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This eBook edition of "The Life Story of Olaudah Equiano" has been formatted to the highest digital standards and
adjusted for readability on all devices. "The Life of Olaudah Equiano" is one of the earliest-known examples of published
writing by an African writer and the first influential slave narrative of what became a large literary genre. Equiano's
autobiography helped in the creation of the Slave Trade Act 1807 which ended the African slave trade for Britain and its
colonies.
The Interesting Life of Olaudah Equiano (Or Gustavus Vassa, The African), first published in 1789, is the autobiography
of Olaudah Equiano. The book describes Equiano's time spent in slavery, and documents his attempts at becoming an
independent man through his study of the Bible, and his eventual conversion to Christianity. Olaudah Equiano
(1745-1797) also known as Gustavus Vassa, was a prominent African involved in the British movement for the abolition
of the slave trade. He was enslaved as a child, purchased his freedom, and worked as an author, merchant, and explorer
in South America, the Caribbean, the Arctic, the American colonies, and the United Kingdom, where he settled by 1792.
His autobiography, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, depicts the horrors of slavery and influenced
the enactment of the Slave Trade Act of 1807.
A powerful, terrifying, uplifting, and true story of the life of a slave, stolen from Africa, his life as a slave to an officer of the
British Navy to him winning his freedom. An important historical work and a true adventure story.
It is, at one and the same time, an original portrait of a remarkable African and a study of the world of eighteenth-century
Atlantic slavery.
Until fairly recently, critical studies and anthologies of African American literature generally began with the 1830s and
1840s. Yet there was an active and lively transatlantic black literary tradition as early as the 1760s. Genius in Bondage
situates this literature in its own historical terms, rather than treating it as a sort of prologue to later African American
writings. The contributors address the shifting meanings of race and gender during this period, explore how black identity
was cultivated within a capitalist economy, discuss the impact of Christian religion and the Enlightenment on definitions of
freedom and liberty, and identify ways in which black literature both engaged with and rebelled against Anglo-American
culture.
Completely revised and edited with an introduction and notes by Vincent Carretta An exciting and often terrifying
adventure story, as well as an important precursor to such famous nineteenth-century slave narratives as Frederick
Douglass's autobiographies, Olaudah Equiano's The Interesting Narrative recounts his kidnapping in Africa at the age of
ten, his service as the slave of an officer in the British Navy, his ten years of labor on slave ships until he was able to
purchase his freedom in 1766, and his life afterward as a leading and respected figure in the antislavery movement in
England. A spirited autobiography, a tale of spiritual quest and fulfillment, and a sophisticated treatise on religion, politics,
and economics, The Interesting Narrative is a work of enduring literary and historical value. For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines.
Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
A first-person narrative of Olaudah Equiano’s journey from his native Africa to the New World, that follows his capture,
introduction to Christianity and eventual release. His story is an eye-opening depiction of personal resilience in the face
of structural oppression. Olaudah Equiano’s origins are rooted in West Africa’s Eboe district, which is modern-day
Nigeria. He details the shocking events that led up to his kidnapping and subsequent trade into slavery. His journey starts
at 11 years old, forcing him to come of age in a society that abuses him at every turn. During his plight, he attempts to
find new ways to survive, educating himself and eventually formulating a plan to obtain his freedom. In The Interesting
Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, the author illustrates the harsh realities of slavery. Upon its release, the book
was well-received and translated into multiple languages including German and Dutch. It set the precedent for many firstperson narratives that would highlight their own unfathomable experiences. With an eye-catching new cover, and
professionally typeset manuscript, this edition of The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano is both modern
and readable.
Kidnapped at the age of 11 from his home in Benin, Africa, Olaudah Equiano spent the next 11 years as a slave in England, the
U.S., and the West Indies, until he was able to buy his freedom. His autobiography, published in 1789, was a bestseller in its own
time. Cameron has modernized and shortened it while remaining true to the spirit of the original. It's a gripping story of adventure,
betrayal, cruelty, and courage. In searing scenes, Equiano describes the savagery of his capture, the appalling conditions on the
slave ship, the auction, and the forced labor. . . . Kids will read this young man's story on their own; it will also enrich curriculum
units on history and on writing.
