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In a period that began with Britain controlling a world-wide empire and included two world wars, followed by the Cold War
and massive expenditure on nuclear armaments, the relationship between the politicians and the generals has been
central to British history. While it is correctly assumed that the Armed Forces have never threatened British political
stability in modern times, the relationship between the military and their political masters is a major, if under-emphasised,
theme of British history. While in theory the politicians decided strategy and the military implemented it, in practice
decisions often depended on the personalities and experience of those involved. Asquith, the epitome of the civilian, left
major strategic decisions in the hands of the military; while Churchill, an ex-soldier and ex-First Lord of the Admiralty,
rode roughshod over professional military advice. In a period when arms before ever more technologically sophisticated,
there was also the problem of how far politicians could decide on strategies proposed by the military other than by the
crude yardstick of cost. The essays in Government and the Armed Forces in Britain, 1856-1990 provide a coherent
account not only of the major decision-making of warfare but also of the changes in the organisation and control of the
Armed Forces.
This authoritative text examines the arrangements at the centre of Whitehall for advising the British prime minister and
Cabinet, especially during the Thatcher and Major governments. The traditional coordinating centre has shifted from the
Treasury to the Prime Minister's Office and the Chief Whip's Office in Downing Street, and to the Cabinet Office in
Whitehall. Exploration of the separate but interlinking contributions made by these three parts of the centre shows they
form a flexible but not entirely adequate support for modern government.
Chronicling the emergence of an international society in the 1920s, Daniel Gorman describes how the shock of the First
World War gave rise to a broad array of overlapping initiatives in international cooperation. Though national rivalries
continued to plague world politics, ordinary citizens and state officials found common causes in politics, religion, culture
and sport with peers beyond their borders. The League of Nations, the turn to a less centralized British Empire, the
beginning of an international ecumenical movement, international sporting events and audacious plans for the abolition of
war all signaled internationalism's growth. State actors played an important role in these developments and were aided
by international voluntary organizations, church groups and international networks of academics, athletes, women,
pacifists and humanitarian activists. These international networks became the forerunners of international NGOs and
global governance.
Anglo-American relations were transformed during the First World War. Britain was already in long-term economic
decline relative to the United States, but this decline was accelerated by the war, which was militarily a victory for Britain,
but economically a catastrophe. This book sets out the economic, and in particular, the financial relations between the
two powers during the war, setting it in the context of the more familiar political and diplomatic relationship. Particular
attention is paid to the British war missions sent out to the USA, which were the agents for much of the financial and
economic negotiation, and which are rescued here from underserved historical obscurity.
The author analyzes the office of prime minister in England in the postwar period, profiling the eleven office-holders and
discussing changes in the office.
This groundbreaking study systematically treats recent policymaking trends, starting with a reconsideration of salient
theoretical issues of policymaking and its study and culminating with a survey of current policy-related predicaments in
various countries. Dror proposes that the task for social science research is to uncover underlying causes of
policymaking inadequacies. Standard research methods, Dror states, have been unable to uncover the realities of
important decisions made inside governments. In order to gain an understanding of pressing predicaments, he believes
that policymakers need to examine the foundations of contemporary practices of present assumptions, and that they
need a multiplicity of approaches to policymaking.After prescribing a set of requirements that policymaking must satisfy in
order to adequately respond to challenges, Dror posits several improvements needed in education and in policy decision
making. The book concludes with an extensive bibliography, including numerous important German works not found in
other English-language studies. This book supplements the earlier basic theory and models propounded in Dror's Public
Policymaking Reexamined by dealing with current trends. As a guide to public policy literature and related works, it will
be invaluable to students and practitioners.
In Destiny's Consul: America's Greatest Presidents, presidential scholar Michael P. Riccards provides a concise
introduction to the lives, presidencies, and personal qualities of ten great individuals whom Riccards argues are our
greatest presidents. It will be of interest to anyone interested in the presidency of American history.
Militarism has traditionally been regarded as a phenomenon of the political right. As this book demonstrates, however,
various groups on the political left in Britain during the years before the Great War were able to accommodate, and even
assimilate, militaristic ideas, sentiments, and policies to a remarkable degree.
