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Global Environmental Politics has provided an accurate, up-to-date, and
unbiased understanding of the world’s most pressing environmental issues for
thirty years. The eighth edition continues this practice by covering critical new
developments in global environmental politics and policymaking. Updated case
studies on key issues such as on climate change, endangered species, ozone
depletion, desertification, whaling, hazardous wastes, toxic chemicals, and
biodiversity detail the ongoing development of major environmental treaty
regimes, and new case studies on mercury and marine biodiversity showcase the
challenges of creating new treaties during a period of significant global change.
There is also new material on the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, trade and
environment, and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on environmental
diplomacy. Updated information about global environmental trends, paradigms,
and actors completes this comprehensive introduction to contemporary
international environmental politics. Global Environmental Politics is vital reading
for students of environmental politics and anyone wishing to understand the
current state of the field and to make informed decisions about which policies will
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best safeguard our environment for the future.
Written from a global perspective on risk, hazards, and disasters, Introduction to
International Disaster Management provides practitioners, educators and
students with a comprehensive overview of the players, processes and special
issues involved in the management of large-scale natural and technological
disasters. The book discusses special issues encountered in the management of
international disasters, and explains the various private, non-governmental,
national, and international agencies that assist in preparedness, mitigation,
response and recovery during national and regional events. Concentrating on the
four major phases of emergency management – mitigation, preparedness,
response, and recovery – Introduction to International Disaster Management
deals with such timely topics as Hurricane Katrina, the 2004 Asian tsunami, and
SARS. It also serves as a reference to governmental and other agencies involved
in international disaster management activities. This book is the first of its kind to
take a global approach to the topic of international disaster management. *
Serves as the first comprehensive resource dealing with the issues of
international disaster management * Contains numerous case studies, examples
of Best Practices in international disaster management, and a contact list of the
governmental and nongovernmental agencies involved in international disaster
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management * Provides a global perspective on risk, hazards, and disasters that
is written both for students within disaster management programs and for
professionals entering the field
The Law and Politics of Sustainability explores efforts made to address pressing
environmental concerns through legislation, conventions, directives, treaties, and
protocols. Articles explain the mechanics of environmental law, the concepts that
shape sustainable development, case studies and rulings that have set
precedents, approaches to sustainable development taken by legal systems
around the world, and more. Experts and scholars in the field raise provocative
questions about the effectiveness of international law versus national law in
protecting the environment, and about the effect of current laws on future
generations. They analyze the successes and shortcomings of present legal
instruments, corporate and public policies, social movements, and conceptual
strategies, offering readers a preview of the steps necessary to develop laws and
policies that will promote genuine sustainability.
At the start of the 21st century, fighting poverty and protecting the environment
are two of the most urgent challenges facing the international community.
Environmental changes will jeopardize people's survival to an even greater extent
in the future, and will hit the poor hardest. To meet these challenges, it will be
Page 3/22

Download File PDF Civil Society Unccd
essential to breathe new life into the partnership between industrialized and
developing countries. It will be equally essential to combine poverty reduction
with environmental protection in an integrated policy structure spanning all levels
from local to global. In this report, the German Advisory Council on Global
Change (WBGU) shows that global environmental policy is a prerequisite for
global poverty reduction. WBGU analyses the relevant policy processes and
delivers recommendations charting the way forward. 'With its interdisciplinary
approach, providing a complex and systematic analysis of the povertyenvironment nexus, WBGU's latest report breaks new ground. Indira Gandhi's
old, convenient maxim was 'Poverty is the biggest polluter'. Put forward at the
1972 UN Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm, it has been
sorely misused ever since to override environmental precaution and prioritize
economic development strategies instead. The new WBGU report maps out a
way to shape a coherent environment and development policy. This report
revitalizes the Rio spirit and gives it a robust scientific base'. Prof Dr Ernst Ulrich
von Weizscker, Member of the German Bundestag (MdB)
Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are continuously under the threat from the
adverse effects of climate change and land degradation impacts. Land
degradation directly increases CO2 emissions, contributing to climate change
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and vice versa. The LDN Target Setting Programme (TSP) of the UNCCD has
substantially contributed to land degradation receiving the policy attention and
securing political commitments for addressing the obvious and immediate threats
of climate change and natural disasters to SIDS. It has strengthened the
availability and accessibility of data for assessing land degradation and enabled
SIDS to set specific measurable science-based targets. LDN provides the
framework for the sustainable development of human settlements in SIDS
through policy, planning, design and regulatory instruments.
The Encyclopedia of Global Environmental Governance and Politics surveys the
broad range of environmental and sustainability challenges in the emerging
Anthropocene and scrutinizes available concepts, methodological tools, theories
and approaches, as well as overlaps with adjunct fields of study. This
comprehensive reference work, written by some of the most eminent academics
in the field, contains 68 entries on numerous aspects across 7 thematic areas,
including concepts and definitions; theories and methods; actors; institutions;
issue-areas; cross-cutting questions; and overlaps with non-environmental fields.