The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano or Gustavus Vassa, the African. Written by Himself was the first work that
influenced the nineteenth-century genre of slave narrative autobiographies. Written and published by Equiano, a former slave, it
became a prototype for those that followed. Kidnapped in Africa as a child, Equiano was transported to the Caribbean and then to
Virginia, bought by a Quaker shipowner, and placed in service at sea. Aboard various American and British ships, he sailed
throughout the world, and he continued to do so after having purchased his freedom in 1766. Once settled in London, he fought
tirelessly to end slavery. This edition of Equiano's Narrative places the text in the center of abolitionist activity in the late eighteenth
century. Equiano knew many of the leading abolitionist figures of his time, and this edition allows readers to trace the common
ideas and cross-influences in the works of the political and literary figures who fought for the end of slavery in America and
England. The original 1789 text of the narrative has been used for the Broadview edition with Equiano's subsequent emendations
included in the appendices.
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Published in 1789, Equiano's autobiography was the first of its kind to influence a wide audience. He told the story of his life and
suffering as a slave. He describes scenes of outrageous torture and made it clear to his readers how the institution of slavery
dehumanized both owner and slave. Equiano's work became an important part of the abolitionist cause, because he was able to
portray Africans with a humanity that many slave traders tried to deny. Anyone with an interest in the slave trade or the abolitionist
movement will find this book essential reading. Nigerian slave and abolitionist OLAUDAH EQUIANO (1745-1797) was sold to
white slavers when he was eleven and renamed Gustavas Vassa. He worked on a naval ship and fought during the Seven Years'
War, which he felt earned him a right to freedom. Eventually, he was able to purchase his freedom and move to England, where
he was safe from being captured back into slavery. There, he was an outspoken advocate of the abolitionist movement.
Carretta offers the first full-length biography of Phillis Wheatley (1753? 1784), who became the first English-speaking person of
African descent to publish a book and only the second woman of any race or background to do so in America."
This is the biography of an American slave who was born in Africa. His adventures took him to Rio de Janeiro, New York, Boston,
Canada, and Britain; he knew Arabic, Dendi, probably Hausa, Portuguese, English, and French. In recent times scholars raised
the doubt that such biographies of slaves born in Africa were only partially true; so, Law and Lovejoy traveled to Djougou and
Brazil and followed the traces of Baquaqua via various collections, documents, oral history and written reports. They photographed
the sites described by Baquaqua and included them in the book. They have also added several letters and other documents to the
1854 original edition. Baquaqua was enslaved in northern Benin in the early 1840s when he was about 20. At the time he was a
bodyguard for the ruler of a subordinate town. He was abducted, taken south through Togo to Ouidah, a port in Dahomey, shipped
to Pernambuco in Brazil, and sold to a merchant from Rio. This merchant then sold him to another Rio merchant, who took him by
ship to New York City, where a little-known black group, the New York Vigilance Society, convinced him to jump ship. He escaped
to Boston and traveled to Haiti, the only free Black state, where he was picked up by the Free Baptist Mission. Here Baquaqua
converted to Christianity. He later returned to the U.S. and attended college, and traveled extensively.
An 18-century best-seller, it is a magnificent revolutionary abolitionist autobiography, a tale of spiritual quest and a treatise on
religion, politics and economics written by a former native African slave. It traces the common ideas and cross-influences in the
lives of the political and literary figures who fought for the end of slavery. Everlasting historical work!
In the first book-length study of Arkansas slavery in more than sixty years, A Weary Land offers a glimpse of enslaved life on the
South's western margins, focusing on the intersections of land use and agriculture within the daily life and work of bonded Black
Arkansans. As they cleared trees, cultivated crops, and tended livestock on the southern frontier, Arkansas's enslaved farmers
connected culture and nature, creating their own meanings of space, place, and freedom. Kelly Houston Jones analyzes how the
arrival of enslaved men and women as an imprisoned workforce changed the meaning of Arkansas's acreage, while their labor
transformed its landscape. They made the most of their surroundings despite the brutality and increasing labor demands of the
?second slavery?--the increasingly harsh phase of American chattel bondage fueled by cotton cultivation in the Old Southwest.
Jones contends that enslaved Arkansans were able to repurpose their experiences with agricultural labor, rural life, and the natural
world to craft a sense of freedom rooted in the ability to own land, the power to control their own movement, and the right to use
the landscape as they saw fit.

