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Communicative Capitalism Circulation And The
Foreclosure
The digital world profoundly shapes how we work and consume and also how we play,
socialize, create identities, and engage in politics and civic life. Indeed, we are so enmeshed in
digital networks—from social media to cell phones—that it is hard to conceive of them from the
outside or to imagine an alternative, let alone defy their seemingly inescapable power and
logic. Yes, it is (sort of) possible to quit Facebook. But is it possible to disconnect from the
digital network—and why might we want to? Off the Network is a fresh and authoritative
examination of how the hidden logic of the Internet, social media, and the digital network is
changing users’ understanding of the world—and why that should worry us. Ulises Ali Mejias
also suggests how we might begin to rethink the logic of the network and question its
ascendancy. Touted as consensual, inclusive, and pleasurable, the digital network is also,
Mejias says, monopolizing and threatening in its capacity to determine, commodify, and
commercialize so many aspects of our lives. He shows how the network broadens participation
yet also exacerbates disparity—and how it excludes more of society than it includes. Uniquely,
Mejias makes the case that it is not only necessary to challenge the privatized and
commercialized modes of social and civic life offered by corporate-controlled spaces such as
Facebook and Twitter, but that such confrontations can be mounted from both within and
outside the network. The result is an uncompromising, sophisticated, and accessible critique of
the digital world that increasingly dominates our lives.
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The definitive, bestselling book on the origins and development of nationalism...
This volume explores activism, research and critique in the age of digital subjects and objects
and Big Data capitalism after a digital turn said to have radically transformed our political
futures. Optimists assert that the ‘digital’ promises: new forms of community and ways of
knowing and sensing, innovation, participatory culture, networked activism, and distributed
democracy. Pessimists argue that digital technologies have extended domination via new
forms of control, networked authoritarianism and exploitation, dehumanization and the
surveillance society. Leading international scholars present varied interdisciplinary
assessments of such claims – in theory and via dialogue – and of the digital’s impact on
society and the potentials, pitfalls, limits and ideologies, of digital activism. They reflect on
whether computational social science, digital humanities and ubiquitous datafication lead to
digital positivism that threatens critical research or lead to new horizons in theory and society.
An electronic version of this book is freely available, thanks to the support of libraries working
with Knowledge Unlatched. KU is a collaborative initiative designed to make high quality books
Open Access for the public good. More information about the initiative and details about KU’s
Open Access programme can be found at www.knowledgeunlatched.org.
In this new title in Verso’s Pocket Communism series, Jodi Dean unshackles the communist
ideal from the failures of theSoviet Union. In an age when the malfeasance of
internationalbanking has alerted exploited populations the world over to theunsustainability of
an economic system predicated on perpetualgrowth, it is time the left ended its melancholic
accommodationwith capitalism. In the new capitalism of networked information technologies,
ourvery ability to communicate is exploited, but revolution is stillpossible if we organize on the
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basis of our common and collectivedesires. Examining the experience of the Occupy
movement, Deanargues that such spontaneity can’t develop into a revolution andit needs to
constitute itself as a party. An innovative work of pressing relevance, The Communist
Horizonoffers nothing less than a manifesto for a new collective politics.
Why employees of pioneering Internet companies chose to invest their time, energy, hopes,
and human capital in start-up ventures. In the dot-com boom of the late 1990s, employees of
Internet startups took risks—left well-paying jobs for the chance of striking it rich through stock
options (only to end up unemployed a year later), relocated to areas that were epicenters of a
booming industry (that shortly went bust), chose the opportunity to be creative over the stability
of a set schedule. In Venture Labor, Gina Neff investigates choices like these made by hightech workers in New York City's “Silicon Alley” in the 1990s. Why did these workers exhibit
entrepreneurial behavior in their jobs—investing time, energy, and other personal resources that
Neff terms “venture labor”—when they themselves were employees and not entrepreneurs?
Neff argues that this behavior was part of a broader shift in society in which economic risk
shifted away from collective responsibility toward individual responsibility. In the new economy,
risk and reward took the place of job loyalty, and the dot-com boom helped glorify risks.
