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The book examines the various ways that fragile states (or states with limited statehood) in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, and
the Americas have adopted, and adapted to, the processes of liberal political governance in their quests to address the
problem of political fragility. It presents the stories of resilience in the political adaptation to Western liberal conceptions of
governance. In addition to singular or comparative country case studies, this project also examines the interplay of
culture, identities, and politics in the creation of people-centric governance reforms. Towards these ends, this volume
sheds light on weak states’ often constructive engagement in the promotion of state governance with a variety of political
conditions, adverse or otherwise; and their ability to remain resilient despite the complex political, sociocultural, and
economic challenges affecting them. Through a multidisciplinary approach, the authors aim to counter the noticeable
shortcomings in the discursive representations of fragility, and to contribute a more balanced examination of the
narratives about and impact of political adaption and governance in people’s lives and experiences.
In recent years Africa appears to have turned a corner economically. It is posting increased growth rates and is no longer
the world's slowest growing region. This book goes behind the headlines to examine the conditions necessary not just for
growth in Africa but for a wider business and economic transformation. Contrary to neo-liberal economics, it argues that
governments can play an important role in this through selective interventions to correct market failures, and,
controversially, that "neo-patrimonial" governance need not necessarily be an obstacle to improved business and
economic conditions. Drawing on a variety of timely case studies - including Rwanda, Ethiopia, Tanzania and Ghana this provocative book provides a radical new theory of the political and institutional conditions required for pro-poor
growth in Africa.
Studies of environmental governance that show the relevance of the state's role in environmental politics and the
analytical power of the comparative approach. Many recent studies on environmental governance focus on either the
micro-level (the local and the individual) or the macro-level (the global) while neglecting governance at the nation-state
level. State environmental governance is often perceived as inadequate, insufficient, or constrained by considerations of
economic growth. And yet the impact of state environmental governance dwarfs that of the market or international
organizations. This book of comparative studies documents the continuing relevance of the state in environmental politics
and policy. The book also demonstrates the analytical power of the comparative approach to the study of environmental
politics and policy, offering cross-national comparisons of environmental governance in both developed and developing
countries. Some chapters are based on qualitative studies from a small number of countries; others offer statistical
analyses of quantitative data from many more countries over a longer time period. Topics discussed include alternative
approaches to estimating comparative environmental performance; citizens' shifting perceptions of their environmental
responsibilities; U.S. and German wind policies; fisheries management in several African countries; and forestry
conservation in Bolivia, Guatemala, and Peru. The studies illuminate such key issues as the effect of different political
systems on the evolution of environmental policy regimes; why some countries seem to perform better than others in
environmental matters; and the sociopolitical context of resource management.
Preface Contributors 1. Governance, order and change in world politics James N. Rosenau 2. Governance with
government: polyarchy in nineteenth-century European international politics K.J. Holsti 3. The decaying pillars of the
Westphalian temple: implications for international order and governance Mark W. Zacher 4. The 'Triumph' of neoclassical
economics in the developing world: policy convergence and bases of governance in the international economic order
Thomas J. Biersteker 5. Towards a post-hegemonic conceptualization of world order: reflections on the relevancy of Ibn
Khaldun Robert W. Cox 6. The effectiveness of international institutions: hard cases and critical variables Oran R. Young
7. Explaining the regulation of transnational practices: a state-building approach Janice E. Thomson 8. 'And Still It Moves'
state interests and social forces in the European Community Linda Cornett and James A. Caporaso 9. Governance and
democratization Ernst-Otto Czempiel 10. Micro sources of a changing global order James N. Risenau Index.