An up-to-date synthesis and original interpretation of Lloyd George's life, personality and political career. This study challenges the traditional
view of Lloyd George as an outsider in British politics, explains the political, economic and social achievements of his career and his role in
effecting those changes.
A wide-ranging and authoritative study of British foreign policy in the critical years after the 1919 Paris Peace Conference. Policy towards
Western and Eastern Europe, Russia, Turkey, the Middle East, United States and Far East is examined alongside such themes as the role of
Prime Minister, Foreign Secretary and Cabinet in policy formulation. The evolution and execution of policy is set alongside the limitations
imposed on British statesmen by the dominions, armed forces, economic weakness and domestic politics.
When Alfred Milner was knighted, he took as his motto Communis Patria, 'patriotism for our common country'. This is the study of Milner,
which takes his politics, or 'constructive' imperialism as its primary theme. It also discovers a group of young female supporters of his vision.
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What came before 'postmodernism' in historical studies? By thinking through the assumptions, methods and cast of mind of English historians
writing between about 1870 and 1970, this book reveals the intellectual world of the modernists and offers a full analysis of English
historiography in this crucial period. Modernist historiography set itself the objective of going beyond the colourful narratives of 'whigs' and
'popularizers' in order to establish history as the queen of the humanities and as a rival to the sciences as a vehicle of knowledge. Professor
Bentley does not follow those who deride modernism as 'positivist' or 'empiricist' but instead shows how it set in train brilliant new styles of
investigation that transformed how historians understood the English past. But he shows how these strengths were eventually outweighed by
inherent confusions and misapprehensions that threatened to kill the very subject that the modernists had intended to sustain.
This new collection of essays, from leading British and Canadian scholars, presents an excellent insight into the strategic thinking of the
British Empire. It defines the main areas of the strategic decision-making process that was known as 'Imperial Defence'. The theme is one of
imperial defence and defence of empire, so chapters will be historiographical in nature, discussing the major features of each key component
of imperial defence, areas of agreement and disagreement in the existing literature on critical interpretations, introducing key individuals and
positions and commenting on the appropriateness of existing studies, as well as identifying a raft of new directions for future research.
In Britain, memory of the First World War remains dominated by the trench warfare of the Western Front. Yet, in 1914 when the country
declared war, the overwhelming expectation was that Britain’s efforts would be primarily focussed on the sea. As such, this volume is a
welcome corrective to what is arguably an historical neglect of the naval aspect of the Great War. As well as reassessing Britain’s war at sea
between 1914 and 1918, underlining the oft neglected contribution of the blockade of the Central Powers to the ending of the war, the book
also offers a case study in ideas about military planning for ’the next war’. Questions about how next wars are thought about, planned for
and conceptualised, and then how reality actually influences that thinking, have long been - and remain - key concerns for governments and
military strategists. The essays in this volume show what ’realities’ there are to think about and how significant or not the change from prewar to war was. This is important not only for historians trying to understand events in the past, but also has lessons for contemporary
strategic thinkers who are responsible for planning and preparing for possible future conflict. Britain’s pre-war naval planning provides a
perfect example of just how complex and uncertain that process is. Building upon and advancing recent scholarship concerning the role of the
navy in the First World War, this collection brings to full light the dominance of the maritime environment, for Britain, in that war and the
lessons that has for historians and military planners.
Marking the third centenary of the office of Prime Minister, this book tells its extraordinary story, explaining how and why it has endured
longer than any other democratic political office in world history. Sir Anthony Seldon, historian of Number 10 Downing Street, explores the
lives and careers, loves and scandals, successes and failures, of all our great Prime Ministers. From Robert Walpole and William Pitt the
Younger, to Clement Attlee and Margaret Thatcher, Seldon discusses which of our Prime Ministers have been most effective and why. He
reveals the changing relationship between the Monarchy and the office of the Prime Minister in intimate detail, describing how the increasing
power of the Prime Minister in becoming leader of Britain coincided with the steadily falling influence of the Monarchy. This book celebrates
the humanity and frailty, work and achievement, of these 55 remarkable individuals, who averted revolution and civil war, leading the country
through times of peace, crisis and war.