Company flexibility was gained at the expense of employee security. Through extensive
interviews, Neff finds not the triumph of the entrepreneurial spirit but a mixture of motivations
and strategies, informed variously by bravado, naïveté, and cold calculation. She connects
these individual choices with larger social and economic structures, making it clear that
understanding venture labor is of paramount importance for encouraging innovation and, even
more important, for creating sustainable work environments that support workers.
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Framing the debate about "Empire," this landmark new book brings together leading scholars
to make sense of "Empire"'s new vocabulary and tackle its claims head on.
This critical reader of essays places the boom and bust years of the Internet in a broad cultural
context. Exploring the world of HTML, Web browsers, cookies, online Net guides, portals and
ISPs, this text includes the history of the Internet, case studies and discussions of online
community.
The contributors of this text discuss broad questions of media and politics, offer nuanced
analyses of change in journalism, and undertake detailed examinations of the use of webbased media in shaping political and social movements. The chapters include not only essays
but also interviews with journalists and media activists.
Despite the reversal of America’s fortune from the triumphalism of the Roaring Nineties to the
gloom of the lost decade and the Great Depression, theoretical conceptions of US capitalism
have remained surprisingly unchanged. In fact, if the crisis questioned the sustainability of the
US capitalist paradigm, it did not fundamentally challenge academic theorization of American
political economy. This book departs from the American political economy literature to identify
three common myths that have shaped our conceptualization of US capitalism: its reduction to
a state-market dyad dis-embedded from societal factors; the illusion of a weak state and the
synchronic conception of the US variety of capitalism. To remedy these pitfalls, the authors
propose a civilizational approach to American political economy at the crossroads between
cultural studies, history, sociology and political science. Drawing together contributions from a
rich variety of fields (from geography to cultural studies, political science and sociology) this
work sheds a new light on America’s "cultural political economy" combining theoretical
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reflection with empirical data and offering innovative perspectives on the crisis and renewal of
American capitalism.
"David Harvey examines the internal contradictions within the flow of capital that have
precipitated recent crises. While the contradictions have made capitalism flexible and resilient,
they also contain the seeds of systemic catastrophe"-Democracy and Other Neoliberal Fantasies is an impassioned call for the realization of a
progressive left politics in the United States. Through an assessment of the ideologies
underlying contemporary political culture, Jodi Dean takes the left to task for its capitulations to
conservatives and its failure to take responsibility for the extensive neoliberalization
implemented during the Clinton presidency. She argues that the left’s ability to develop and
defend a collective vision of equality and solidarity has been undermined by the ascendance of
“communicative capitalism,” a constellation of consumerism, the privileging of the self over
group interests, and the embrace of the language of victimization. As Dean explains,
communicative capitalism is enabled and exacerbated by the Web and other networked
communications media, which reduce political energies to the registration of opinion and the
transmission of feelings. The result is a psychotic politics where certainty displaces credibility
and the circulation of intense feeling trumps the exchange of reason. Dean’s critique ranges
from her argument that the term democracy has become a meaningless cipher invoked by the
left and right alike to an analysis of the fantasy of free trade underlying neoliberalism, and from
an examination of new theories of sovereignty advanced by politicians and left academics to a
look at the changing meanings of “evil” in the speeches of U.S. presidents since the midtwentieth century. She emphasizes the futility of a politics enacted by individuals determined
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not to offend anyone, and she examines questions of truth, knowledge, and power in relation to
9/11 conspiracy theories. Dean insists that any reestablishment of a vital and purposeful left
politics will require shedding the mantle of victimization, confronting the marriage of
neoliberalism and democracy, and mobilizing different terms to represent political strategies
and goals.
