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The fascinating story of the rise of Asian Americans as a politically and socially influential racial
group This groundbreaking book is about the transformation of Asian Americans from a few
small, disconnected, and largely invisible ethnic groups into a self-identified racial group that is
influencing every aspect of American society. It explores the junctures that shocked Asian
Americans into motion and shaped a new consciousness, including the murder of Vincent
Chin, a Chinese American, by two white autoworkers who believed he was Japanese; the
apartheid-like working conditions of Filipinos in the Alaska canneries; the boycott of Korean
American greengrocers in Brooklyn; the Los Angeles riots; and the casting of non-Asians in the
Broadway musical Miss Saigon. The book also examines the rampant stereotypes of Asian
Americans. Helen Zia, the daughter of Chinese immigrants, was born in the 1950s when there
were only 150,000 Chinese Americans in the entire country, and she writes as a personal
witness to the dramatic changes involving Asian Americans. Written for both Asian Americans
-- the fastest-growing population in the United States -- and non-Asians, Asian American
Dreams argues that America can no longer afford to ignore these emergent, vital, and singular
American people.
“Absolutely extraordinary...A landmark in the contemporary literature of the diaspora.” —Jia
Tolentino, author of Trick Mirror “If Concepcion were only about Samaha’s mother, it would
already be wholly worthwhile. But she was one of eight children in the Concepcion family,
whose ancestry Samaha traces in this. . . powerful book.” –The New York Times A journalist's
powerful and incisive account of the forces steering the fate of his sprawling Filipino American
family reframes how we comprehend the immigrant experience Nearing the age at which his
mother had migrated to the US, part of the wave of non-Europeans who arrived after
immigration quotas were relaxed in 1965, Albert Samaha began to question the ironclad belief
in a better future that had inspired her family to uproot themselves from their birthplace. As
she, her brother Spanky—a rising pop star back in Manila, now working as a luggage handler at
San Francisco airport—and others of their generation struggled with setbacks amid mounting
instability that seemed to keep prosperity ever out of reach, he wondered whether their
decision to abandon a middle-class existence in the Philippines had been worth the cost.
Tracing his family’s history through the region’s unique geopolitical roots in Spanish
colonialism, American intervention, and Japanese occupation, Samaha fits their arc into the
wider story of global migration as determined by chess moves among superpowers. Ambitious,
intimate, and incisive, Concepcion explores what it might mean to reckon with the unjust
legacy of imperialism, to live with contradiction and hope, to fight for the unrealized ideals of an
inherited homeland.
From master storyteller An Na comes the Printz Award–winning novel about a Korean girl who
tells her firsthand account of trying to find her place and identity in America from the day she
leaves Korea as a child to her rocky journey through the teenage years. At age four, Young Ju
moves with her parents from Korea to Southern California. She has always imagined America
would be like heaven: easy, blissful, and full of riches. But when her family arrives, she finds it
to be the opposite. With a stubborn language barrier and cultural dissimilarities, not only is it
impossible to make friends, but even her family’s internal bonds are wavering. Her parents’
finances are strained, yet her father’s stomach is full of booze. As Young Ju’s once solid and
reliable family starts tearing apart, her younger brother begins to gain more freedom and
respect simply because of his gender. Young Ju begins to lose all hope in the dream she once
held—the heaven she longs for. Even as she begins to finally fit in, a cataclysmic family event
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will change her idea of heaven forever. But it also helps her to recognize the strength she
holds, and envision the future she desires, and deserves.
The book uses interview data from 102 Korean migrants from Latin America to explore the
religious, economic, and educational dimensions of their migration and resettlement processes
in the U.S. It demonstrates the continuous and multidirectional influences and links between
Korea, Korean diaspora communities, and Latin American communities.
Generations of immigrants have relied on small family businesses in their pursuit of the
American dream. This entrepreneurial tradition remains highly visible among Korean
immigrants in New York City, who have carved out a thriving business niche for themselves
operating many of the city's small grocery stores and produce markets. But this success has
come at a price, leading to dramatic, highly publicized conflicts between Koreans and other
ethnic groups. In Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival, Pyong Gap Min takes Korean
produce retailers as a case study to explore how involvement in ethnic businesses—especially
where it collides with the economic interests of other ethnic groups—powerfully shapes the
social, cultural, and economic unity of immigrant groups. Korean produce merchants, caught
between white distributors, black customers, Hispanic employees, and assertive labor unions,
provide a unique opportunity to study the formation of group solidarity in the face of inter-group
conflicts. Ethnic Solidarity for Economic Survival draws on census and survey data, interviews
with community leaders and merchants, and a review of ethnic newspaper articles to trace the
growth and evolution of Korean collective action in response to challenges produce merchants
received from both white suppliers and black customers. When Korean produce merchants first
attempted to gain a foothold in the city's economy, they encountered pervasive discrimination
from white wholesale suppliers at Hunts Point Market in the Bronx. In response, Korean
merchants formed the Korean Produce Association (KPA), a business organization that
gradually evolved into a powerful engine for promoting Korean interests. The KPA used
boycotts, pickets, and group purchasing to effect enduring improvements in supplier-merchant
relations. Pyong Gap Min returns to the racially charged events surrounding black boycotts of
Korean stores in the 1990s, which were fueled by frustration among African Americans at a
perceived economic invasion of their neighborhoods. The Korean community responded with
rallies, political negotiations, and publicity campaigns of their own. The disappearance of such
disputes in recent years has been accompanied by a corresponding reduction in Korean
collective action, suggesting that ethnic unity is not inevitable but rather emerges, often as a
form of self-defense, under certain contentious conditions. Solidarity, Min argues, is situational.