When Lloyd George became Prime Minister during the First World War he appointed a private secretariat to help him run the complex
machinery of wartime government. This book, drawing extensively on private and public archives, describes the work of that Secretariat
during its two years of existence and discusses its contribution to policy-making and to the development of the Prime Minister's office. The
'Garden Suburb', so named from its temporary offices in the garden of 10 Downing Street, has won a poor reputation. Contemporaries
described it as a nest of intrigue and imperialist, anti-democratic sentiment which helped to turn Lloyd George from a great Radical into a
cynical dictator; and historians have tended to accept their word. This examination reveals a different picture. On the one hand, wartime
government was imperfectly co-ordinated, and members of the Secretariat performed a genuine administrative task in helping Lloyd George
to supervise it and save it from breakdown, although their small number and limited resources allowed them to cover only a few politically
sensitive questions. On the other hand, the Garden Suburb was more eclectic in its ideological and political affiliations than has been allowed.
Home Rule, collective security, temperance, state supervision of industry, Christian Science and the revival of agriculture, as well as imperial
unity and opposition to socialism, each contributed through the Secretariat to the climate of ideas in which policy was made.

Examines British military, political and imperial strategy in the Middle East during and immediately after the First World
War, in relation to General Allenby's command of the Egypt Expeditionary Force from June 1917 to November 1919.
Chief among the personnel at the Foreign Office is the Permanent Under-secretary, the senior civil servant who oversees
the department and advises the Foreign Secretary. This book is a study of the twelve men who held this Office from
1854–1946.
Peter Yearwood reconsiders the League of Nations, not as an attempt to realize an idea but as an element in the day-today conduct of Britain's foreign policy and domestic politics during the period 1914-25. He challenges the usual view that
London reluctantly adopted the idea in response to pressure from Woodrow Wilson and from domestic public opinion,
and that it was particularly wary of ideas of collective security. Instead he examines how London actively promoted the
idea to manage Anglo-American relations in war and to provide the context for an enduring hegemonic partnership. The
book breaks new ground in examining how London tried to use the League in the crises of the early 1920s: Armenia,
Persia, Vilna, Upper Silesia, Albania, and Corfu. It shows how in the negotiations leading to the Draft Treaty of Mutual
Assistance, the Geneva Protocol, and the Locarno accords, Robert Cecil, Ramsay MacDonald, and Austen Chamberlain
tried to solve the Franco-German security question through the League. This involves a re-examination of how these
leaders tried to use the League as an issue in British domestic politics and why it emerged as central to British foreign
policy. Based on extensive, detailed archival research, this book provides a new and authoritative account of a largely
misunderstood topic.
Collection of essays which summarise the latest literature on Britain's participation in the First World War and also opens
up new lines of investigation
The first full analysis of the international thought of the British statesman A. J. Balfour (1848-1930).
Chief Secretary for Ireland in the last months of the Balfour government in 1905, a Unionist leader with many friends and
supporters in southern Ireland, and a politician who held ministerial office in the wartime coalition governments, Long had
great influence in establishing attitudes toward Ireland. John Kendle shows that whatever hopes Irish Unionists cherished
of combatting the home rule movement depended in great part on the support of individuals such as Long. Covering the
fifteen years during which Long was closely caught up in Irish affairs, Walter Long, Ireland, and the Union, 1905 1920
provides an analysis of Long's attitudes and actions, and underlines his contribution to the resolution of the political and
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constitutional dilemma confronting the United Kingdom. Kendle concludes that Long, by advocating a federal solution to
Anglo-Irish problems, was a principal architect of the partition of the United Kingdom and the post-1922 constitutional
map of the British Isles.
The book uses a biographical approach to analyse the potential for, forms of, and constraints upon bureaucratic
leadership in modern government. Case studies, written by experts in the different fields, assess the impact of particular
officials operating in Whitehall, the United States federal government, the health service, local government, and Europe.
The book brings together an innovative methodology with a wide policy coverage.