The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, or Gustavus Vassa, the African. Written by Himself (1789) is
one of the most frequently and heatedly discussed texts in the canon of eighteenth-century transatlantic literature written
in English. Equiano’s Narrative contains an engrossing account of the author’s experiences in Africa, the Americas, and
Europe as he sought freedom from bondage and became a leading figure in the abolitionist movement. While scholars
have approached this sophisticated work from diverse critical and historical/biographical perspectives, there has been,
until now, little written about the ways in which it can be successfully taught in the twenty-first-century classroom. In this
collection of essays, most of them never before published, sixteen teacher-scholars focus explicitly on the various
classroom contexts in which the Narrative can be assigned and various pedagogical strategies that can be used to help
students understand the text and its complex cultural, intellectual, literary, and historical implications. The contributors
explore topics ranging from the religious dimensions of Equiano’s rhetoric and controversies about his origins,
specifically whether he was actually born in Africa and endured the Middle Passage, to considerations of the Narrative’s
place in American Literature survey courses and how it can be productively compared to other texts, including captivity
narratives and modern works of fiction. They not only suggest an array of innovative teaching models but also offer new
readings of the work that have been overlooked in Equiano studies and Slavery studies. With these two dimensions, this
volume will help ensure that conversations over Equiano’s eighteenth-century autobiography remain relevant and
engaging to today’s students. ERIC D. LAMORE is an assistant professor of English at the University of Puerto Rico at
Mayagüez. A contributor to The Greenwood Encyclopedia of American Poets and Poetry, he is also the coeditor, with
John C. Shields, of New Essays on Phillis Wheatley.
King George III inherited two legacies from the restoration of the monarchy in 1660: his crown and a tradition of regal
satire. As the last British monarch who fully ruled as well as reigned and as the last king of America, George III was the
target of constant satiric attacks even before he came to the throne in 1760 and for years after his death in 1820. An
interdisciplinary and intercontinental study, this book examines the political satiric poetry and political graphic prints of
Britain and Colonial America during the late Georgian period--a tumultuous era that witnessed the American and French
revolutions, the Napoleonic wars, and the birth of the Romantic movement. Using George III as his focal point, Vincent
Carretta draws on a wide range of verbal and visual sources to illuminate the development of satire from the work of
Charles Churchill and William Hogarth to Lord Byron and George Cruikshank. Extending the argument from his earlier
book, The Snarling Muse, which dealt with satire during the first half of the eighteenth century, Carretta demonstrates
that the satiric line of descent from the early decades of the 1700s through the 1820s is much more direct than most
scholars have recognized. Throughout the book, Carretta examines not only how the monarchy was reflected in satire
but how satire in turn may have influenced the regal institution. In the 1790s, for example, British satirists discovered that
their earlier attacks on the king for not being kingly enough had brought an unanticipated consequence: they had created
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the basis for the fictional commoner-king, Farmer George, which the king's supporters used with great rhetorical
effectiveness against the threat of revolutionary French ideas. Enhanced by more than 160 illustrations, George III and
the Satirists effectively demonstrates how a wide range of materials, verbal and visual, literary and nonliterary, can be
marshaled in an interdisciplinary pursuit that crosses conventional fields and periods, repositioning artists and authors
who are too often approached outside their original contexts.
Reveals the fascinating life of Phillis Wheatley, the first English-speaking person of African descent to publish a book,
and only the second woman to do so in America, and also to do so while she was a slave and a teenager.
An unforgettable account of one young man's struggle for freedom tells of his harrowing experiences as an African prince
who was kidnapped into slavery in 1755 and followed his various masters from the Americas to Europe and through the
Caribbean. Reprint.
Publisher description: In this eighteenth-century memoir, Olaudah Equiano recounts his remarkable life story, which
begins when he is kidnapped in Africa as a boy and sold into slavery and culminates when he has achieved renown as a
British antislavery advocate.
The 18th century was a wealth of knowledge, exploration and rapidly growing technology and expanding record-keeping
made possible by advances in the printing press. In its determination to preserve the century of revolution, Gale initiated
a revolution of its own: digitization of epic proportions to preserve these invaluable works in the largest archive of its kind.