This important new book charts a novel course in immigrant research by demonstrating how
business conflicts can give rise to demonstrations of group solidarity. Ethnic Solidarity for
Economic Survival is at once a sophisticated empirical analysis and a riveting collection of
stories—about immigration, race, work, and the American dream.
"This book will tell of struggles and contributions of people who have made Los Angeles the
largest Korean city outside of Seoul and contributed significantly to New York and northern
New Jersey, Chicago, Atlanta, Houston and other cities across the country. It will tell of their
Korean culture and history and as importantly how they have adapted to the American culture
of E Pluribus Unum, one from many, a new, diverse concept of a nation. Moreover, as it tells of
Korean American history, this book will tell also of Los Angeles' emergence as capital of the
Asia Pacific region, a new western perspective for the United States. Korean Americans today,
at more than 1.7 million across the U.S., are a relatively small group compared to new
Americans from China, the Philippines and India. But with energy and drive, Korean Americans
are building landmarks in New York as well as L.A., lobbying for causes in Washington and
founding businesses, heading universities and hospitals and holding public office in all parts of
the U.S. They are working for affordable housing and family services through more than 7,000
Korean churches across the country. At a time of critical difference and debate about
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immigration, the Koreans demonstrate the promise of the American mosaic, which remains a
beacon to the world."--Provided by publisher.
Indian Americans own about half of all the motels in the United States. Even more remarkable,
most of these motel owners come from the same region in India and—although they are not all
related—seventy percent of them share the surname of Patel. Most of these motel owners
arrived in the United States with few resources and, broadly speaking, they are self-employed,
self-sufficient immigrants who have become successful—they live the American dream.
However, framing this group as embodying the American dream has profound implications. It
perpetuates the idea of American exceptionalism—that this nation creates opportunities for
newcomers unattainable elsewhere—and also downplays the inequalities of race, gender,
culture, and globalization immigrants continue to face. Despite their dominance in the motel
industry, Indian American moteliers are concentrated in lower- and mid-budget markets. Life
Behind the Lobby explains Indian Americans' simultaneous accomplishments and
marginalization and takes a close look at their own role in sustaining that duality.
An account of the emergence of the Asian American consciousness in the United States
explores the history that led to disparate groups of Asians seeing themselves as a single,
cohesive ethnic community with political power.

Olympic Boulevard is a full-length novel by Philip Onho Lee that depicts the joys
and sorrows of Korean immigrants in the United States. The story centers on a
group of Koreans who emigrated in 1981 to build a new life and pursue the
American Dream. Drawing on his experiences as a first-generation immigrant,
Lee vividly depicts the ups and downs of Koreans’ struggle to adjust to American
life through lively storytelling and humor. This version was rendered into English
by Korean-American translator John Cha. A warmly witty, often comical depiction
of the loves, joys and sorrows of first-generation immigrants, and above all, their
ardor for life Philip Onho Lee has written a Korean-American novel worth lauding.
In his honest portrayal of newly middle-class families who find in their lives equal
cause for celebration and lament, Lee reminds us that living a meaningful life is
not about where we are but about how fully we embrace our shared humanity. –
Lim Heon-yong, literary critic With jaunty wit, a rich sense of humor and a concise
style faithful to the rhythms of natural speech, Philip Onho Lee spins a delightful
tale. Readers will find themselves deeply invested in this story of everyday
adversities, cultural negotiation and nostalgic longing—the comprehensive
firstgeneration immigrant experience. – Jaemin Rho, former librarian, Los
Angeles Public Library
An examination of escalating conflicts between Blacks and Koreans in American
cities, focusing on the Flatbush Boycott of 1990. Claire Jean Kim rejects the idea
that Black-Korean conflict constitutes racial scapegoating and argues instead that
it is a response to white dominance in society.
A young girl forced to work in a Queens sweatshop calls child services on her
mother in this powerful debut memoir about labor and self-worth that traces a
Chinese immigrant's journey to an American future. As a teen, Anna Qu is sent
by her mother to work in her family's garment factory in Queens. At home, she is
treated as a maid and suffers punishment for doing her homework at night. Her
mother wants to teach her a lesson: she is Chinese, not American, and such is
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their tough path in their new country. But instead of acquiescing, Qu alerts the
Office of Children and Family Services, an act with consequences that impact the
rest of her life. Nearly twenty years later, estranged from her mother and working
at a Manhattan start-up, Qu requests her OCFS report. When it arrives, key
details are wrong. Faced with this false narrative, and on the brink of losing her
job as the once-shiny start-up collapses, Qu looks once more at her life's truths,
from abandonment to an abusive family to seeking dignity and meaning in work.