Women in today’s advanced capitalist societies are encouraged to “lean in.” The media and
government champion women’s empowerment. In a cultural climate where women can
seemingly have it all, why do so many successful professional women—lawyers, financial
managers, teachers, engineers, and others—give up their careers after having children and
become stay-at-home mothers? How do they feel about their decision and what do their stories
tell us about contemporary society? Heading Home reveals the stark gap between the promise
of gender equality and women’s experience of continued injustice. Shani Orgad draws on indepth, personal, and profoundly ambivalent interviews with highly educated London women
who left paid employment to take care of their children while their husbands continued to work
in high-powered jobs. Despite identifying the structural forces that maintain gender inequality,
these women still struggle to articulate their decisions outside the narrow cultural ideals that
devalue motherhood and individualize success and failure. Orgad juxtaposes these stories with
media and policy depictions of women, work, and family, detailing how—even as their
experiences fly in the face of fantasies of work-life balance and marriage as an egalitarian
partnership—these women continue to interpret and judge themselves according to the ideals
that are failing them. Rather than calling for women to transform their feelings and behavior,
Heading Home argues that we must unmute and amplify women’s desire, disappointment, and
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rage, and demand social infrastructure that will bring about long-overdue equality both at work
and at home.
The Work of Communication: Relational Perspectives on Working and Organizing in
Contemporary Capitalism revolves around a two-part question: "What have work and
organization become under contemporary capitalism—and how should organization studies
approach them?" Changes in the texture of capitalism, heralded by social and organizational
theorists alike, increasingly focus attention on communication as both vital to the conduct of
work and as imperative to organizational performance. Yet most accounts of communication in
organization studies fail to understand an alternate sense of the "work of communication" in
the constitution of organizations, work practices, and economies. This book responds to that
lack by portraying communicative practices—as opposed to individuals, interests, technologies,
structures, organizations, or institutions—as the focal units of analysis in studies of the social
and organizational problems occasioned by contemporary capitalism. Rather than suggesting
that there exists a canonically "correct" route communicative analyses must follow, The Work
of Communication: Relational Perspectives on Working and Organizing in Contemporary
Capitalism explores the value of transcending longstanding divides between symbolic and
material factors in studies of working and organizing. The recognition of dramatic shifts in
technological, economic, and political forces, along with deep interconnections among the
myriad of factors shaping working and organizing, sows doubts about whether organization
studies is up to the vital task of addressing the social problems capitalism now creates. Kuhn,
Ashcraft, and Cooren argue that novel insights into those social problems are possible if we tell
different stories about working and organizing. To aid authors of those stories, they develop a
Page 7/20

Read Free Communicative Capitalism Circulation And The Foreclosure
set of conceptual resources that they capture under the mantle of communicative relationality.
These resources allow analysts to profit from burgeoning interest in notions such as
sociomateriality, posthumanism, performativity, and affect. It goes on to illustrate the benefits
that investigations of work and organization can realize from communicative relationality by
presenting case studies that analyze (a) the becoming of an idea, from its inception to
solidification, (b) the emergence of what is taken to be the "the product" in high-tech startup
entrepreneurship, and (c) the branding of work (in this case, academic writing and commercial
aviation) through affective economies. Taken together, the book portrays "the work of
communication" as simultaneously about how work in the "new economy" revolves around
communicative practice and about how communication serves as a mode of explanation with
the potential to cultivate novel stories about working and organizing. Aimed at academics,
researchers, and policy makers, this book’s goal is to make tangible the contributions of
communication for thinking about contemporary social and organizational problems.
Democracy is in shambles economically and politically. The recent economic meltdown in
Europe and the U.S. has substituted democratic deliberation with technocratic decisions. In
Athens, Madrid, Lisbon, New York, Pittsburgh or Istanbul, protesters have denounced the
incapacity and unwillingness of elected officials to heed to their voices. While the diagnosis of
our political-economic illness has been established, remedies are hard to come. What can we
do to restore our broken democracy? Which modes of political participation are likely to have
an impact? And what are the loci of political innovation in the wake of the crisis? It is with these
questions that Reclaiming Democracy engages. We argue that the managerial approach to
solving the crisis violates ‘a right to politics’, that is, a right that our collective life be guided by
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meaningful politics: by discussion of and decision among genuinely alternative principles and
policies. The contributors to this volume are united in their commitment to explore how and
where this right can be affirmed in a way that resuscitates democracy in the wake of the crisis.
Mixing theoretical reflection and empirical analysis the book offers fresh insights into
democracy’s current conundrum and makes concrete proposals about how ‘the right to
politics’ can be protected.