This volume covers a wide spectrum of governance issues relating to small states in a global context. While different
definitions of governance are given in the chapters, most authors associate governance with the setting and
implementation of policies aimed at managing a country or territory, and with the related institutional structures and
interventions by political actors. Generally, good governance is associated with concepts such as policy effectiveness,
accountability, transparency, control of corruption, encouragement of citizens’ voice and gender equality—factors which
are, in turn, linked with democracy. What emerges from the book is that the societies of small states are being re-shaped
by various forces outside their control, including the globalization process and climate change, rendering their
governance ever more complex. These problems are not solely faced by small states, but small country size tends to
lead to a higher degree of exposure to external factors. The chapters are grouped into four sections broadly covering
political, environmental, social and economic governance. Governance is influenced by many, often intertwined, factors;
the division of the book into four parts therefore does not detract from the fact that governance is multifaceted, and such
division was based on the primary focus of each particular study and its main disciplinary background. The expert
authors have, moreover, used a variety of approaches in the studies, the subject of small states being well suited to
scholarly work from different disciplines using qualitative, quantitative and mixed approaches to arrive at useful
conclusions.
The success or failure of China's development will impact not only its own citizens but also those of the world. China is
widely recognized as a global actor on the world stage and no global challenge can be resolved without its participation.
Thus, it is important to understand how the country is ruled and what the policy priorities are of the new leadership. Can
China move to a more market-based economy, while controlling environmental degradation? Can it integrate hundreds of
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millions of new migrants into the urban landscape? The tensions between communist and capitalist identities continue to
divide society as China searches for a path to modernization. The People's Republic is now over sixty-five years old - an
appropriate juncture at which to reassess the state of contemporary Chinese politics. In this substantially revised fourth
edition and essential guide to the subject, Tony Saich delivers a thorough introduction to all aspects of politics and
governance in post-Mao China, taking full account of the changes of the Eighteenth Party Congress and the Twelfth
National People's Congress. Further, the rise of Xi Jinping to power and his policies are examined as are important policy
areas such as urbanization and the fight against corruption. A comprehensively updated 4th edition of the leading text on
Chinese politics Clear and accessible Written by a leading academic authority who has lived and worked in China and
has real in-depth knowledge of life in both the cities and the provinces Includes new chapters on the Xi Jinping/Li
Keqiang leadership selected in 2012 and 2013 and the challenges for rural and urban China of migration and the
integration of migrants
As a field of scholarship, gender and politics has exploded over the last fifty years and is now global, institutionalized, and
ever expanding. The Oxford Handbook of Gender and Politics brings to political science an accessible and
comprehensive overview of the key contributions of gender scholars to the study of politics and shows how these
contributions produce a richer understanding of polities and societies. Like the field it represents, the handbook has a
broad understanding of what counts as political and is based on a notion of gender that highlights masculinities as well as
femininities, thereby moving feminist debates in politics beyond the focus on women. It engages with some of the key
aspects of political science as well as important themes in gender and feminist research (such as sexuality and body
politics), thereby forging a dialogue between gender studies in politics and mainstream political science. The handbook is
organized in sections that look at sexuality and body politics; political economy; civil society; participation, representation
and policymaking; institutions, states and governance as well as nation, citizenship and identity. The Oxford Handbook of
Gender and Politics contains and reflects the best scholarship in its field.
Weak or failed states - where no government is in control - are the source of many of the world's most serious problems,
from poverty, AIDS and drugs to terrorism. What can be done to help? The problem of weak states and the need for statebuilding has existed for many years, but it has been urgent since September 11 and Afghanistan and Iraq. The formation
of proper public institutions, such as an honest police force, uncorrupted courts, functioning schools and medical services
and a strong civil service, is fraught with difficulties. We know how to help with resources, people and technology across
borders, but state building requires methods that are not easily transported. The ability to create healthy states from
nothing has suddenly risen to the top of the world agenda. State building has become a crucial matter of global security.
In this hugely important book, Francis Fukuyama explains the concept of state-building and discusses the problems and
causes of state weakness and its national and international effects.
How institutions for Internet governance are emerging from the tension between the territorially bound nation-state and a
transnational network society. When the prevailing system of governing divides the planet into mutually exclusive territorial
monopolies of force, what institutions can govern the Internet, with its transnational scope, boundless scale, and distributed
control? Given filtering/censorship by states and concerns over national cybersecurity, it is often assumed that the Internet will
inevitably be subordinated to the traditional system of nation-states. In Networks and States, Milton Mueller counters this, showing
how Internet governance poses novel and fascinating governance issues that give rise to a global politics and new transnational
institutions. Drawing on theories of networked governance, Mueller provides a broad overview of Internet governance from the
formation of ICANN to the clash at the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS), the formation of the Internet Governance
Forum, the global assault on peer-to-peer file sharing, and the rise of national-level Internet control and security concerns. Internet
governance has become a source of conflict in international relations. Networks and States explores the important role that
emerging transnational institutions could play in fostering global governance of communication-information policy.