Traveling from Wenzhou to Xi'an to New York, Made in China is a fierce memoir
unafraid to ask thorny questions about trauma and survival in immigrant families,
the meaning of work, and the costs of immigration.
Standup comic, actor and fan favorite from HBO's Silicon Valley and the film
Crazy Rich Asians shares his memoir of growing up as a Chinese immigrant in
California and making it in Hollywood. "I turned down a job in finance to pursue a
career in stand-up comedy. My dad thought I was crazy. But I figured it was
better to disappoint my parents for a few years than to disappoint myself for the
rest of my life. I had to disappoint them in order to pursue what I loved. That was
the only way to have my Chinese turnip cake and eat an American apple pie too."
Jimmy O. Yang is a standup comedian, film and TV actor and fan favorite as the
character Jian Yang from the popular HBO series Silicon Valley. In How to
American, he shares his story of growing up as a Chinese immigrant who
pursued a Hollywood career against the wishes of his parents: Yang arrived in
Los Angeles from Hong Kong at age 13, learned English by watching BET
RapCity for three hours a day, and worked as a strip club DJ while pursuing his
comedy career. He chronicles a near deportation episode during a college trip
Tijuana to finally becoming a proud US citizen ten years later. Featuring those
and many other hilarious stories, while sharing some hard-earned lessons, How
to American mocks stereotypes while offering tongue in cheek advice on
pursuing the American dreams of fame, fortune, and strippers.
Chairman Yang Ho Cho, head of Korean Air and Hanjin, talks of Los Angeles as
a “microcosm of the United States—a land built of immigrants who want to do one
thing: improve their lives.” In The Korean-American Dream, respected and
distinguished business journalist James Flanigan uncovers the struggles and
contributions of the people who have made Los Angeles the largest Korean city
outside of Seoul. This intimate account illustrates how Korean immigrants have
preserved their culture and history as well as adapted to the American culture of
E Pluribus Unum, the radical promise of “out of many, one.” Flanigan shows how
Los Angeles emerged as a capital of the Asia Pacific region. At less than 2
million, Korean Americans are a relatively small group compared to new
Americans from China, the Philippines, and India. But with energy and drive, they
are building landmarks in New York as well as L.A., lobbying for causes in
Washington, founding businesses, heading universities and hospitals, and
holding public office in all parts of the U.S. Flanigan’s compelling narrative told
largely through personal interviews provides a front-row seat to the economic,
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business, and cultural developments of the Korean American Community. At a
time of spirited debate about immigration, their energy and ambition serve as a
ringing reminder of the promise of the American mosaic.
More than 1.3 million Korean Americans live in the United States, the majority of
them foreign-born immigrants and their children, the so-called 1.5 and second
generations. While many sons and daughters of Korean immigrants outwardly
conform to the stereotyped image of the upwardly mobile, highly educated superachiever, the realities and challenges that the children of Korean immigrants face
in their adult lives as their immigrant parents grow older and confront health
issues that are far more complex. In Caring Across Generations, Grace J. Yoo
and Barbara W. Kim explore how earlier experiences helping immigrant parents
navigate American society have prepared Korean American children for
negotiating and redefining the traditional gender norms, close familial
relationships, and cultural practices that their parents expect them to adhere to
as they reach adulthood. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 137 second and 1.5
generation Korean Americans, Yoo & Kim explore issues such as their childhood
experiences, their interpreted cultural traditions and values in regards to care and
respect for the elderly, their attitudes and values regarding care for aging
parents, their observations of parents facing retirement and life changes, and
their experiences with providing care when parents face illness or the prospects
of dying. A unique study at the intersection of immigration and aging, Caring
Across Generations provides a new look at the linked lives of immigrants and
their families, and the struggles and triumphs that they face over many
generations.