"An annotated edition of John Dewey's work of democratic theory, first published in 1927.
Includes a substantive introduction and bibliographical essay"--Provided by publisher.
Renowned Marxist scholar and critical media theorist Christian Fuchs provides a thorough,
chapter-by-chapter introduction to Capital Volume 1 that assists readers in making sense of
Karl Marx’s most important and groundbreaking work in the information age, exploring Marx’s
key concepts through the lens of media and communication studies via contemporary
phenomena like the Internet, digital labour, social media, the media industries, and digital class
struggles. Through a range of international, current-day examples, Fuchs emphasises the
continued importance of Marx and his work in a time when transnational media companies like
Amazon, Google, and Facebook play an increasingly important role in global capitalism.
Discussion questions and exercises at the end of each chapter help readers to further apply
Marx’s work to a modern-day context.
This book is about the history, present and future of one the most important policy ideas of the
modern era – that there is a single, global dangerous amount of climate change. That
dangerous amount of climate change is imagined as two degrees centigrade of global warming
above the pre-industrial average. Though the two degree idea is based on the value system of
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elite policy actors, it is been constructed in public discourses as scientific fact. This false
representation of the concept undermines opportunities for positive public engagement with the
climate policy debate, yet it is strong public engagement which is a recurring aspiration of
climate policy discourses and is considered essential if climate mitigation strategies are to
work. Alongside a critical analysis of how the idea of a single dangerous limit has shaped our
understanding of what sort of problem climate change is, the book explains how the public
have been kept out of that decision making process, the implications of this marginalisation for
climate policy and why the dangerous limit idea is undermining our ability to mitigate climate
change. The book concludes by exploring possibilities for a deliberation about the future of the
two degree limit which allows for public participation in the decision making process. This book
illustrates why, at this critical juncture in the climate policy debate, the two degree limit idea
has failed to achieve any of the policy goals intended. This is the first book dedicated to
questioning the issue of the two degree limit within a social science framework and should be
of interest to students and scholars of environmental policy and politics, climate change
communication, and science, technology and society studies.
An accessible companion to Karl Marx's essential Capital With the recent revival of Karl Marx's
theory, a general interest in reading Capital has also increased. But Capital—Marx’s
foundational nineteenth-century work on political economy—is by no means considered an
easily understood text. Central concepts, such as abstract labor, the value-form, or the
fetishism of commodities, can seem opaque to us as first-time readers, and the prospect of
comprehending Marx’s thought can be truly daunting. Until, that is, we pick up Michael
Heinrich’s How to Read Marx's Capital. Paragraph by paragraph, Heinrich provides extensive
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commentary and lucid explanations of questions and quandaries that arise when encountering
Marx’s original text. Suddenly, such seemingly gnarly chapters as “The Labor Process and
the Valorization Process” and “Money or the Circulation of Capital” become refreshingly clear,
as Heinrich explains just what we need to keep in mind when reading such a complex text.
Deploying multiple appendices referring to other pertinent writings by Marx, Heinrich reveals
what is relevant about Capital, and why we need to engage with it today. How to Read Marx's
Capital provides an illuminating and indispensable guide to sorting through cultural detritus of a
world whose political and economic systems are simultaneously imploding and exploding.
Antonio Negri wrote the two essays that comprise Time for Revolution while serving a prison
sentence for alleged involvement with radical left-wing groups. Although the essays were
written two decades apart, their concerns are the same: is there a place for resistance in a
society utterly subsumed by capitalism? In the wake of the global crisis of capitalism heralded
by the 2008 crash, the question has never been more relevant and Negri remains an insightful
and passionate guide to any attempt to answer it.