Having started out as a new and alternative way of thinking about policy making and governing more broadly, governance is now
established as a dominant paradigm in understanding national, subnational and global politics. The long-awaited second edition of
this textbook takes into account the significant growth and proliferation of the field in recent years and offers a state of the art
introduction to how governance is being theorised and studied today. Written by two leading political scientists, Governance,
Politics and the State considers how societies are being, and can be, steered in a complex world where states must increasingly
interact with and influence other actors and institutions to achieve results. It is a valuable book for all students of governance. New
to this Edition: - A fully updated and revised set of chapters, including four new chapters – on multilevel governance, global
governance, metagovernance and populism and governance. - A postscript on how to study governance
This broad ranging new text analyses the emerging shape of urban politics in the twenty-first century. The author identifies 4 main
"models" of urban governance--"management," "Corporatist." "Pro-Growth" and "Welfare"--and assesses their different
implications for the major issues, interests and problems in the contemporary urban arena.
This Oxford Handbook will be the definitive study of governance for years to come. 'Governance' has become one of the most
popular terms in contemporary political science; this Handbook explores the full range of meaning and application of the concept
and its use in a number of research fields.
The term 'governance' has become one of the most widely used in debates in Political Science, Public Policy and International
Relations - often to mean very different things. Written by two leading political scientists, Governance, Politics and the State is the
first systematic introduction to its nature, meaning and significance. Its central concern is with how societies are being, and can be,
steered in an increasingly complex world where states must increasingly interact with and influence other actors and institutions to
achieve results.
One of the major objectives of good governance is human development. Many worry that without good governance, many
developing countries may become failed states. Using one of the worst industrial disasters in Bangladesh to date, Haroon A. Khan
helps further our understanding of the importance of bureaucratic capacity for achieving good governance and offers a new
paradigm for a merit system to improve governance. In doing so, he introduces the reader to the concept of good governance and
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its importance by investigating its relationship with failed states, globalization, bureaucratic effectiveness, and human
development. The Idea of Good Governance and the Politics of the Global South will be useful for the students interested in
political science, public administration and international relations.
The movement of displaced people, migrants and refugees has become increasingly important around the world, leading to a need
for increased scrutiny of global responses and policies towards migration. This book focuses on the Middle East, where many
nations are part of this global phenomenon as both home, transit and/or host country. Refugee Governance, State and Politics in
the Middle East examines the patterns of legal, political and institutional responses to large-scale Syrian forced migration. It
analyses the motivations behind neighbouring countries' policy responses, how their responses change over time and how they
have an impact on regional and global cooperation. Looking in particular at Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan, three of the world's top
refugee hosting countries, this book explores how refugee governance differs across countries and why they diverge. To theorize
variations, the book introduces multi-pattern and multi-stage refugee governance models as two complementary analytical
frameworks. The book further argues that each of these three states’ refugee responses is constructed based on three main
factors: internal political interests, economic-development related concerns, and foreign policy objectives as well as interactions
among them. The book’s categorizations and models (on policy fields, actors, stages, patterns and driving forces) provide
analytical tools to researchers for comparative analyses. Scholars and students of Comparative Politics, International Relations,
Refugee Studies, Global Governance and Middle Eastern Studies will find this book a useful contribution to their fields.
Governance discourse centers on an “ideal type” of modern statehood that exhibits full internal and external sovereignty and a
legitimate monopoly on the use of force. Yet modern statehood is an anomaly, both historically and within the contemporary
international system, while the condition of “limited statehood,” wherein countries lack the capacity to implement central decisions
and monopolize force, is the norm. Limited statehood, argue the authors in this provocative collection, is in fact a fundamental form
of governance, immune to the forces of economic and political modernization. Challenging common assumptions about sovereign
states and the evolution of modern statehood, particularly the dominant paradigms supported by international relations theorists,
development agencies, and international organizations, this volume explores strategies for effective and legitimate governance
within a framework of weak and ineffective state institutions. Approaching the problem from the perspectives of political science,
history, and law, contributors explore the factors that contribute to successful governance under conditions of limited statehood.
