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This systematic review of the political experiences of
Latin America propose a thought-provoking, comparative
framework for understanding the dynamics of political
change.
Peaceful legal and political ‘changing of the guards’ is
taken for granted in developed democracies, but is not
evident everywhere. As a relatively new democracy,
marred by long periods of military rule, Bangladesh has
been encountering serious problems because of a
prevailing culture of mistrust, weak governance
institutions, constant election manipulation and a peculiar
socio-political history, which between 1990 and 2011 led
to a unique form of transitional remedy in the form of an
unelected neutral ‘caretaker covernment’ (CTG) during
electoral transitions. This book provides a contextual
analysis of the CTG mechanism including its inception,
operation, manipulation by the government of the day
and abrupt demise. It queries whether this constitutional
provision, even if presently abolished after overseeing
four acceptable general elections, actually remains a
crucial tool to safeguard free and fair elections in
Bangladesh. Given the backdrop of the culture of
mistrust, the author examines whether holding national
elections without a CTG, or an umpire of some kind, can
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book portrays that even the management of elections is
a matter of applying pluralist approaches. Considering
the historical legacy and contemporary political trajectory
of Bangladesh, the cause of deep-rooted mistrust is
examined to better understand the rationale for the
requirement, emergence and workings of the CTG
structure. The book unveils that it is not only the lack of
nation-building measures and governments’ wish to
remain in power at any cost which lay behind the
problems that Bangladesh faces today. Part of the
problem is also the flawed logic of nation-building on the
foundation of Western democratic norms which may be
unsuitable in a South Asian cultural environment.
Although democratic transitions, on the crutch of the
CTG, have been useful in moments of crisis, its abolition
creates the need for a new or revised transitional
modality – perhaps akin to the CTG ethos – to oversee
electoral governance, which will have to be renegotiated
by the polity based on the people’s will. The book
provides a valuable resource for researchers and
academics working in the area of constitutional law,
democratic transition, legal pluralism and election law.
This study investigates the three main waves of political
regime contention in Europe and Latin America.
Surprisingly, protest against authoritarian rule spread
across countries more quickly in the nineteenth century,
yet achieved greater success in bringing democracy in
the twentieth. To explain these divergent trends, the
book draws on cognitive-psychological insights about the
inferential heuristics that people commonly apply; these
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as an autocrat's overthrow elsewhere. But these
shortcuts had different force, depending on the politicalorganizational context. In the inchoate societies of the
nineteenth century, common people were easily swayed
by these heuristics: Jumping to the conclusion that they
could replicate such a foreign precedent in their own
countries, they precipitously challenged powerful rulers,
yet often at inopportune moments -- and with low
success. By the twentieth century, however, political
organizations had formed. Their leaders had better
capacities for information processing, were less strongly
affected by cognitive shortcuts, and therefore waited for
propitious opportunities before initiating contention. As
organizational ties loosened the bounds of rationality,
contentious waves came to spread less rapidly, but with
greater success.
Narcís Serra, former Spanish Minister of Defence,
explains the process and conditions necessary for
successful democratic military reform.
Diplomarbeit aus dem Jahr 2011 im Fachbereich
Informatik - IT-Security, Fachhochschule Salzburg
(Informationstechnik und System-Management),
Sprache: Deutsch, Abstract: Click Fraud is an upcoming
and increasing challenge for all aspects of e-commerce
and online-marketing. This diploma thesis tries to
categorize the term click fraud. Common ways of
performing click fraud (botnets, forced browser-clicks)
are described and analyzed. The approaches of
circumvention of click-fraud by the operators of adnetworks and searchengines are shown, as also the
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With the ‘Asian Century’ now upon us, bringing with it
many profound economic and political changes to the
world order, it is very timely to assess the state of
democracy in the Asian region. Focusing on Eastern
Asia, this book provides such a review, highlighting lines
of connections between the states and peoples of this
complex and dynamic region. Featuring chapters on
China, Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Hong Kong,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, the
Philippines, Cambodia, and Myanmar, this book provides
a detailed analysis of the state of democracy in each
country or territory, and shows how each is different and
distinctive, whilst simultaneously drawing out important
similarities. Further, it provides up to date analysis of
political changes in the region relating to the processes
of democratization, and, in some cases, to the ongoing
quest for democracy. Critically examining the current
state of political development in the region, the chapters
explore the issues and problems that challenge the
region’s governments in terms of democratic transition,
democratic consolidation, democratic improvement and
good governance. With contributions from leading
international scholars, this book will be of great interest
to students and scholars interested in Asian politics, and
politics and democratization studies more broadly.