The challenges to humanity posed by the digital future, the first detailed examination of the
unprecedented form of power called "surveillance capitalism," and the quest by powerful
corporations to predict and control our behavior. In this masterwork of original thinking and
research, Shoshana Zuboff provides startling insights into the phenomenon that she has
named surveillance capitalism. The stakes could not be higher: a global architecture of
behavior modification threatens human nature in the twenty-first century just as industrial
capitalism disfigured the natural world in the twentieth. Zuboff vividly brings to life the
consequences as surveillance capitalism advances from Silicon Valley into every economic
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sector. Vast wealth and power are accumulated in ominous new "behavioral futures markets,"
where predictions about our behavior are bought and sold, and the production of goods and
services is subordinated to a new "means of behavioral modification." The threat has shifted
from a totalitarian Big Brother state to a ubiquitous digital architecture: a "Big Other" operating
in the interests of surveillance capital. Here is the crucible of an unprecedented form of power
marked by extreme concentrations of knowledge and free from democratic oversight. Zuboff's
comprehensive and moving analysis lays bare the threats to twenty-first century society: a
controlled "hive" of total connection that seduces with promises of total certainty for maximum
profit -- at the expense of democracy, freedom, and our human future. With little resistance
from law or society, surveillance capitalism is on the verge of dominating the social order and
shaping the digital future -- if we let it.
‘An authoritative analysis of the role of communication in contemporary capitalism and an
important contribution to debates about the forms of domination and potentials for liberation in
today’s capitalist society.’ — Professor Michael Hardt, Duke University, co-author of the
tetralogy Empire, Commonwealth, Multitude, and Assembly ‘A comprehensive approach to
understanding and transcending the deepening crisis of communicative capitalism. It is a major
work of synthesis and essential reading for anyone wanting to know what critical analysis is
and why we need it now more than ever.’ — Professor Graham Murdock, Emeritus Professor,
University of Loughborough and co-editor of The Handbook of Political Economy of
Communications Communication and Capitalism outlines foundations of a critical theory of
communication. Going beyond Ju?rgen Habermas’ theory of communicative action, Christian
Fuchs outlines a communicative materialism that is a critical, dialectical, humanist approach to
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theorising communication in society and in capitalism. The book renews Marxist Humanism as
a critical theory perspective on communication and society. The author theorises
communication and society by engaging with the dialectic, materialism, society, work, labour,
technology, the means of communication as means of production, capitalism, class, the public
sphere, alienation, ideology, nationalism, racism, authoritarianism, fascism, patriarchy,
globalisation, the new imperialism, the commons, love, death, metaphysics, religion, critique,
social and class struggles, praxis, and socialism. Fuchs renews the engagement with the
questions of what it means to be a human and a humanist today and what dangers humanity
faces today.
Blog Theory offers a critical theory of contemporary media. Furthering her account of
communicative capitalism, Jodi Dean explores the ways new media practices like blogging and
texting capture their users in intensive networks of enjoyment, production, and surveillance.
Her wide-ranging and theoretically rich analysis extends from her personal experiences as a
blogger, through media histories, to newly emerging social network platforms and applications.
Set against the background of the economic crisis wrought by neoliberalism, the book engages
with recent work in contemporary media theory as well as with thinkers such as Giorgio
Agamben, Jean Baudrillard, Guy Debord, Jacques Lacan, and Slavoj ?i?ek. Through these
engagements, Dean defends the provocative thesis that reflexivity in complex networks is best
understood via the psychoanalytic notion of the drives. She contends, moreover, that reading
networks in terms of the drives enables us to grasp their real, human dimension, that is, the
feelings and affects that embed us in the system. In remarkably clear and lucid prose, Dean
links seemingly trivial and transitory updates from the new mass culture of the internet to more
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fundamental changes in subjectivity and politics. Everyday communicative exchangesÑfrom
blog posts to text messagesÑhave widespread effects, effects that not only undermine
capacities for democracy but also entrap us in circuits of domination.
In recent decades, media outlets in the United States—most notably the Internet—have claimed
to serve the public's ever-greater thirst for information. Scandals are revealed, details are laid
bare because "the public needs to know." In Publicity's Secret, Jodi Dean claims that the
public's demands for information both coincide with the interests of the media industry and
reinforce the cynicism promoted by contemporary technoculture. Democracy has become a
spectacle, and Dean asserts that theories of the "public sphere" endanger democratic politics
in the information age. Dean's argument is built around analyses of Bill Gates, Theodore
Kaczynski, popular journalism, the Internet and technology, as well as the conspiracy theory
subculture that has marked American history from the Declaration Independence to the
political celebrity of Hillary Rodham Clinton. The author claims that the media's insistence on
the public's right to know leads to the indiscriminate investigation and dissemination of secrets.
