched suburbs of southern California, amid Bret Michaels mania and Cold
War hysteria, with Nenny, a wildly precocious, nervous nelly of an eight-year-old, as our
guide to the newly rearranged life she finds herself leading after her parents split.
Nenny and her mother and two brothers have just moved in with her new stepfather
and his two kids. Her old life replaced by this new configuration, Nenny's natural
anxieties intensify, and both real and imagined dangers entwine: earthquakes and
home invasions, ghosts of her stepfather's days in Vietnam, Gorbachev knocking down
the door of her third grade class and recruiting them all into the Red Army. Knockkneed and a little stormy-eyed, she is far too small for the thoughts that haunt her, yet
her fears are not entirely unfounded. Indeed, tragedy does come, but it comes at her
sideways, in a way she never had imagined. With an irresistible voice, Summerfield has
managed to tap the very truth of what it is to have been a child of her generation, bottle
it, and serve it up in devastating, hilarious, heartfelt doses. EVERY OTHER WEEKEND
beautifully and unsettlingly captures the terrible wisdom that children often possess, as
well as the surprising ways in which families fracture and reform.
A collection of poems exploring the theme of death, the inevitable storm that comes to
the soul
Set against the seductive world of 1960s Rio de Janeiro, an exquisite debut novel about
family secrets, divided loyalties, and what we're willing to do to save ourselves. This
mesmerizing first novel follows a glamorous family as they prepare to leave the
seeming paradise of Brazil for Canada in the wake to the mysterious
disappearance--and presumed drowning--of their eldest daughter a year earlier. As the
novel moves back and forth between the members of the Maurer family, we are taken
into the heart of a family whose beauty and charm belie a more troubling reality. We
meet the family's brilliant and charismatic father, whose bipolar extremes are becoming
increasingly disturbing; his long-suffering wife, who once had a brief affair that proves to
have shattering consequences for the family she swore to protect; their two remaining
daughters, both on the brink of understanding the darker currents that run in their onceproud family; and the lost daughter herself, a beautiful young woman undone by her
own grand delusions. Taking readers from the golden beaches of Rio to the poverty of
its fishing villages, from the glamour of the legendary Copacabana Club to the austerity
of a remote convent, this revelatory novel takes us into the soul of a family already
living in the shadow of loss and now poised to leave behind everything they've ever
known, if only they could make peace with the past.
“Wickedly funny and always movingly illuminating, thanks to kick-ass storytelling and a
poet's ear.” –Oprah.com The New York Times bestselling, hilarious tale of Mary Karr’s
hardscrabble Texas childhood that Oprah.com calls the best memoir of a generation.
The Liars’ Club took the world by storm and raised the art of the memoir to an entirely
new level, bringing about a dramatic revival of the form. Karr’s comic childhood in an
east Texas oil town brings us characters as darkly hilarious as any of J. D.
Salinger’s—a hard-drinking daddy, a sister who can talk down the sheriff at age twelve,
and an oft-married mother whose accumulated secrets threaten to destroy them all.
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This unsentimental and profoundly moving account of an apocalyptic childhood is as
“funny, lively, and un-put-downable” (USA Today) today as it ever was.
The #1 New York Times bestseller of a brilliant investigator facing the shock of her
brother's murder arrest . . . and her own exile in the Australian outback. Harry Blue is
the top Sex Crimes investigator in her department. But even she didn't see this coming:
her own brother arrested for the grisly murders of three beautiful young women. "For
her own good," she's been sent to a desolate location and assigned to a new "partner."
But is he actually meant to be a watchdog? In her strange new home, Harry vanishes to
a place where no one would ever think to look for her.
Every gift has a price . . . every piece of lace has a secret. Towner Whitney, the selfconfessed unreliable narrator, hails from a family of Salem women who can read the
future in the patterns in lace, and who have guarded a history of secrets going back
generations. Now the disappearance of two women is bringing Towner back home to
Salem—and is bringing to light the shocking truth about the death of her twin sister.
In We Were the Mulvaneys, Joyce Carol Oates--one of the great figures in modern
American fiction--explores a crisis in the life of a seemingly perfect American
family...and the devastating consequences that follow. Get the most out of this
enthralling novel with the help of this informative, illuminating Reader's Companion:
Why do Marianne's parents banish her after she's raped? What have the Mulvaneys
lost at the end of the novel? What have they gained? Why does Joyce Carol Oates
consider We Were the Mulvaneys the novel closest to her heart?
All Too Human is a new-generation political memoir, written from the refreshing
perspective of one who got his hands on the levers of awesome power at an early age.