These include the involvement of nonstate actors and nonhierarchical modes of political influence. Empirical chapters analyze
security governance by nonstate actors, the contribution of public-private partnerships to promote the United Nations Millennium
Goals, the role of business in environmental governance, and the problems of Western state-building efforts, among other issues.
Recognizing these forms of governance as legitimate, the contributors clarify the complexities of a system the developed world
must negotiate in the coming century.

The term "governance" has become one of the most widely used in debates in Political Science, Public Policy, and
International Relations--often to mean very different things. Written by two leading political scientists, Governance,
Politics and the State is the first systematic introduction to its nature, meaning, and significance. Its central concern is
with how societies are being, and can be, steered in an increasingly complex world where states must increasingly
interact with and influence other actors and institutions to achieve results.
The Handbook of Swedish Politics provides a state of the art analysis of political development in Sweden. Covering all
essential aspects of politics in Sweden, this volume provides detailed accounts of policy making, governance, institutional
arrangements, foreign relations, electoral behavior, the party system, the public administration, the constitutional
framework, and the welfare state. The Handbook shows how many of the features that once were exceptional to
Sweden, for example, the welfare state, the consensual policy making, the historical compromise between capital and
labor, and the dominance of social democracy, are less prominent today compared to a few decades ago although they
are still certainly present. Global forces, increasing affluence, and an ideological shift towards neo-liberalism have
contributed to making Sweden more of an average European industrialized democracy. The Handbook is divided into ten
thematic Sections with four chapters and an Introduction in each Section. Thus, each theme is studied from different
perspectives in order to provide the reader with a more multi-faceted picture of the political development in each theme.
This innovative book is one of the first to conduct a systematic comprehensive analysis of the ideals and practices of the
evolving green state. It draws on elements of political theory, feminist theory, post-structuralism, governance and
institutional theory to conceptualise the green state and advances thinking on how to understand its emergence in the
context of climate and sustainability transitions. Focusing on the state as an actor in environmental, climate and
sustainability politics, the book explores different principles guiding the emergence of the green state and examines the
performance of states and institutional responses to the sustainable and climate transitions in the European and Nordic
context in particular. The book’s unique focus on the Nordic countries underlines the important to learn from Nordics,
which are perceived to be in the forefront of climate and sustainability governance as well as historically strong welfare
states. With chapter contributions from leading international scholars in political science, sociology, economics, energy
and environmental systems and climate policy studies, this book will be of great value to postgraduate students and
researchers working on sustainability transitions, environmental politics and governance, and those with an area studies
focus on the Nordic countries.
Poor people confront the state on an everyday basis all over the world. But how do they see the state, and how are these
engagements conducted? This book considers the Indian case where people's accounts, in particular in the countryside,
are shaped by a series of encounters that are staged at the local level, and which are also informed by ideas that are
circulated by the government and the broader development community. Drawing extensively on fieldwork conducted in
eastern India and their broad range of expertise, the authors review a series of key debates in development studies on
participation, good governance, and the structuring of political society. They do so with particular reference to the
Employment Assurance Scheme and primary education provision. Seeing the State engages with the work of James
Scott, James Ferguson and Partha Chatterjee, and offers a new interpretation of the formation of citizenship in South
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Asia.
The term 'governance' has become widely used in debates in political science, public policy and international relations,
often to mean very different things. This book is an introduction to its nature, meaning and significance. Its central
concern is with how societies are being, and can be, steered in an increasingly complex world where states must
increasingly interact with and influence other actors and institutions to achieve results.
Several problems plague contemporary thinking about governance. From the multiple definitions that are often vague and
confusing, to the assumption that governance strategies, networks and markets represent attempts by weakening states
to maintain control. Rethinking Governance questions this view and seeks to clarify how we understand governance.