Daunting challenges lie ahead for Arab countries where
revolutions have upended longstanding authoritarian
regimes. This monograph aims to help policymakers
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"Is Democracy in Decline? is a short book that takes
up the fascinating question on whether this oncerevolutionary form of government--the bedrock of
Western liberalism--is fast disappearing. Has the
growth of corporate capitalism, mass economic
inequality, and endemic corruption reversed the
spread of democracy worldwide? In this incisive
collection, leading thinkers address this disturbing
and critically important issue. Published as part of
the National Endowment for Democracy's 25th
anniversary--and drawn from articles forthcoming in
the Journal of Democracy--this collection includes
seven essays from a stellar group of democracy
scholars: Francis Fukuyama, Robert Kagan, Thomas
Carothers, Marc Plattner, Larry Diamond, Philippe
Schmitter, Steven Levitsky, Ivan Krastev, and Lucan
Way. Written in a thought-provoking style from seven
different perspectives, this book provides an eyeopening look at how the very foundation of Western
political culture may be imperiled"-NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
“Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly
timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors'
Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK
PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL
GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
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BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post •
Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald
Trump’s presidency has raised a question that many
of us never thought we’d be asking: Is our
democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven
Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than
twenty years studying the breakdown of
democracies in Europe and Latin America, and they
believe the answer is yes. Democracy no longer
ends with a bang—in a revolution or military coup—but
with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of
critical institutions, such as the judiciary and the
press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing
political norms. The good news is that there are
several exit ramps on the road to authoritarianism.
The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have
already passed the first one. Drawing on decades of
research and a wide range of historical and global
examples, from 1930s Europe to contemporary
Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the American
South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show
how democracies die—and how ours can be saved.
Praise for How Democracies Die “What we
desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at
the current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and
Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in
the field of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The
Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make
their mark is in weaving together political science
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and historical analysis of both domestic and
international democratic crises; in doing so, they
expand the conversation beyond Trump and before
him, to other countries and to the deep structure of
American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox
“If you only read one book for the rest of the year,
read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for
just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all
Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is
deeply rooted in history. . . . The best commentary
on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell, former
Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency
(via Twitter) “A smart and deeply informed book
about the ways in which democracy is being
undermined in dozens of countries around the world,
and in ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed
Zakaria, CNN
Given the weaknesses of mainstream
democratisation since the 1980s, the authors
present a cutting edge examination of dynamics of
political change in the direction of more substantive
democracy. While focusing on the Global South,
they also draw comparisons from historical and
contemporary experiences from Scandinavia.
Contributors to this book are particularly interested in
expanding our understanding of what helps, or hurts,
successful democratic transition attempts in
countries with large Muslim populations. Crafting prodemocratic coalitions among secularists and
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Islamists presents a special obstacle that must be
addressed by theorists and practitioners. The
argument throughout the book is that such coalitions
will not happen if potentially democratic secularists
are part of what Al Stepan terms the authoritarian
regime's "constituency of coercion" because they
(the secularists) are afraid that free elections will be
won by Islamists who threaten them even more than
the existing secular authoritarian regime. Tunisia
allows us to do analysis on this topic by comparing
two "least similar" recent case outcomes: democratic
success in Tunisia and democratic failure in Egypt.