A National Bestseller! What does an undocumented immigrant look like? What
kind of family must she come from? How could she get into this country? What is
the true price she must pay to remain in the United States? JULISSA ARCE
knows firsthand that the most common, preconceived answers to those questions
are sometimes far too simple-and often just plain wrong. On the surface, Arce's
story reads like a how-to manual for achieving the American dream: growing up
in an apartment on the outskirts of San Antonio, she worked tirelessly, achieved
academic excellence, and landed a coveted job on Wall Street, complete with a
six-figure salary. The level of professional and financial success that she
achieved was the very definition of the American dream. But in this brave new
memoir, Arce digs deep to reveal the physical, financial, and emotional costs of
the stunning secret that she, like many other high-achieving, successful
individuals in the United States, had been forced to keep not only from her
bosses, but even from her closest friends. From the time she was brought to this
country by her hardworking parents as a child, Arce-the scholarship winner, the
honors college graduate, the young woman who climbed the ladder to become a
vice president at Goldman Sachs-had secretly lived as an undocumented
immigrant. In this surprising, at times heart-wrenching, but always inspirational
personal story of struggle, grief, and ultimate redemption, Arce takes readers
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deep into the little-understood world of a generation of undocumented immigrants
in the United States today- people who live next door, sit in your classrooms,
work in the same office, and may very well be your boss. By opening up about
the story of her successes, her heartbreaks, and her long-fought journey to
emerge from the shadows and become an American citizen, Arce shows us the
true cost of achieving the American dream-from the perspective of a woman who
had to scale unseen and unimaginable walls to get there.
The Korean American DreamImmigrants and Small Business in New York
CityCornell University Press
Using James Truslow Adams’ definition of the American dream, this book investigates
whether black African immigrants in Texas are achieving the American dream. Almost all of the
study participants Moore interviewed considered America a land of opportunity. Additionally,
most of the black African immigrants’ definitions of the American dream focused on material
aspects. Although participants mostly reported that the United States had been good to them,
they nonetheless felt that they had not yet achieved the American dream. Additionally, they
reported that their lives in the United States had been, at best, incomplete. They also
encountered other challenges which mainly reflected the moralistic aspect of the definition of
the American dream. They reported experiences such as not being fully accepted by nativeborn Americans in general and by white Americans in particular, being discriminated against,
and being unappreciated. In fact, all of these challenges created a sense of marginalization
among study participants. However, aware of the benefits of migration, they were willing to
endure these challenges.
A sweeping, lyrical novel following a Korean immigrant pursuing the American dream who
must confront the secrets of the past or risk watching the world he’s worked so hard to build
come crumbling down. Dr. Yungman Kwak is in the twilight of his life. Every day for the last fifty
years, he has brushed his teeth, slipped on his shoes, and headed to Horse Breath’s General
Hospital, where, as an obstetrician, he treats the women and babies of the small rural
Minnesota town he chose to call home. This was the life he longed for. The so-called American
dream. He immigrated from Korea after the Korean War, forced to leave his family, ancestors,
village, and all that he knew behind. But his life is built on a lie. And one day, a letter arrives
that threatens to expose it. Yungman’s life is thrown into chaos—the hospital abruptly closes,
his wife refuses to spend time with him, and his son is busy investing in a struggling health
start-up. Yungman faces a choice—he must choose to hide his secret from his family and
friends or confess and potentially lose all he’s built. He begins to question the very
assumptions on which his life is built—the so-called American dream, with the abject failure of
its healthcare system, patient and neighbors who perpetuate racism, a town flawed with
infrastructure, and a history that doesn’t see him in it. Toggling between the past and the
present, Korea and America, Evening Hero is a sweeping, moving, darkly comic novel about a
man looking back at his life and asking big questions about what is lost and what is gained
when immigrants leave home for new shores.
This book also provides a unique view of Youngman Park and Syngman Rhee, each of whom
came to Hawaii to lead the Korean immigrants. Park became the head of the Korean National
Association, and Rhee was active through the Methodist Board of Missions in Hawaii. Park
was deported to Shanghai after he created a military force in Hawaii to aid Korea against
Japan. Rhee left the Methodists and began the Korean Christian Church, thus splitting the
Koreans in Hawaii into two rival churches. The Kwon family remained Methodist, and sent
funds to Park in Shanghai to fight the Japanese in Korea.
The story of West Indian immigrants to the United States is generally considered to be a great
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success. Mary Waters, however, tells a very different story. She finds that the values that gain
first-generation immigrants initial success--a willingness to work hard, a lack of attention to
racism, a desire for education, an incentive to save--are undermined by the realities of life and
race relations in the United States. Contrary to long-held beliefs, Waters finds, those who resist
Americanization are most likely to succeed economically, especially in the second generation.
In an extraordinary blend of narrative history, personal recollection, & oral testimony, the
author presents a sweeping history of Asian Americans. He writes of the Chinese who laid
tracks for the transcontinental railroad, of plantation laborers in the canefields of Hawaii, of
"picture brides" marrying strangers in the hope of becoming part of the American dream. He
tells stories of Japanese Americans behind the barbed wire of U.S. internment camps during
World War II, Hmong refugees tragically unable to adjust to Wisconsin's alien climate & culture,
& Asian American students stigmatized by the stereotype of the "model minority." This is a
powerful & moving work that will resonate for all Americans, who together make up a nation of
immigrants from other shores.