At thirty, the author was at Bill Clinton's side during the presidential campaign of 1992,
& for the next five years he was rarely more than a step away from the president & his
other advisers at every important moment of the first term. What Liar's Poker did to Wall
Street, this book will do to politics. It is an irreverent & intimate portrait of how the
nation's weighty business is conducted by people whose egos & idiosyncrasies are no
sturdier than anyone else's. Including sharp portraits of the Clintons, Al Gore, Dick
Morris, Colin Powell, & scores of others, as well as candid & revelatory accounts of the
famous debacles & triumphs of an administration that constantly went over the top, All
Too Human is, like its author, a brilliant combination of pragmatic insight & idealism. It
is destined to be the most important & enduring book to come out of the Clinton
administration.
Meet Rose and Ruby: sisters, best friends, confidantes, and conjoined twins. Since
their birth, Rose and Ruby Darlen have been known simply as "the girls." They make
friends, fall in love, have jobs, love their parents, and follow their dreams. But the
Darlens are special. Now nearing their 30th birthday, they are history's oldest
craniopagus twins, joined at the head by as pot the size of a bread plate. When Rose,
the bookish sister, sets out to write her autobiography, it inevitably becomes the story of
her short but extraordinary life with Ruby, the beautiful one. From their awkward first
steps -- Ruby's arm curled around Rose's neck, her foreshortened legs wrapped around
Rose's hips -- to the friendships they gradually build for themselves in the small town of
Leaford, this is the profoundly affecting chronicle of an incomparable life journey. As
Rose and Ruby's story builds to an unforgettable conclusion, Lansens aims at the heart
of human experience -- the hardship of loss and struggles for independence, and the
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fundamental joy of simply living a life. This is a breathtaking novel, one that no reader
will soon forget, a heartrending story of love between sisters.
This work is the author's memoir of his life, his parents, and the upstate New York town
they all struggled variously to escape. Anyone familiar with the author's fiction will
recognize Gloversville, New York, once famous for producing that eponymous product
and anything else made of leather. This is where the author grew up, the only son of an
aspirant mother and a good-time, second-fiddle father who were born into this closeknit community. But by the time of his childhood in the 1950s, prosperity was inexorably
being replaced by poverty and illness (often tannery-related), everyone barely scraping
by under a very low horizon. A world elsewhere was the dream his mother instilled in
Rick, and strived for herself, and their subsequent adventures and tribulations,
recounted here, only to prove lifelong, as would Gloversville's fearsome grasp on them
both.
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Small Great Things and the modern
classics My Sister’s Keeper, The Storyteller, and more, comes a “complex,
compassionate, and smart” (The Washington Post) novel about a family torn apart by a
murder accusation. When your son can’t look you in the eye…does that mean he’s
guilty? Jacob Hunt is a teen with Asperger’s syndrome. He’s hopeless at reading
social cues or expressing himself well to others, though he is brilliant in many ways. He
has a special focus on one subject—forensic analysis. A police scanner in his room
clues him in to crime scenes, and he’s always showing up and telling the cops what to
do. And he’s usually right. But when Jacob’s small hometown is rocked by a terrible
murder, law enforcement comes to him. Jacob’s behaviors are hallmark Asperger’s,
but they look a lot like guilt to the local police. Suddenly the Hunt family, who only want
to fit in, are thrust directly in the spotlight. For Jacob’s mother, it’s a brutal reminder of
the intolerance and misunderstanding that always threaten her family. For his brother,
it’s another indication why nothing is normal because of Jacob. And for the frightened
small town, the soul-searing question looms: Did Jacob commit murder? House Rules
is “a provocative story in which [Picoult] explores the pain of trying to comprehend the
people we love—and reminds us that the truth often travels in disguise” (People).
This "brilliant" novel, an Elle Magazine Best Book of the Year about "lying and the lure
of fame" (Joan Siber, National Book Critics Circle and PEN/Faulkner award-winning
author), reveals how one mistake can have a thousand consequences. Nofar is an
average teenage girl -- so average, in fact, that she's almost invisible. Serving
customers ice cream all summer long, she is desperate for some kind of escape. One
afternoon, a terrible lie slips from her tongue. And suddenly everyone wants to talk to
her: the press, her schoolmates, and even the boy upstairs. He is the only one who
knows the truth, and he is demanding a price for his silence. Then Nofar meets
Raymonde, an elderly immigrant whose best friend has just died. Raymonde keeps her
friend alive the only way she knows how, by inhabiting her stories. But soon,
Raymonde's lies take on a life of their own. Written with propulsive energy, dark humor,
and deep insight, The Liar reveals the far-reaching consequences of even our smallest
choices, and explores the hidden corners of human nature to reveal the liar, and the
truth-teller, in all of us.