Arguing that it is best understood as 'the strategies used by governments to help govern', the authors counter the view
that governments have been decentred. They show that far from receding, states are in fact enhancing their capacity to
govern by developing closer ties with non-government sectors. Identifying five 'modes' of government (governance
through hierarchy, persuasion, markets and contracts, community engagement, and network associations), Stephen Bell
and Andrew Hindmoor use practical examples to explore the strengths and limitations of each. In so doing, they
demonstrate how modern states are using a mixture of governance modes to address specific policy problems. This book
demonstrates why the argument that states are being 'hollowed out' is overblown.
Power and Authority in Internet Governance investigates the hotly contested role of the state in today's digital society.
The book asks: Is the state "back" in internet regulation? If so, what forms are state involvement taking, and with what
consequences for the future? The volume includes case studies from across the world and addresses a wide range of
issues regarding internet infrastructure, data and content. The book pushes the debate beyond a simplistic dichotomy
between liberalism and authoritarianism in order to consider also greater state involvement based on values of
democracy and human rights. Seeing internet governance as a complex arena where power is contested among diverse
non-state and state actors across local, national, regional and global scales, the book offers a critical and nuanced
discussion of how the internet is governed – and how it should be governed. Power and Authority in Internet Governance
provides an important resource for researchers across international relations, global governance, science and technology
studies and law as well as policymakers and analysts concerned with regulating the global internet.
This is the first book to examine and compare how rebels govern civilians during civil wars in Latin America, Africa, Asia,
and Europe. Drawing from a variety of disciplinary traditions, including political science, sociology, and anthropology, the
book provides in-depth case studies of specific conflicts as well as comparative studies of multiple conflicts. Among other
themes, the book examines why and how some rebels establish both structures and practices of rule, the role of
ideology, cultural, and material factors affecting rebel governance strategies, the impact of governance on the
rebel/civilian relationship, civilian responses to rebel rule, the comparison between modes of state and non-state
governance to rebel attempts to establish political order, the political economy of rebel governance, and the decline and
demise of rebel governance attempts.
Since it achieved independence in 1957, the West African state of Ghana has become the torchbearer of African liberation, as well as a
laboratory for the study of endemic problems facing the African continent. In terms of democratic consolidation, the country holds a unique
position on the continent as beacon of stability and democracy. Politics, Governance, and Development in Ghana takes critical stock of the
landmark themes that have dominated its history since independence. The contributors address issues such as citizenship, civil society, the
military, politicians, chiefs, transnational actors, the public sector and policies, the executive branch, decentralization, the economy, electoral
politics, natural resources, and relations with Asia and the diaspora. These themes support "mobilizing for Ghana's future," which is the
theme for the diamond jubilee celebration of Ghana's independence. Edited by Joseph R.A. Ayee, this book will deepen the literature on
studies on Ghana especially in the areas of politics, governance, economy and development; serve as a resource for academics, students,
practitioners; and commemorate the diamond jubilee celebration of Ghana's independence.
Examines the conceptual and theoretical problems in understanding governance.
Much analysis of state building focusses on dissecting specific projects and attempting to identify what has gone ’wrong’ in states such as
Afghanistan and Iraq. What draws less attention is what has gone ’right’ in non-interventionist statebuilding projects within 'unrecognised’
states. By examining this model in more depth a more successful model of statebuilding emerges in which the end goal of modern democracy
and good governance are more likely to be realized. Indeed 'states-within-states’ such as Somaliland where external intervention in the
statebuilding process is largely absent can provide vital new lessons. Somaliland is a functioning democratic political entity in northwestern
Somalia which declared its independence from the troubled south in 1991 and then embarked on an ambitious project to create a democratic
government and successful state in the post-conflict environment. The leaders and the people of Somaliland have since succeeded not only
in maintaining peace and stability, but also in building the institutions of government and the foundations for democracy that have led to a
succession of elections, peaceful transfers of power and a consolidation of democratization. The resulting state of Somaliland is widely hailed
as a beacon of success within a politically turbulent region and provides a useful framework for successful statebuilding projects throughout
the world.