David Lloyd George is widely regarded as one of the most effective British prime ministers of the twentieth century. A
dynamic speaker and committed social reformer, he led Britain successfully through the devastation of World War I and
had a powerful impact on international politics. In the post-war peace treaties, he sought a just, rather than a vengeful,
settlement for the defeated powers in an attempt to preserve a peaceful international order. Whilst Lloyd George's
achievements were undoubtedly substantial, his political record was not entirely without blemish and, in his personal life,
he was a fascinating and complex character. Renowned as a womaniser, after 1913 he retained two separate
households - one with his wife and one with his mistress, his former private secretary. Based on extensive research,
Travis L. Crosby provides a fresh appraisal of the life of one of Britain's most conflicted politicians.
In recent decades the study of British foreign policy and diplomacy has broadened in focus. No longer is it enough for
historians to look at the actions of the elite figures - diplomats and foreign secretaries - in isolation; increasingly the role
of their advisers and subordinates, and those on the fringes of the diplomatic world, is recognised as having exerted
critical influence on key decisions and policies. This volume gives further impetus to this revelation, honing in on the
fringes of British diplomacy through a selection of case studies of individuals who were able to influence policy. By
contextualising each study, the volume explores the wider circles in which these individuals moved, exploring the broader
issues affecting the processes of foreign policy. Not the least of these is the issue of official mindsets and of networks of
influence in Britain and overseas, inculcated, for example, in the leading public schools, at the Universities of Oxford and
Cambridge, and in gentlemen's clubs in London's West End. As such the volume contributes to the growing literature on
human agency as well as mentalité studies in the history of international relations. Moreover it also highlights related
themes which have been insufficiently studied by international historians, for example, the influence that outside groups
such as missionaries and the press had on the shaping of foreign policy and the role that strategy, intelligence and the
experience of war played in the diplomatic process. Through such an approach the workings of British diplomacy during
the high-tide of empire is revealed in new and intriguing ways.
This book offers a new interpretation of a critical chapter in the history of the Zionist-Palestine conflict and the British
Empire in the Middle East. It contends that the Balfour Declaration was one of many British propaganda policies during
the World War I that were underpinned by misconceived notions of ethnicity, ethnic power and nationalism.
The popular image of the First World War is dominated by two misconceptions. The first holds that the war was an
exercise in futility in which incompetent upper class generals callously sacrificed an entire generation of young men to no
good purpose. The second holds that the debate about British strategic policy during the First World War was a
gladiatorial contest between `brass hats' (generals), and `frock coats' (politicians). Historians, denied access for too long
to the contemporary records of the private deliberations of policy-makers, had been forced to follow both interpretations.
David French challenges this orthodoxy and suggests that the policy-makers were united in trying to relate strategic
policy to a carefully considered set of war aims. His challenging conclusion is that the policy-makers never lost sight of
their goal, which was to ensure that Britain fought the war at an acceptable cost and emerged from it with its security
enhanced against both its enemies and its allies.
An account of how the various religious and educational issues tackled by politicians led to the fall of Gladstone's first
liberal party government in 1874 and to an identity crisis for British Liberalism.
This volume gives students and researchers an insight into British central government in 1914, how and why it altered
during the war years and what permanent changes remained when the war was over. The war saw the scope of
governmental intervention widened in an unprecedented manner. The contributors to this book analyse the reasons for
this expansion and describe how the changes affected the government machine and the lives of the citizens. They
consider why some innovations did not survive the coming of peace while others permanently transformed the duties and
procedures of government.
New research by several leading political historians creates a detailed and diverse study of Anglo-American relations in
the twentieth century. Declassified documents provide unique insight into the personal relationships between Eisenhower
and Eden, and Lyndon Johnson and Harold Wilson. This volume offers a breadth of scholarship drawn from three
continents and examines the diplomatic negotiations, powerful personalities and political considerations at the heart of
British-American affairs.
Pubs and Patriotstells the fascinating story of the loathed-by-most Central Control Board (CCB), which was charged with
controlling alcohol consumption in Britain during the first World War. With concern rising during the war that boozing at
home was having a detrimental effect on the military front, politicians were faced with the possibility of imposing an
alcohol prohibition. Deemed far too extreme, they opted instead to create the CCB, who would be responsible for one of
the most radical and unique experiments in alcohol control ever conducted in Britain. By examining the control of a
central civilian pastime during war years,Pubs and Patriots provides an unconventional but illuminating way of
approaching one of the most significant events of the twentieth century.