At seventeen, Mary Johnson saw a photo of Mother Teresa on the cover of TIME
magazine, and experienced her calling. Eighteen months later she entered a convent in
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the South Bronx, to begin her religious training. Not without difficulty, this boisterous,
independent-minded teenager eventually adapted to the sisters' austere life of poverty
and devotion, but beneath the white-and-blue sari an ordinary woman faced the
struggles we all share, with the desires of love and connection, meaning and identity.
During her years as a Missionary of Charity, Mary Johnson rose quickly through the
ranks and came to work alongside Mother Teresa. Mary grapped with her faith, her
desires for intimacy, the politics of the order and her complicated relationship with
Mother Teresa. Finally, she made the hard, life-changing decision to leave the order to
find her own path, and eventually to leave the Church altogether. The story of this
compellingly honest woman will speak to anyone who has ever grappled with the
mysteries and wonders of life and faith.
*A NEW STATESMAN, OBSERVER, IRISH TIMES, i AND STYLIST BOOK OF 2021*
'Please believe the hype ... a seriously exciting writer' Sunday Times 'Such brilliant
writing about female desire... honest and visceral' Marian Keyes Discover this bitingly
honest, darkly funny debut novel about a toxic relationship and secret female desire,
from an emerging star of Irish literature. Love was the final consolation, would set
ablaze the fields of my life in one go, leaving nothing behind. I thought of it as a force
which would clean me and by its presence make me worthy of it. There was no religion
in my life after early childhood, and a great faith in love was what I had cultivated
instead. Oh, don't laugh at me for this, for being a woman who says this to you. I hear
myself speak. Even now, even after all that took place between us, I can still feel how
moved I am by him. Ciaran was that downy, darkening blond of a baby just leaving its
infancy. He was the most beautiful man I had ever seen. None of it mattered in the end;
what he looked like, who he was, the things he would do to me. To make a beautiful
man love and live with me had seemed - obviously, intuitively - the entire point of life.
My need was greater than reality, stronger than the truth, more savage than either of us
would eventually bear. How could it be true that a woman like me could need a man's
love to feel like a person, to feel that I was worthy of life? And what would happen when
I finally wore him down and took it? 'The millennial author everyone should be watching
right now' Daily Telegraph 'A dark, intense account of an obsessive love affair. It's great
on the elation of falling in love and then its flip side, the anxiety, fixation and self-doubt.
A really fine debut' David Nicholls 'As disarmingly relatable as it is moving' Stylist
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Last Castle and The Girls of
Atomic City comes a new way to look at American history through the story of giving
thanks. From Ancient Rome through 21st-century America, bestselling author Denise
Kiernan brings us a biography of an idea: gratitude, as a compelling human instinct and
a global concept, more than just a mere holiday. Spanning centuries, We Gather
Together is anchored amid the strife of the Civil War, and driven by the fascinating story
of Sarah Josepha Hale, a widowed mother with no formal schooling who became one
of the 19th century’s most influential tastemakers and who campaigned for decades to
make real an annual day of thanks. Populated by an enthralling supporting cast of
characters including Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, Sojourner Truth, Walt
Whitman, Norman Rockwell, and others, We Gather Together is ultimately a story of
tenacity and dedication, an inspiring tale of how imperfect people in challenging times
can create powerful legacies. Working at the helm of one of the most widely read
magazines in the nation, Hale published Edgar Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Harriet
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Beecher Stowe, and others, while introducing American readers to such newfangled
concepts as “domestic science,” white wedding gowns, and the Christmas tree. A
prolific writer, Hale penned novels, recipe books, essays and more, including the
ubiquitous children’s poem, “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” And Hale herself never stopped
pushing the leaders of her time, in pursuit of her goal. The man who finally granted her
wish about a national “thanksgiving” was Lincoln, the president of the war-torn nation
in which Hale would never have the right to vote. Illuminating, wildly discussable, part
myth-busting, part call to action, We Gather Together is full of unexpected delights and
uneasy truths. The stories of indigenous peoples, immigrant communities, women’s
rights activists, abolitionists, and more, will inspire readers to rethink and reclaim what it
means to give thanks in this day and age. The book’s message of gratitude—especially
when embraced during the hardest of times—makes it one to read and share, over and
over, at any time of year.
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