Tunisia also allows us to do an analysis of four "most
similar" case outcomes by comparing the successful
democratic transitions in Tunisia, Indonesia,
Senegal, and the country with the second or third
largest Muslim population in the world, India. Did
these countries face some common challenges
concerning democratization? Did all four of these
successful cases in fact use some common policies
that while democratic, had not normally been used in
transitions in countries without significant numbers of
Muslims? If so, did these policies help the transitions
in Tunisia, Indonesia, Senegal and India? If they did,
we should incorporate them in some way into our
comparative theories about successful democratic
transitions.
Empirically thorough and conceptually clear, Crafting
State-Nations will have a substantial impact on the
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study of comparative political institutions and the
conception and understanding of nationalism and
democracy.
The contributions in this volume offer a
comprehensive analysis of transitional justice from
1945 to the present. They focus on retribution
against the leaders and agents of the autocratic
regime preceding the democratic transition, and on
reparation to its victims. Part I contains general
theoretical discussions of retribution and reparation.
The essays in Part II survey transitional justice in the
wake of World War II, covering Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, the
Netherlands, and Norway. In Part III, the contributors
discuss more recent transitions in Argentina, Chile,
Eastern Europe, the former German Democratic
Republic, and South Africa, including a chapter on
the reparation of injustice in some of these
transitions. The editor provides a general
introduction, brief introductions to each part, and a
conclusion that looks beyond regime transitions to
broader issues of rectifying historical injustice.
5. Actors and contexts
There is no problem more crucial to contemporary political
thought than the status of democracy, its role, and its
problems in the contemporary world. In this survey of
democratic theory, Thomas Christiano introduces the reader
to the principles underlying democracy and to the problems
involved in applying these principles to real life
situations.Begining with the simple, democratically inspired
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minimal commitment clarify the nature of democracy and
what must be demanded of democratic institutions. He argues
that it is the collision of this demand for equality with the fact
of pluralism of interests that determines how democratic
institutions ought to be designed. This strong sense of reality
will be welcomed by those interested in practical questions of
transition in newly democratizing states.Christiano combines
a broad coverage of important positions taken by others with
the exposition of his own ideas, allowing his text to appeal to
a wide range of readers, from introductory students to
experienced scholars. Clear, accessible, and often elegant,
The Rule of the Many is a splendid introduction to democratic
theory, one that will take its place as both an important
scholarly contribution and as an effective text.
Through a comparative analysis of Iran under the Shah,
Nicaragua under the Somozas and the Philippines under
Marcos, Steinmetz evaluates the effectiveness of American
priorities in authoritarian states that were perceived to protect
U.S. interests.
Since their classic volume The Breakdown of Democratic
Regimes was published in 1978, Juan J. Linz and Alfred
Stepan have increasingly focused on the questions of how, in
the modern world, nondemocratic regimes can be eroded and
democratic regimes crafted. In Problems of Democratic
Transition and Consolidation, they break new ground in
numerous areas. They reconceptualize the major types of
modern nondemocratic regimes and point out for each type
the available paths to democratic transition and the tasks of
democratic consolidation. They argue that, although "nationstate" and "democracy" often have conflicting logics, multiple
and complementary political identities are feasible under a
common roof of state-guaranteed rights. They also illustrate
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citizenship nor successful privatization. Further, they provide
criteria and evidence for politicians and scholars alike to
distinguish between democratic consolidation and pseudodemocratization, and they present conceptually driven survey
data for the fourteen countries studied. Problems of
Democratic Transition and Consolidation contains the first
systematic comparative analysis of the process of democratic
consolidation in southern Europe and the southern cone of
South America, and it is the first book to ground postCommunist Europe within the literature of comparative politics
and democratic theory. "This is an important volume by two
major scholars on a central topic -- one of broad interest to
people in comparative politics, to those interested in
democracy, and to regional specialists on Southern Latin
America and on Central and Eastern Europe. The book will
unquestionably be a major contribution to the literature on
constructing democratic governance." -- Abraham F.