The period between 1885 and 1939 was a pivotal half century in British history, in which the Victorian political system
yielded to a system far more recognisably modern, in response to popular pressure for social reform and the implications
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of global superpower status. Dr Davis relates these political developments to the background of social and economic
change and to the consequences of Britain's position as an imperial power. Drawing extensively upon the new historical
scholarship of the 1980s and 1990s, John Davis presents an original analysis of political change in a crucial period of
Britain's recent past.
This book offers selected perspectives on an important facet of new research into the administrative revolution: the idea of
'expertise', the role of 'experts' and of administrators and professionals in creating the technique of Victorian government.
David Lloyd George left a profound political legacy, despite being described by the wife of his successor, Herbert Asquith, as a
'gambler without foresight'. He is, of course, best known as the Prime Minister who led Britain to victory in World War I, but his
contribution to domestic politics was similarly impressive. As Chancellor of the Exchequer he introduced pensions and national
insurance against sickness and unemployment, while as Prime Minister he extended democracy by giving votes to women. Yet
Lloyd George was compromised by his flaws as a human being. Vain, cruel, capricious and dishonest, at times his notoriously
corrupt nature threatened to damage the British political system. Providing a unique new perspective on one of the most
phenomenally-talented - but also one of the most phenomenally-flawed - of British Prime Ministers, this book will be essential
reading for anyone interested in modern British politics and history.
Arguing that too many studies focus on president's personalities, and not their relationships with advisers and the machinery of the
office, Campbell describes the institutional development of the presidency and assesses the Carter and Regan administrations
within a historical context. Interviews with senior members of the White House staff and other high-ranking officials add color and
depth to his study.
Reshapes the discourse surrounding the nature of British global power in this crucial period of transformation in international
politics.
The tragic slaughter of the trenches is imprinted on modern memory; but it is more difficult to grasp the wider extent and
significance of the First World War. This book gives a clear chronological account of the campaigns on the Western and Eastern
Fronts and then moves on to investigate areas that many studies ignore - the war poets, the diplomacy of war aims and peace
moves, logistics, and 'the experience of the war'. It was soon seen that `war has nothing to do with chivalry any more', but it was
harder to say what the First World War was fought for, or what the combatants gained. Professor Robbins approaches this
problem from two angles: he analyses the complex political and diplomatic background to the alliances between the Great Powers;
he also explores the mood of Europe between 1914 and 1918 by examining the experience of war from the different standpoints of
the nations and individuals caught up in it.
This book gives students an informed insight into the British experience in the First World War. The contributors, all established
First World War historians, have drawn on their own research and secondary sources to give a succinct account of politics,
diplomacy, strategy and social developments during a period of dramatic change. Each chapter gives a concise account of its
subject and the chapters are well supported by maps and tables. This is an important textbook for school students and
undergraduates which bridges the gap between specialized research on the First World War and the needs of the student reader.
State housing became an integral part of the relationship between Ireland and Great Britain from the 1880s until the early 1990s.
Using research from both Irish and Westminster sources, this book shows that there was recurrent pressure for the state to
intervene in housing in Ireland in a period when the 'Irish Question' was the major domestic political issue. The result was that the
model of subsidised state housing subsequently introduced in Britain was first developed in Ireland, as a product of the tensions of
British rule. An important corollary of innovative Irish housing policy was its influence, even in a negative sense, on developments
in mainland Britain. This book also examines the cultural impact of imperialism, and in particular the way in which British ideas of
garden suburb housing and town planning design came significantly to reshape the Irish urban environment. Fraser not only
presents hitherto unknown material, but does so in a unique interdisciplinary blend of architectural, planning, urban and socioeconomic history.
These studies show how the British Empire used its maritime supremacy to construct and maintain a worldwide defence for its
imperial interests. They rebut the idea that British defence policy in the late 19th and early 20th centuries was primarily concerned
with the balance of power in Europe.
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