Consequently, in her view, the theoretical ideal of the public sphere, in which all processes are
transparent, reduces real-world politics to the drama of the secret and its discovery.
The Me Too movement, started by Black feminist Tarana Burke in 2006, went viral as a
hashtag eleven years later after a tweet by white actor Alyssa Milano. Mainstream movements
like #MeToo have often built on and co-opted the work of women of colour, while refusing to
learn from them or centre their concerns. Far too often, the message is not 'Me, Too' but 'Me,
Not You'. Alison Phipps argues that this is not just a lack of solidarity. Privileged white women
also sacrifice more marginalised people to achieve their aims, or even define them as enemies
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when they get in the way.Me, not you argues that the mainstream movement against sexual
violence expresses a political whiteness that both reflects its demographics and limits its
revolutionary potential. Privileged white women use their traumatic experiences to create
media outrage, while relying on state power and bureaucracy to purge 'bad men' from elite
institutions with little concern for where they might appear next. In their attacks on sex workers
and trans people, the more reactionary branches of this feminist movement play into the hands
of the resurgent far-right.

When people say “comrade,” they change the world In the twentieth century, millions
of people across the globe addressed each other as “comrade.” Now, among the left,
it’s more common to hear talk of “allies.” In Comrade, Jodi Dean insists that this shift
exemplifies the key problem with the contemporary left: the substitution of political
identity for a relationship of political belonging that must be built, sustained, and
defended. Dean offers a theory of the comrade. Comrades are equals on the same side
of a political struggle. Voluntarily coming together in the struggle for justice, their
relationship is characterized by discipline, joy, courage, and enthusiasm. Considering
the egalitarianism of the comrade in light of differences of race and gender, Dean draws
from an array of historical and literary examples such as Harry Haywood, C.L.R.
James, Alexandra Kollontai, and Doris Lessing. She argues that if we are to be a left at
all, we have to be comrades.
This book examines the powerful and intensifying role that metrics play in ordering and
shaping our everyday lives. Focusing upon the interconnections between
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measurement, circulation and possibility, the author explores the interwoven relations
between power and metrics. He draws upon a wide-range of interdisciplinary resources
to place these metrics within their broader historical, political and social contexts. More
specifically, he illuminates the various ways that metrics implicate our lives – from our
work, to our consumption and our leisure, through to our bodily routines and the
financial and organisational structures that surround us. Unravelling the power
dynamics that underpin and reside within the so-called big data revolution, he develops
the central concept of Metric Power along with a set of conceptual resources for
thinking critically about the powerful role played by metrics in the social world today.
Reveals how politics created our media world, from the emergence of the first
newspapers & postal systems in early modern Europe & colonial Amer. to the rise of
the mass press, telecomm., motion pictures, & broadcast. in the 20th cent. Starr shows
how critical choices about freedom of expression, media ownership, the architecture of
networks, secrecy, privacy, & intellectual property have made the modern media as
much a political as a technological invention. The framework of commun. estab. in the
U.S. has proved to be a source of econ. growth, cultural influence, & even mil.
advantage. But the dilemma is that the media have also become a constellation of
power in their own right, upsetting the vision of the role of the press in a democracy.
Publisher Description
In order to fight capitalism in the digital age, we must understand Marx!
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What unites Google and Facebook, Apple and Microsoft, Siemens and GE, Uber and
Airbnb? Across a wide range of sectors, these firms are transforming themselves into
platforms: businesses that provide the hardware and software foundation for others to
operate on. This transformation signals a major shift in how capitalist firms operate and
how they interact with the rest of the economy: the emergence of platform capitalism.
This book critically examines these new business forms, tracing their genesis from the
long downturn of the 1970s to the boom and bust of the 1990s and the aftershocks of
the 2008 crisis. It shows how the fundamental foundations of the economy are rapidly
being carved up among a small number of monopolistic platforms, and how the platform
introduces new tendencies within capitalism that pose significant challenges to any
vision of a post-capitalist future. This book will be essential reading for anyone who
wants to understand how the most powerful tech companies of our time are
transforming the global economy."