Lowenthal, University of Southern California
In early 2011, widespread protests ousted dictatorial regimes
in both Tunisia and Egypt. Within a few years, Tunisia
successfully held parliamentary and presidential elections and
witnessed a peaceful transition of power, while the Egyptian
military went on to seize power and institute authoritarian
control. What explains the success and failure of transitions to
democracy in these two countries, and how might they speak
to democratic transition attempts in other Muslim-majority
countries? Democratic Transition in the Muslim World
convenes leading scholars to consider the implications of
democratic success in Tunisia and failure in Egypt in
comparative perspective. Alongside case studies of
Indonesia, Senegal, and India, contributors analyze
similarities and differences among democratizing countries
with large Muslim populations, considering universal
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central theme is the need to understand the conditions under
which it becomes possible to craft pro-democratic coalitions
among secularists and Islamists. Essays discuss the
dynamics of secularist fears of Islamist electoral success, the
role of secular constituencies in authoritarian regimes’
resilience, and the prospects for moderation among both
secularist and Islamist political actors. They delve into topics
such as the role of the army and foreign military aid, Middle
Eastern constitutions, and the role of the Muslim
Brotherhood. The book also includes an essay by the founder
and president of Tunisia’s Ennadha Party, Rachid
Ghannouchi, who discusses the political strategies his party
chose to pursue.
Saw Myat Sandy's study deals with theoretical and empirical
analysis of the political transitions in former Yugoslavia and
Burma, the present day Myanmar. It covers the transition
period of both states from the late 1980s until present. The
author examines the democratic transition in both states,
where the process has been 'unsuccessfully accomplished',
i.e. after a very promising beginning sooner or later
undermined by the challenges of the transition, which
threatened to reverse, what was gained by democratisation.
In this dissertation, Saw Myat Sandy argues that the
democratic transition in both states became an extended
process of transition' because of its multi-ethnic societies.
The democratisation in former Yugoslavia led to
disintegration, and in Myanmar it is proving to be an
intractable one and has become almost un-resolvable to
anyone's satisfaction. Myanmar today suffers from on-going
political instabilities that cause political and social
fragmentations but does not demonstrate that it will fall into
conventional Balkan scenarios. This dissertation analyses if
Myanmar's political transition will follow the former
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and highlighting the empirical facts on the problems of
ethnicity and other political factors that relate to these
democratisation processes. The theoretical approaches are
based on the 'democratic transition and consolidation
theories' argued by Juan J. Linz, Alfred Stepan and Samuel
Huntington. As opposed to many quantitative studies,
relevant dimensions will gradually appear in this qualitative
case study. The theoretical perspectives that apply are
equally significant and supplement each other and relate to
its national experience. The study contributes to the
conventional theoretical debate and aims to offer the
understanding for the need to expand the link between
ethnicity and political transitions in transition theories. It
proposes a heuristic method to integrate the dynamic of
ethnicity in political transition theories.
Between 1974 and 1990 more than thirty countries in
southern Europe, Latin America, East Asia, and Eastern
Europe shifted from authoritarian to democratic systems of
government. This global democratic revolution is probably the
most important political trend in the late twentieth century. In
The Third Wave, Samuel P. Huntington analyzes the causes
and nature of these democratic transitions, evaluates the
prospects for stability of the new democracies, and explores
the possibility of more countries becoming democratic. The
recent transitions, he argues, are the third major wave of
democratization in the modem world. Each of the two
previous waves was followed by a reverse wave in which
some countries shifted back to authoritarian government.