No one will soon forget the image, blazed across the airwaves, of armed Korean Americans
taking to the rooftops as their businesses went up in flames during the Los Angeles riots. Why
Korean Americans? What stoked the wrath the riots unleashed against them? Blue Dreams is
the first book to make sense of these questions, to show how Korean Americans, variously
depicted as immigrant seekers after the American dream or as racist merchants exploiting
African Americans, emerged at the crossroads of conflicting social reflections in the aftermath
of the 1992 riots. The situation of Los Angeles's Korean Americans touches on some of the
most vexing issues facing American society today: ethnic conflict, urban poverty, immigration,
multiculturalism, and ideological polarization. Combining interviews and deft socio-historical
analysis, Blue Dreams gives these problems a human face and at the same time clarifies the
historical, political, and economic factors that render them so complex. In the lives and voices
of Korean Americans, the authors locate a profound challenge to cherished assumptions about
the United States and its minorities. Why did Koreans come to the United States? Why did they
set up shop in poor inner-city neighborhoods? Are they in conflict with African Americans?
These are among the many difficult questions the authors answer as they probe the
transnational roots and diversity of Los Angeles's Korean Americans. Their work finally shows
us in sharp relief and moving detail a community that, despite the blinding media focus brought
to bear during the riots, has nonetheless remained largely silent and effectively invisible. An
important corrective to the formulaic accounts that have pitted Korean Americans against
African Americans, Blue Dreams places the Korean American story squarely at the center of
national debates over race, class, culture, and community. Table of Contents: Preface The Los
Angeles Riots, the Korean American Story Reckoning via the Riots Diaspora Formation:
Modernity and Mobility Mapping the Korean Diaspora in Los Angeles Korean American
Entrepreneurship American Ideologies on Trial Conclusion Notes References Index Reviews of
this book: Blue Dreams--a poetic allusion to the clear blue sky that Koreans see as a symbol of
freedom--is a welcome exploration by outsiders into the vexing and largely invisible KoreanAmerican predicament in Los Angeles and the nation. [Abelmann and Lie 's] colorful interview
subjects offer sharp observations. --K.W. Lee, Los Angeles Times Reviews of this book: An
informed and thoughtful examination of Korean immigration to the United States since
1970...[Abelmann and Lie] show that even in a period as short as twenty-five years, there have
been successive waves of differently motivated, differently resourced Korean immigrants, and
their experiences and reactions have differed accordingly. --Michael Tonry, Times Literary
Supplement Reviews of this book: [The authors'] transnational perspective is particularly
effective for explicating Korean immigrants' behaviors, activities, and feelings...Interesting and
readable. --Pyong Gap Min, American Journal of Sociology Reviews of this book: Beginning
with a poetic book title, the authors recount in depth as to how the 'Blue Dreams' of the KoreanPage 7/13
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American merchants in East Los Angeles had shattered in the midst of [the] 1992 riot that
turned out to be 'elusive dreams' in America...The book not only portrays the L.A. riot
surrounding the Korean merchants, but also characterizes diaspora of the Koreans in America.
The authors have also examined with scholarly insights the more complex socioeconomic and
political underplay the Koreans encountered in their 'Promised New Land'. --Eugene C. Kim,
International Migration Review
A tale of deep bonds to family, place, language—of hard-won selfhood told by a singular,
incandescent voice. The Magical Language of Others is a powerful and aching love story in
letters, from mother to daughter. After living in America for over a decade, Eun Ji Koh’s
parents return to South Korea for work, leaving fifteen-year-old Eun Ji and her brother behind
in California. Overnight, Eun Ji finds herself abandoned and adrift in a world made strange by
her mother’s absence. Her mother writes letters, in Korean, over the years seeking
forgiveness and love—letters Eun Ji cannot fully understand until she finds them years later
hidden in a box. As Eun Ji translates the letters, she looks to history—her grandmother Jun’s
years as a lovesick wife in Daejeon, the horrors her grandmother Kumiko witnessed during the
Jeju Island Massacre—and to poetry, as well as her own lived experience to answer questions
inside all of us. Where do the stories of our mothers and grandmothers end and ours begin?
How do we find words—in Korean, Japanese, English, or any language—to articulate the
profound ways that distance can shape love? Eun Ji Koh fearlessly grapples with forgiveness,
reconciliation, legacy, and intergenerational trauma, arriving at insights that are essential
reading for anyone who has ever had to balance love, longing, heartbreak, and joy. The
Magical Language of Others weaves a profound tale of hard-won selfhood and our deep bonds
to family, place, and language, introducing—in Eun Ji Koh—a singular, incandescent voice.