China is widely viewed as a global powerhouse that has achieved a remarkable economic transformation with little political change. Less well
known is that China's leaders have also implemented far?reaching governance reforms designed to promote government transparency and
increase public participation in official policymaking. What are the motivations behind these reforms and, more importantly, what impact are
they having? This puzzle lies at the heart of Chinese politics and could dictate China's political trajectory for years to come. This extensive
collaborative study not only documents the origins and scope of these reforms across China, but offers the first systematic assessment by
quantitatively and qualitatively analyzing the impact of participation and transparency on important governance outcomes. Comparing across
provinces and over time, the authors argue that the reforms are resulting in lower corruption and enhanced legal compliance, but these
outcomes also depend on a broader societal ecosystem that includes an active media and robust civil society.
National Oil Companies (NOCs) play an important role in the world economy. They produce most of the world's oil and bankroll governments
across the globe. Although NOCs superficially resemble private-sector companies, they often behave in very different ways. Oil and
Governance explains the variation in performance and strategy for NOCs and provides fresh insights into the future of the oil industry as well
as the politics of the oil-rich countries where NOCs dominate. It comprises fifteen case studies, each following a common research design, of
NOCs based in the Middle East, Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe. The book also includes cross-cutting pieces on the industrial
structure of the oil industry and the politics and administration of NOCs. This book is the largest and most systematic analysis of NOCs to
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date and is suitable for audiences from industry and academia, as well as policy makers.
Property rights are important for economic exchange, but many governments don't protect them. Private market organizations can fill this gap
by providing an institutional structure to enforce agreements, but with this power comes the ability to extort group members. Under what
circumstances, then, will private organizations provide a stable environment for economic activity? Based on market case studies and a
representative survey of traders in Lagos, Nigeria, this book argues that threats from the government can force an association to behave in
ways that promote trade. The findings challenge the conventional wisdom that private good governance in developing countries thrives when
the government keeps its hands off private group affairs. Instead, the author argues, leaders among traders behave in ways that promote
trade primarily because of the threat of government intrusion.
This edited collection brings together enterprising pieces of new research on the many forms of organization in East and Southeast Asia that
are sponsored or mandated by government, but engage widespread participation at the grassroots level. Straddling the state-society divide,
these organizations play important roles in society and politics, yet remain only dimly understood. This book shines a spotlight on this
phenomenon, which speaks to fundamental questions about how such societies choose to organize themselves, how institutions of local
governance change over time, and how individuals respond to and make use of the power of the state. The contributors investigate
organizations ranging from volunteer-based organizations that partner with government in providing services for homeless children, to statemanaged networks of neighborhood- or village-level associations that perform representative as well as administrative functions and seeks to
answer a number of questions: When do the "vertical," top-down imperatives of the state stifle "horizontal" solidarities, and when might the
two work in harmony? Are useful social and administrative purposes served by this type of fusion? Does it amplify or merely muffle citizens’
voices? What does it tell us about existing accounts of community, social capital, "synergy," "complementarity," "subsidiarity," and related
concepts? Representing seven countries: China, Japan, Vietnam, Thailand, Indonesia, Taiwan, and Singapore this volume will be of interest
to undergraduates, postgraduates and academics in Asian studies, political science, sociology, anthropology, development, history, nonprofit
studies.
In the wake of the New Deal, U.S. politics has been popularly imagined as an ongoing conflict between small-government conservatives and
big-government liberals. In practice, narratives of left versus right or government versus the people do not begin to capture the dynamic ways
Americans pursue civic goals while protecting individual freedoms. Brian Balogh proposes a new view of U.S. politics that illuminates how
public and private actors collaborate to achieve collective goals. This "associational synthesis" treats the relationship between state and civil
society as fluid and challenges interpretations that map the trajectory of American politics solely along ideological lines. Rather, both liberals
and conservatives have extended the authority of the state but have done so most successfully when state action is mediated through
nongovernmental institutions, such as universities, corporations, interest groups, and other voluntary organizations. The Associational State
provides a fresh perspective on the crucial role that the private sector, trade associations, and professional organizations have played in
implementing public policies from the late nineteenth through the twenty-first century. Balogh examines key historical periods through the lens
of political development, paying particular attention to the ways government, social movements, and intermediary institutions have organized
support and resources to achieve public ends. Exposing the gap between the ideological rhetoric that both parties deploy today and their far
less ideologically driven behavior over the past century and a half, The Associational State offers one solution to the partisan gridlock that
currently grips the nation.