Using concrete examples, empirical evidence, and insightful
analysis, Huntington provides neither a theory nor a history of
the third wave, but an explanation of why and how it
occurred. Factors responsible for the democratic trend
include the legitimacy dilemmas of authoritarian regimes;
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and social
development;
the changed
role of the
Catholic Church; the impact of the United States, the
European Community, and the Soviet Union; and the
"snowballing" phenomenon: change in one country
stimulating change in others. Five key elite groups within and
outside the nondemocratic regime played roles in shaping the
various ways democratization occurred. Compromise was key
to all democratizations, and elections and nonviolent tactics
also were central. New democracies must deal with the
"torturer problem" and the "praetorian problem" and attempt
to develop democratic values and processes. Disillusionment
with democracy, Huntington argues, is necessary to
consolidating democracy. He concludes the book with an
analysis of the political, economic, and cultural factors that
will decide whether or not the third wave continues. Several
"Guidelines for Democratizers" offer specific, practical
suggestions for initiating and carrying out reform.
Huntington's emphasis on practical application makes this
book a valuable tool for anyone engaged in the
democratization process. At this volatile time in history,
Huntington's assessment of the processes of democratization
is indispensable to understanding the future of democracy in
the world.
Saw Myat Sandy’s study deals with theoretical and empirical
analysis of the political transitions in former Yugoslavia and
Burma, the present day Myanmar. It covers the transition
period of both states from the late 1980s until present. The
author examines the democratic transition in both states,
where the process has been ‘unsuccessfully accomplished’,
i.e. after a very promising beginning sooner or later
undermined by the challenges of the transition, which
threatened to reverse, what was gained by democratisation.
In this dissertation, Saw Myat Sandy argues that the
democratic transition in both states became an extended
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The democratisation in former Yugoslavia led to
disintegration, and in Myanmar it is proving to be an
intractable one and has become almost un-resolvable to
anyone’s satisfaction. Myanmar today suffers from on-going
political instabilities that cause political and social
fragmentations but does not demonstrate that it will fall into
conventional Balkan scenarios. This dissertation analyses if
Myanmar’s political transition will follow the former
Yugoslavian fate by using the transition theoretical framework
and highlighting the empirical facts on the problems of
ethnicity and other political factors that relate to these
democratisation processes. The theoretical approaches are
based on the ‘democratic transition and consolidation
theories’ argued by Juan J. Linz, Alfred Stepan and Samuel
Huntington. As opposed to many quantitative studies,
relevant dimensions will gradually appear in this qualitative
case study. The theoretical perspectives that apply are
equally significant and supplement each other and relate to
its national experience. The study contributes to the
conventional theoretical debate and aims to offer the
understanding for the need to expand the link between
ethnicity and political transitions in transition theories. It
proposes a heuristic method to integrate the dynamic of
ethnicity in political transition theories.
Since the 1970s there has been a widespread movement
from authoritarian to democratic rule among developing
countries, often occuring against a backdrop of severe
economic crises and the adoption of market-oriented reforms.
This book analyzes this relationship, addressing a variety of
questions.
Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation
contains the first systematic comparative analysis of the
process of democratic consolidation in southern Europe and
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and it is the
first book to
ground post-Communist Europe within the literature of
comparative politics and democratic theory.
It will be essential in setting research agendas and policy
discussions for a broad range of scholars and practitioners.
On interim governments.
This book explores the nascent and complex terrain of
democratization and peaceful political transitions in Africa. It
analyzes major election-related conflicts across the continent,
explains their root causes and major consequences, and
offers measures that may be undertaken to prevent, manage,
and resolve election-induced conflicts. It charts a path for the
future political and democratic stability in Africa.
Problems of Democratic Transition and
ConsolidationSouthern Europe, South America, and PostCommunist EuropeJHU Press
PART TWO: EXTERNAL ACTORS

Alternately lauded as a democratic success story
and decried as a flawed democracy, Indonesia
deserves serious consideration by anyone
concerned with the global state of democracy. Yet,
more than ten years after the collapse of the
authoritarian Suharto regime, we still know little
about how the key institutions of Indonesian
democracy actually function. This book, written by
leading democracy experts and scholars of
Indonesia, presents a sorely needed study of the
inner workings of Indonesia...