A riveting blend of family history and original reportage that explores—and reimagines—Asian
American identity in a Black and white world “A smart, vulnerable, and incisive exploration of
what it means for this brilliant and honest writer—a child of Korean immigrants—to assimilate and
aspire while being critical of his membership in his community of origin, in his political tribe,
and in America.”—Min Jin Lee, author of Pachinko In 1965, a new immigration law lifted a
century of restrictions against Asian immigrants to the United States. Nobody, including the
lawmakers who passed the bill, expected it to transform the country’s demographics. But over
the next four decades, millions arrived, including Jay Caspian Kang’s parents, grandparents,
aunts, and uncles. They came with almost no understanding of their new home, much less the
history of “Asian America” that was supposed to define them. The Loneliest Americans is the
unforgettable story of Kang and his family as they move from a housing project in Cambridge
to an idyllic college town in the South and eventually to the West Coast. Their story unfolds
against the backdrop of a rapidly expanding Asian America, as millions more immigrants, many
of them working-class or undocumented, stream into the country. At the same time, upwardly
mobile urban professionals have struggled to reconcile their parents’ assimilationist goals with
membership in a multicultural elite—all while trying to carve out a new kind of belonging for their
own children, who are neither white nor truly “people of color.” Kang recognizes this existential
loneliness in himself and in other Asian Americans who try to locate themselves in the
country’s racial binary. There are the businessmen turning Flushing into a center of immigrant
wealth; the casualties of the Los Angeles riots; the impoverished parents in New York City who
believe that admission to the city’s exam schools is the only way out; the men’s right’s
activists on Reddit ranting about intermarriage; and the handful of protesters who show up at
Black Lives Matter rallies holding “Yellow Peril Supports Black Power” signs. Kang’s
exquisitely crafted book brings these lonely parallel climbers together amid a wave of antiAsian violence. In response, he calls for a new form of immigrant solidarity—one rooted not in
bubble tea and elite college admissions but in the struggles of refugees and the working class.

A Companion to Korean American Studies aims to provide readers with a broad
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introduction to Korean American Studies, through essays exploring major themes, key
insights, and scholarly approaches that have come to define this field.
Tiger Mom. Asian patriarchy. Model minority children. Generation gap. The many
images used to describe the prototypical Asian family have given rise to two versions of
the Asian immigrant family myth. The first celebrates Asian families for upholding the
traditional heteronormative ideal of the “normal (white) American family” based on a
hard-working male breadwinner and a devoted wife and mother who raises obedient
children. The other demonizes Asian families around these very same cultural values
by highlighting the dangers of excessive parenting, oppressive hierarchies, and
emotionless pragmatism in Asian cultures. Saving Face cuts through these myths,
offering a more nuanced portrait of Asian immigrant families in a changing world as
recalled by the people who lived them first-hand: the grown children of Chinese and
Korean immigrants. Drawing on extensive interviews, sociologist Angie Y. Chung
examines how these second-generation children negotiate the complex and conflicted
feelings they have toward their family responsibilities and upbringing. Although they
know little about their parents’ lives, she reveals how Korean and Chinese Americans
assemble fragments of their childhood memories, kinship narratives, and racial myths
to make sense of their family experiences. However, Chung also finds that these
adaptive strategies come at a considerable social and psychological cost and do less to
reconcile the social stresses that minority immigrant families endure today. Saving Face
not only gives readers a new appreciation for the often painful generation gap between
immigrants and their children, it also reveals the love, empathy, and communication
strategies families use to help bridge those rifts.
In Immigration and the American Dream, Margaret Sands Orchowski cuts through the
rhetoric, labels, political spin, myths, mantras, and misinformation and discusses the
facts about immigration-past, present and future. Filled with accessible anecdotes and
quotes from prominent individuals and newspapers, the book frames and defines the
relevant issues, and looks at the politics behind Congressional immigration reform
initiatives.
A triumphant tale of self-discovery, a celebration of a family's rich heritage, and a love
letter to American immigrant freedom. I Was Their American Dream is at once a journal
of growing up and a reminder of the thousands of immigrants who come to America in
search for a better life for themselves and their children. The daughter of parents with
unfulfilled dreams themselves, Malaka navigated her childhood chasing her parents'
ideals, learning to code-switch between her family's Filipino and Egyptian customs,
adapting to white culture to fit in, crushing on skater boys, and trying to understand the
tension between holding onto cultural values and trying to be an all-American kid. In a
graphic novel format, Malaka Gharib's illustrations bring to life her teenage antics and
illuminate earnest questions about identity and culture, while providing thoughtful
insight into the lives of modern immigrants and the generation of millennial children they
raised. Malaka's upbringing will look familiar to anyone who grew up in the pre-internet
era, but her particular story is a heartfelt tribute to the American immigrants who have
invested their future in the promise of the American dream.
An introductory analysis of Korean American religious practices and community
Mary Paik Lee left her native country in 1905, traveling with her parents as a political
refugee after Japan imposed control over Korea. Her father worked in the sugar
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plantations of Hawaii briefly before taking his family to California. They shared the
poverty-stricken existence endured by thousands of Asian immigrants in the early
twentieth century, working as farm laborers, cooks, janitors, and miners. Lee recounts
racism on the playground and the ravages of mercury mining on her father’s health, but
also entrepreneurial successes and hardships surmounted with grace. With a new
foreword by David K. Yoo, this edition reintroduces Quiet Odyssey to readers interested
in Asian American history and immigration studies. The volume includes thirty
illustrations and a comprehensive introduction and bibliographic essay by respected
scholar Sucheng Chan, who collaborated closely with Lee to edit the biography and
ensure the work was true to the author’s intended vision. This award-winning book
provides a compelling firsthand account of early Korean American history and
continues to be an essential work in Asian American studies.