Now for the first time these high-quality digital copies of original 18th century manuscripts are available in print, making
them highly accessible to libraries, undergraduate students, and independent scholars. Rich in titles on English life and
social history, this collection spans the world as it was known to eighteenth-century historians and explorers. Titles
include a wealth of travel accounts and diaries, histories of nations from throughout the world, and maps and charts of a
world that was still being discovered. Students of the War of American Independence will find fascinating accounts from
the British side of conflict. ++++ The below data was compiled from various identification fields in the bibliographic record
of this title. This data is provided as an additional tool in helping to insure edition identification: ++++ British Library
T140574 With a list of subscribers. London: printed for, and sold by, the author. Sold also by Mr. Johnson; Messrs.
Robinsons; Mr. Robson, and Mr. Clark; Mr. Davis; Mr. Matthews; Mr. Richardson; Mr. Chalmers [London]; Mr. J.
Thompson, Manchester; and the booksellers in Oxford and Cambridge viii, [14],359, [1]p., plates: port.; 12°
In this book, Shelly Eversley historicizes the demand for racial authenticity - what Zora Neale Hurston called 'the real
Negro' - in twentieth-century American literature. Eversley argues that the modern emergence of the interest in 'the real
Negro' transforms the question of what race an author belongs into a question of what it takes to belong to that race.
Consequently, Paul Laurence Dunbar's Negro dialect poems were prized in the first part of the century because - written
by a black man - they were not 'imitation' black, while the dialect performances by Zora Neale Hurston were celebrated
because, written by a 'real' black, they were not 'imitation' white. The second half of the century, in its dismissal of
material segregation, sanctions a notion of black racial meaning as internal and psychological and thus promotes a
version of black racial 'truth' as invisible and interior, yet fixed within a stable conception of difference. The Real Negro
foregrounds how investments in black racial specificity illuminate the dynamic terms that define what makes a text and a
person 'black', while it also reveals how 'blackness', spoken and authentic, guards a more fragile, because unspoken,
commitment to the purity and primacy of 'whiteness' as a stable, uncontested ideal.
The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, written in 1789, details its writer's life in slavery, his time spent serving on galleys,
the eventual attainment of his own freedom and later success in business. Including a look at how slavery stood in West Africa, the book
received favorable reviews and was one of the first slave narratives to be read widely.
This is the first edition of the correspondence of Philip Quaque, a prolific writer of African descent whose letters provide a unique perspective
on the effects of the slave trade and its abolition in Africa. Born around 1740 at Cape Coast, in what is now Ghana, Quaque was brought to
England by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. In 1765 he became the first African ordained as an Anglican priest. He returned to
Africa and served for fifty years as the society's missionary and also as chaplain to the Company of Merchants Trading to Africa (CMTA) at
Cape Coast Castle, the principal slave-trading site of the CMTA. Quaque sent more than fifty letters to London and North America reporting
on his successes and failures, his relationships with European and African authorities, and his observations on the effects of the American
and French revolutions on Africa. The regular references to his African mission in popular magazines made Quaque well known in the
English-speaking world. Initially writing when the transatlantic slave trade went largely unquestioned, Quaque in his later letters traces the
period of abolitionist fervor leading up to the ban in 1808. Although his employers supported and facilitated slavery, Quaque's letters reveal
his evolving opposition to both slavery and the slave trade, particularly in his correspondence with early abolitionists. Quaque's life offers a
fascinating perspective on transatlantic identity, missionary activity, precolonial European involvement in Africa, the early abolition movement,
and Cape Coast society.
The wonderful autobiographical narrative of Olaudah Equiano.
The autobiography of a slave kidnapped from a West African tribe as a child who, during his voyages and trials in various parts of the world,
educated himself and ultimately purchased his freedom.