This book studies how a modern monarchy
transformed Bhutan into a parliamentary democracy.
A political ethnography, it focuses on the historic
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elections of 2007-2008, and studies democracy and
its transformational processes from the ground-up. It
draws on historical as well as contemporary theories
about kingship and regime change to analyse
Bhutan’s nascent democratic process and reflect on
the direction of political change, both at the state and
local levels in the aftermath of the elections. It also
presents insights into the electoral and political
process by giving a firsthand account of the author’s
own participation in the elections and ponders on the
larger political implications of this election for the
region. A strong theoretical discussion situated in
robust fieldwork and personal experience, this book
will be an essential read for scholars and
researchers of politics, especially comparative
politics and political institutions, South Asian and
Himalayan Studies, political sociology and social
anthropology.
This book addresses the question of why
governments sometimes follow the law and other
times choose to evade the law. The traditional
answer of jurists has been that laws have an
autonomous causal efficacy: law rules when actions
follow anterior norms; the relation between laws and
actions is one of obedience, obligation, or
compliance. Contrary to this conception, the authors
defend a positive interpretation where the rule of law
results from the strategic choices of relevant actors.
Rule of law is just one possible outcome in which
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political actors process their conflicts using whatever
resources they can muster: only when these actors
seek to resolve their conflicts by recourse to la, does
law rule. What distinguishes rule-of-law as an
institutional equilibrium from rule-by-law is the
distribution of power. The former emerges when no
one group is strong enough to dominate the others
and when the many use institutions to promote their
interest.
National leaders who played key roles in transitions
to democratic governance reveal how these were
accomplished in Brazil, Chile, Ghana, Indonesia,
Mexico, the Philippines, Poland, South Africa, and
Spain. Commissioned by the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance
(International IDEA), these interviews shed
fascinating light on how repressive regimes were
ended and democracy took hold. In probing
conversations with Fernando Henrique Cardoso,
Patricio Aylwin, Ricardo Lagos, John Kufuor, Jerry
Rawlings, B. J. Habibie, Ernesto Zedillo, Fidel V.
Ramos, Aleksander Kwa?niewski, Tadeusz
Mazowiecki, F. W. de Klerk, Thabo Mbeki, and
Felipe González, editors Sergio Bitar and Abraham
F. Lowenthal focused on each leader’s principal
challenges and goals as well as their strategies to
end authoritarian rule and construct democratic
governance. Context-setting introductions by country
experts highlight each nation’s unique experience
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as well as recurrent challenges all transitions faced.
A chapter by Georgina Waylen analyzes the role of
women leaders, often underestimated. A foreword by
Tunisia’s former president, Mohamed Moncef
Marzouki, underlines the book’s relevance in North
Africa, West Asia, and beyond. The editors’
conclusion distills lessons about how democratic
transitions have been and can be carried out in a
changing world, emphasizing the importance of
political leadership. This unique book should be
valuable for political leaders, civil society activists,
journalists, scholars, and all who want to support
democratic transitions.
This study aims to fill the gap in the existing literature
on China's Democratic development, by presenting a
comprehensive and detailed examination of the key
factors that have created and sustained state
domination over society in China.
Based on a detailed study of 35 cases in Africa,
Asia, Latin America, and post-communist Eurasia,
this book explores the fate of competitive
authoritarian regimes between 1990 and 2008. It
finds that where social, economic, and technocratic
ties to the West were extensive, as in Eastern
Europe and the Americas, the external cost of abuse
led incumbents to cede power rather than crack
down, which led to democratization. Where ties to
the West were limited, external democratizing
pressure was weaker and countries rarely
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democratized. In these cases, regime outcomes
hinged on the character of state and ruling party
organizations. Where incumbents possessed
developed and cohesive coercive party structures,
they could thwart opposition challenges, and
competitive authoritarian regimes survived; where
incumbents lacked such organizational tools,
regimes were unstable but rarely democratized.
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