The Los Angeles riots shattered Korean immigrants’ naive belief in the American
dream. As many as 2,300 Korean shopkeepers lost their lifetime investments in one
day. Korean immigrants had struggled for years to become economically independent
through small businesses of their own. However, the riots made them realize how
fragile their economic base is because their businesses are dependent on the
impoverished, oppressed, and rebellious classes. In On My Own, In-Jin Yoon combines
an intimate fieldwork account of Korean-black relations in Chicago and Los Angeles
with extensive quantitative analysis at the national level. Yoon argues that a complete
understanding of the contemporary Korean-American community requires systematic
analyses of patterns of Korean immigration, entrepreneurship, and race relations with
other minority groups. He explains how small business has become the major
economic activity of Korean immigrants and how Korean businesses in minority
neighborhoods have intensified racial tensions between Koreans and minorities like
blacks and Latinos. “A groundbreaking study of Korean-black relations. Yoon’s
insights on immigration, entrepreneurship, and race relations significantly enhance our
understanding of urban racial tensions.”—William Julius Wilson, Harvard University
This in-depth study on preaching to second generation Korean Americans, the first of
its kind, is based on empirical and ethnographic fieldwork. Matthew D. Kim conducted
surveys and semi-structured qualitative interviews with Korean American pastors and
second generation young adult respondents in three geographic regions of the United
States: the Midwest, the West Coast, and the East Coast. His primary conceptual
framework employs social psychologists Hazel Markus and Paula Nurius' theory of
possible selves to facilitate the process of congregational exegesis in the second
generation Korean American church context. This book offers a new contextual
homiletic model that enables Korean American preachers to engage in deeper levels of
ethnic and cultural analysis in their sermonic preparation. Simultaneously, the author
reconstructs conventional preaching roles of Korean American preachers and second
generation listeners so that they may co-creatively imagine new possible selves that
radically advance Christian mission and practice in the world. This book will serve as a
primary or secondary source for upper-level undergraduate, graduate, and
postgraduate courses on preaching, communication studies, ethnic and racial studies,
cross-cultural ministry, or social psychology.

Refuting traditional notions about entrepreneurship and opportunity, scholar
Timothy Bates finds that across all racial and ethnic lines, self-employment and
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upward mobility mainly are open to those who are educated, skilled, and with
significant financial resources. Bates's analysis is based largely on the massive
Characteristics of Business Owners survey compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau.
Seminar paper from the year 2001 in the subject American Studies - Culture and
Applied Geography, grade: 1,3 (A), Humboldt-University of Berlin
(Anglistics/American Studies), course: Asian American Literature: Foodways and
Cultural Transformation(s), 9 entries in the bibliography, language: English,
abstract: “Your life can be different, Young Ju. Study and be strong. In America,
women have choices.”1 Korean people tend to define women as wives, mothers,
caregivers, or just simply as girls, always with regard to their sexual behavior
rather to their individuality as a person. For over five hundred years Confucianism
has been the mainstream of Korean culture and tradition, setting the social role of
Korean women. Koreans still strongly believe in Confucian values, behave, feel,
and think in Confucian ways, despite the fact that Koreans, particularly Korean
Americans and specifically Korean American women, have experienced new
social realities and such social changes as modern socialization, westernisation,
Christianization, industrialization, and immigration to the American socio-cultural
setting. The major premises for this paper are (1) a view on women in Korea and
Confucian values in Korean society. (2) What happens when a traditional
immigrant couple arrives in America and that a departure from traditional roles
often results in domestic violence. (3) The role of Korean children in Korea and in
America. These considerations build the theoretical background for (4) an
examination of a Korean American novel of a family experiencing new social
realities upon arriving in the United States. The paper will show that the
Confucian values are still dominating in Korean American families and that a
departure of the traditional family setting is hard or impossible for single family
members, especially for the men who see their patriarchal authority over their
wife and children erode. The women begin to question the superior position of
their husbands and children experience a time of confusion and frustration for
their parents often disagree about new ways of raising them. This paper will also
show that the problems and examples given in the novel A Step from heaven by
An Na are typical for Korean American immigrants and that children are again the
ones that suffer the most. 1 Na, An: A Step from heaven. New York, 2000
From 1910 to 1940, over half a million people sailed through the Golden Gate,
hoping to start a new life in America. But they did not all disembark in San
Francisco; instead, most were ferried across the bay to the Angel Island
Immigration Station. For many, this was the real gateway to the United States.