Decision-making is at the heart of governing and governance, and is a more challenging task compared to just a few decades ago
as a result of increasing social complexity and globalization. In this book, B. Guy Peters and Jon Pierre propose a new framework
for the comparative analysis of governance, arguing that government remains a central actor in governance. By articulating the
functionalist dimension of governance they show how goal setting, resource mobilization, decision-making, implementation and
feedback can be performed by a combination of different types of actors. Even so, effective governance requires a leading role for
government. The framework is also applied to a taxonomy of governance arrangements and national styles of governing.
Comparative Governance advances our knowledge about governance failure and how forms of governance may change. It also
significantly strengthens the theory of governance, showing how governance can be studied conceptually as well as empirically.
State–Society Relations and Governance in China, a wide-ranging collection of essays written by scholars from both inside and
outside China, explores the complexity of the changing state-society relationship and the modes and practices of governance in
China by combining theoretical exploration and empirical case studies.
How do government arrangements emerge? When and how does individual agency turn into collective agency? How do sensory
experiences of violence, instability, etc affect the configuration of governance arrangements? When, why, and how are
governance arrangements institutionalized? This book seeks to contribute to a non-normative conceptualization of the emergence
and transformation of government arrangements, and addresses the under-theorization of actors and agency in conventional
governance theories. The editors and contributors theorize the concept of governance more concretely by analyzing the key actors
and arrangements that define states of governance across different places and by examining its performance and development in
particular settings and time periods. Each contribution to the edited volume is based on a case-study drawn from Africa, though
the book argues that the core issues identified remain the same across the world, though in different empirical contexts. The
contributions also range across key disciplines, from anthropology to sociology to political science. This ground-breaking volume
addresses governance arrangements, discusses how social actors form such arrangements, and concludes by synthesizing an
actor-centered understanding of political articulation to a general theory of governance. Scholars across disciplines such as
political science, development studies, African studies, and sociology will find the book insightful.
Over the last 20 years of the 20th century, change in China has been breathtaking. Reform has affected every facet of life and has
left no policy and institution untouched. How did China move from being one of the most isolated nations to being a major
international player? Written by a leading academic authority who has also lived and worked in China, this text provides a thorough
introduction to these changes and to all aspects of politics and governance in post-Mao China.
Governance discourse centers on an "ideal type" of modern statehood that exhibits full internal and external sovereignty and a
legitimate monopoly on the use of force. Yet modern statehood is an anomaly, both historically and within the contemporary
international system, while the condition of "limited statehood," wherein countries lack the capacity to implement central decisions
and monopolize force, is the norm. Limited statehood, argue the authors in this provocative collection, is in fact a fundamental form
of governance, immune to the forces of economic and political modernization. Challenging common assumptions about sovereign
states and the evolution of modern statehood, particularly the dominant paradigms supported by international relations theorists,
development agencies, and international organizations, this volume explores strategies for effective and legitimate governance
within a framework of weak and ineffective state institutions. Approaching the problem from the perspectives of political science,
history, and law, contributors explore the factors that contribute to successful governance under conditions of limited statehood.
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These include the involvement of nonstate actors and nonhierarchical modes of political influence. Empirical chapters analyze
security governance by nonstate actors, the contribution of public-private partnerships to promote the United Nations Millennium
Goals, the role of business in environmental governance, and the problems of Western state-building efforts, among other issues.
Recognizing these forms of governance as legitimate, the contributors clarify the complexities of a system the developed world
must negotiate in the coming century.
The term 'governance' has become on of the most widely used in debates in Political Science - and one of the most
misunderstood and contested. This leading and defining text has been updated throughout and extended to cover netweork, global
and multi-level governance, on meta-governance and complexity, measurement and building empirical models.
There has been an explosion of new forms of governance as societies adapt to economic, social and political change. This book
highlights the dynamics of the social, cultural and institutional practices involved in 'remaking' governance. It is structured around
three key themes: the remaking of peoples, publics and politics.
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