The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano Or Gustavus Vassa, The African Olaudah Equiano (c. 1745 - 31 March 1797) also
known as Gustavus Vassa, was a prominent African involved in the British movement for the abolition of the slave trade. He was enslaved as
a child in his home town of Essaka in what is now south eastern Nigeria, shipped to the West Indies, moved to England, and successfully
purchased his freedom. Throughout his life Equiano worked as an author, a seafarer, merchant, hairdresser, and explorer in South and
Central America, the Caribbean, and the Arctic, the American colonies, and the United Kingdom, where he settled by 1792. His
autobiography, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, depicts the horrors of slavery and influenced the enactment of the
Slave Trade Act of 1807. In his account, Equiano gives details about his hometown Essaka and the laws and customs of the Igbo people
(written Eboe), he also gave description of some of the communities he passed through as he was forced to the coast. His biography details
his voyage on a slave ship, the brutality of slavery in the West Indies, Virginia, and Georgia, and the disenfranchisement of freed people of
colour (including kidnap and enslavement) in these same places. Equiano was particularly attached to his Christian faith which he embraced
in 1759 and is a recurring theme in his autobiography; he identified as a Protestant of the Church of England. Several events in his life drew
him to question his faith, as well as almost losing it completely after a black cook named John Annis was kidnapped from a ship in England
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and then tortured on the island of Saint Kitts. As a free man, Equiano's life was still filled with stresses and even had suicidal thoughts before
he became a born again Christian and found peace in his faith. Earlier in his freedom, he resolved never to visit the West Indies or the
Americas again because of the brutality about, but was drawn back there because of his duties to various captains. Later in his life, Equiano
married an English woman named Susannah Cullen and had two children. He died in 1797; the exact location of his gravesite is unknown,
although there are plaques commemorating his life lived in buildings around London. There have been efforts in Nigeria to find about his
birthplace and home town, Essaka. Additionally, there have been contentions, even in his lifetime, that Equiano was not African born at all,
instead, a slave from The Carolinas, with apparent documented evidence. A few hypothesis have been made to support his African origin and
to find the whereabout of his hometown, none of which have been substantiated.
In an adventurous and extraordinary life, Equiano crisscrossed the Atlantic world, from West Africa to the Caribbean to the U.S. to Britain,
either as a slave or fighting with the Royal Navy. This account is not only one of the great documents of the abolition movement, but also a
startling, moving story of danger and betrayal.
More than just a fascinating story, Olaudah Equiano's autobiography - the first slave narrative to be widely read - reveals many aspects of the
eighteenth-century Western world through the experiences of one individual. The second edition takes into consideration the latest
scholarship on Atlantic history and the history of slavery. Professor Allison s introduction, which places Equiano s narrative in the context of
the Atlantic slave trade, has been revised and updated to include a discussion of the geographic origins of African slaves and the debate over
Equiano s birthplace. Expanded and improved pedagogical features include contemporary illustrations with extensive captions and a map
showing the travels of Equiano in more detail. Helpful footnotes provide guidance throughout the eighteenth-century text, and a chronology
and an up-to-date bibliography aid students in their study of this thought-provoking narrative.
'Cut iron with iron, What makes iron valuable, Big kuku tree and big silk-cotton tree, Fari and Kaunju -' Told and retold since the fourteenth
century, this West African epic chronicles the story of the mighty warrior who saves his people and founds an empire. One of 46 new books in
the bestselling Little Black Classics series, to celebrate the first ever Penguin Classic in 1946. Each book gives readers a taste of the
Classics' huge range and diversity, with works from around the world and across the centuries - including fables, decadence, heartbreak, tall
tales, satire, ghosts, battles and elephants.
Tells the story of the former slave who was the English-speaking world's most renowned person of African descent in the 1700s and is
considered the founding father of both the African and the African American literary traditions.
Olaudah Equiano was kidnapped as a child from his village in Africa and shipped to America to begin life as a slave. This book recounts his
amazing journey to freedom and how he eventually helped to put an end to slavery. The text and pictures graphically portray his life aboard
ship, on the plantations and later life in the English gentry. • Emerald/Band 15 books provide a widening range of genres including science
fiction and biography, prompting more ways to respond to texts. •Text type - A biography • There is a useful glossary and a timeline of
Olaudah's life to help children recount the information. • Curriculum links - Citizenship : to realise the nature and consequences of racism;
Geography: To recognise how places fit together within a wide geographical context.
The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, Or Gustavus Vassa, The African, Written By Himself, this is a fascinating account of
Equiano's time spent in enslavement, and his attempts at becoming an independent man through his study of the Bible, and his success in
gaining his own freedom and in business thereafter. A real masterpiece and a book of historical importance.Any profits made from the sale of
this book will go towards supporting the Freeriver Community project, a project that aims to support community and encourage well-being. To
learn more about the Freeriver Community project please visit the website-www.freerivercommunity.com
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