For others, it was a prison and their final destination, before being sent home. In
this landmark book, historians Erika Lee and Judy Yung (both descendants of
immigrants detained on the island) provide the first comprehensive history of the
Angel Island Immigration Station. Drawing on extensive new research, including
immigration records, oral histories, and inscriptions on the barrack walls, the
authors produce a sweeping yet intensely personal history of Chinese "paper
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sons," Japanese picture brides, Korean students, South Asian political activists,
Russian and Jewish refugees, Mexican families, Filipino repatriates, and many
others from around the world. Their experiences on Angel Island reveal how
America's discriminatory immigration policies changed the lives of immigrants
and transformed the nation. A place of heartrending history and breathtaking
beauty, the Angel Island Immigration Station is a National Historic Landmark, and
like Ellis Island, it is recognized as one of the most important sites where
America's immigration history was made. This fascinating history is ultimately
about America itself and its complicated relationship to immigration, a story that
continues today.
Korean immigrants to the United States establish their own small businesses at a
rate exceeding that of immigrants from any other nation, with more than one third
of all Korean immigrant adults involved in small businesses. Kyeyoung Park
examines this phenomenon in Queens, New York, tracing its historical bases and
exploring the transformation of Korean cultural identity prompted by participation
in an enterprise. Park documents the ways in which Korean immigrants use
entrepreneurship to improve the quality of their lives, focusing on their concerns
and anxieties, as well as their joys. The concept of "anjong" is crucial to the lives
of first-generation Korean Americans in Queens, Park explains. The word may be
translated as "establishment," "stability," or "security," and it identifies a particular
concept of success through which Koreans make sense of the American ideology
of opportunity. What they seek is not great wealth or social position but rather the
creation of their own small businesses as a way of realizing the American dream.
The pursuit of "anjong" is important enough to justify changes in gender and
kinship relations, resulting in the rise of a Korean American women-centered and
sister-initiated kinship structure. Commitment to the concept has also inspired a
different understanding of class, ethnicity, and race, and stimulated new religious
ideas and practices.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A Roxane Gay's Audacious Book
Club Pick! Named a Best Book of Summer by: Wall Street Journal * Thrillist *
Vogue * Lit Hub * Refinery29 * New York Observer * The Daily Beast * Time *
BuzzFeed * Entertainment Weekly A vibrant story collection about CambodianAmerican life—immersive and comic, yet unsparing—that offers profound insight
into the intimacy of queer and immigrant communities Seamlessly transitioning
between the absurd and the tenderhearted, balancing acerbic humor with sharp
emotional depth, Afterparties offers an expansive portrait of the lives of
Cambodian-Americans. As the children of refugees carve out radical new paths
for themselves in California, they shoulder the inherited weight of the Khmer
Rouge genocide and grapple with the complexities of race, sexuality, friendship,
and family. A high school badminton coach and failing grocery store owner tries
to relive his glory days by beating a rising star teenage player. Two drunken
brothers attend a wedding afterparty and hatch a plan to expose their shady
uncle’s snubbing of the bride and groom. A queer love affair sparks between an
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older tech entrepreneur trying to launch a “safe space” app and a disillusioned
young teacher obsessed with Moby-Dick. And in the sweeping final story, a nineyear-old child learns that his mother survived a racist school shooter. The stories
in Afterparties, “powered by So’s skill with the telling detail, are like beams of
wry, affectionate light, falling from different directions on a complicated,
struggling, beloved American community” (George Saunders).
A 2012 survey by the Pew Research Center reported that Asian Americans are
the best-educated, highest-income, and best-assimilated racial group in the
United States. Before reaching this level of economic success and social
assimilation, however, Asian immigrants' path was full of difficult, even
demeaning, moments. This book provides a sweeping and nuanced history of
Asian Americans, revealing how and why the perception of Asian immigrants
changed over time. Asian migrants, in large part Chinese, arrived in significant
numbers on the West Coast during the 1850s and 1860s to work in gold mining
and on the construction of the transcontinental Railroad. Unlike their
contemporary European counterparts, Asians, often stigmatized as "coolies,"
challenged American ideals of equality with the problem of whether all racial
groups could be integrated into America's democracy. The fear of the "Yellow
Peril" soon spurred an array of legislative and institutional efforts to segregate
them through immigration laws, restrictions on citizenship, and limits on
employment, property ownership, access to public services, and civil rights.
Prejudices against Asian Americans reached a peak during World War II, when
Japanese Americans were interned en masse. It was only with changes in the
immigration laws and the social and political activism of the 1960s and 1970s that
Asian Americans gained ground and acceptance, albeit in the still stereotyped
category of "model minorities." Madeline Y. Hsu weaves a fascinating historical
narrative of this "American Dream." She shows how Asian American success,
often attributed to innate cultural values, is more a result of the immigration laws,
which have largely pre-selected immigrants of high economic and social
potential. Asian Americans have, in turn, been used by politicians to bludgeon
newer (and more populous) immigrant groups for their purported lack of
achievement. Hsu deftly reveals how public policy, which can restrict and also
selectively promote certain immigrant populations, is a key reason why some
immigrant groups appear to be more naturally successful and why the identity of
those groups evolves differently from others.
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