This volume offers a unified treatment and critical review of the literature related to the
fluid dynamics, heat transfer, and mass transfer of single bubbles, drops, and particles.
1978 edition.
Explores the relationship between the transition to capitalism in early modern England
and the many literary innovations that emerged within the period.
Drawing on more than a decade of research in Japan and the United States, David Novak
traces the "cultural feedback" that generates and sustains Noise, an underground music genre
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combining distortion and electronic effects.
Shocked by 9/11, the Great Recession, digital anxiety, and ecological collapse, the West
suffers from nostalgia. People everywhere yearn for a utopian version of the past that never
existed. Desperate for relief, many long to escape from the present. Some will stop at nothing
to achieve it. In his essential new book, Grafton Tanner, author of Babbling Corpse:
Vaporwave and the Commodification of Ghosts, argues that our nostalgia today is partly a
consequence of the attention economy. At a time when historical literacy is crucial, and old
prejudices are percolating into the present, Big Tech’s predictive algorithms are locking us into
nostalgic feedback loops. The result is a precarious society with its gaze fixed on the good old
days. Spanning from the ancient Sophists to Black Mirror, The Circle of the Snake is at once a
reckoning with the myth of digital utopia and an incisive analysis of nostalgia as a weapon to
spread fascism.
This title was first published in 1976. The attainment of political independence by more than
ninety countries since the Second World War has directed attention to the conditions of
economic helplessness and dependency that continue to frustrate the development of at least
two-thirds of the world's nations. Two and sometimes three decades of disappointing efforts to
extricate themselves from dependency have begun to provoke serious reappraisals in many
lands about the entire concept of development. Accordingly, the time ahead will surely be a
period of growing cultural-communications struggle ? intra- and inter - nationally ? between
those seeking the end of domination and those striving to maintain it. The intention of this work
is to assist, in a very modest way, in the outcome of this struggle.
What is ‘social capital’? The enormous positivity surrounding it conceals the instrumental
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economic rationality underpinning the notion as corporations silently sell consumer data for
profit. Status chasing is just one aspect of a process of transforming qualitative aspects of
social interactions into quantifiable metrics for easier processing, prediction, and behavioural
shaping. A work of critical media studies, Social Capital Online examines the idea within the
new ‘network spectacle’ of digital capitalism via the ideas of Marx, Veblen, Debord,
Baudrillard and Deleuze. Explaining how such phenomena as online narcissism and
aggression arise, Faucher offers a new theoretical understanding of how the spectacularisation
of online activity perfectly aligns with the value system of neoliberalism and its data worship.
Even so, at the centre of all, lie familiar ideas – alienation and accumulation – new conceptions
of which he argues are vital for understanding today’s digital society.
In this systematic and mutual interrogation of radical democratic theory and Internet practice,
contributors examine a range of democratic theories in relation to online communication and
explore how such communication may advance democracy beyond what is conceptualized and
practised within present liberal-capitalist political contexts.
Since the global economic crisis of 2007–2008, ‘capitalism’ has been the topic of widespread
general discussion in both mainstream and social media. In this book, Christian W. Chun
examines the discourses of capitalism taken up by people in their responses to a street art
installation created by Steve Lambert, entitled Capitalism Works for Me! In doing so, he
considers several key questions, including: How do everyday people view and make sense of
capitalism and its role in their work and personal lives? What are the discourses they use in
their common-sense understandings of the economy to defend or reject capitalism as a
system? Chun looks at how dominant discourses in social circulation operate to co-construct
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and support capitalism, and the accompanying counter-discourses that critique it. This is key
reading for advanced students of discourse analysis, language and globalization/politics,
media/communication studies, and related areas. A video lecture by the author can be
accessed via the Routledge website (www.routledge.com/9781138807105) and the Routledge
Language and Communication Portal
(www.routledgetextbooks.com/textbooks/languageandcommunication).
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