With this broad approach, the volume seeks to provide a pluralistic knowledge
base of the research and practice of global environmental governance and
politics in times of increased complexity and contestation. Providing its readers
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with a unique point of reference, as well as stimulus for further research, this
Encyclopedia is an indispensable tool for anyone interested in the politics of the
environment, particularly students, teachers and researchers.
Under the initiative of Asian Cities Climate Change Resilience Network
(ACCCRN), TARU has published a book named “Road to Resilience” - a guide
to leading a resilient life. This book aims at urban households, colonies and
clusters and provides bottom-up resilience building options for augmenting urban
services through conservation of local resources and waste recycling options. It
provides solutions based on principles of conjunctive management of resources,
demand focused end-use as well as subsidiary to increase autonomy at local
scales. On the supply side, it offers solutions to increase the resource base
through managing, conserving and recycling local resources, and on the demand
side options for reducing usage of water and energy. Managing natural resources
at local scales builds autonomy as well as resilience of the households and
clusters. The technologies and processes discussed in this book can be applied
in different urban contexts and scales. They provide options for formalizing the
coping systems, build synergy with the city level systems and create
opportunities for developing micro-enterprises centered on conservation and
management of local resources and lifeline services. Half of the world’s
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population today lives in urban areas which account for more than three-fourths
of the global economy. As the cities rapidly expand, centralized systems are
unable to provide services. The households and other users are forced to
develop variety of coping systems. These coping measures lead to over
exploitation of groundwater, pollution of local resources, urban heat island effects
that impact on health and quality of life. With the development of new
technologies, household and colony level options exist for blending centralized
and local services. Water Recycling offers micro and meso-scale options to
develop more resources. By efficient utilization of local water and energy
resources, shocks and stresses such as water scarcity, water logging, flooding
and urban heat islands and power cuts can be mitigated to a great extent. By
conserving local resources, households and communities can withstand the
impacts of water and energy scarcity, commonly faced in the rapidly expanding
cities. This initiative is supported by The Rockefeller Foundation through Asian
Cities Climate Change Resilience Network (ACCCRN) programme. Under
ACCCRN programme, several decentralize options were demonstrated. The
demonstration projects included resource and community context analysis to
develop options, demonstration of community-managed water and waste water
recycling systems, restoration of degraded urban lakes, cool roofs and passive
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ventilation systems. The ACCCRN programme also provided opportunities to
explore ward-level planning options to improve the resilience of communities.
This book presents an important discussion on urbanization and sustainable soil management
from a range of perspectives, addressing key topics such as sustainable cities, soil sealing,
rehabilitation of contaminated soils, property rights and liability issues, as well as trading
systems with regard to land take. This third volume of the International Yearbook of Soil Law
and Policy is divided into four parts, the first of which explores several aspects of the topic
“urbanization and sustainable management of soils.” The second part then covers recent
international developments, while the third part presents regional and national reports, and the
fourth discusses cross-cutting issues. Given the range of key topics covered, the book offers
an indispensible tool for all academics, legislators and policymakers working in this field. The
“International Yearbook of Soil Law and Policy” series discusses central questions in law and
politics with regard to the protection and sustainable management of soil and land – at the
international, national and regional level.
The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2016-2025 provides an assessment of prospects for the
coming decade of the agricultural commodity markets across 41 countries and 12 regions,
including OECD countries and key agricultural producers, such as India, China, Brazil, the
Russian Federation and Argentina.
During COP 13, the Global Mechanism of the UNCCD and FAO strengthened their
collaborative efforts to support Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to set national targets to
achieve LDN. The purpose was to identify lessons learned from the LDN target setting process
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in SIDS in order to generate recommendations to policy makers and interested stakeholders
on future actions and to consider cross-cutting issues and linkages between emerging and
existing challenges and priorities. This briefing note presents an overview of these
recommendations.
This book explores global environmental negotiations against the backdrop of complex political
relations, the climate change conventions, and multilateral environmental assessments and
their effect on special interest groups. It weaves in the story of India's emergent economy, its
sustainable development, and the multifaceted nationhood, the diversity of its rural scene, and
the challenges of seamlessness brought in by the power of its information technology. Viewing
global environmental movements, the book discusses the pattern of global negotiations from
the environmental summit capitals of the world—Rio, Kyoto, Cartagena, Bonn, Stockholm,
Montreal, Geneva, Basel, and Copenhagen among others to graphically portray the plight of a
postmodern world that grapples with the problems of climate, land degradation, chemical
transfers, and biodiversity.
In 2000, at the United Nations Millennium Summit, world leaders agreed to the Millennium
Declaration. The Declaration included development targets to be reached by 2015, which were
to become known as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Progress has been made
towards the achievement of the MDGs, but poverty remains widespread. With the terminal year
approaching, the international community has begun the process of determining the goals
which might follow the MDGs. While the UN is driving the process, there has been very little
introspection on its own organizational capacity to help countries to meet the goals and is
being increasingly sidelined by other more effective development organizations and initiatives.
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Based on extensive original research that has critically examined the role and functions of the
organizations of the UN development system, this book seeks to capture in a single volume a
comprehensive review of the UN’s performance and prospects for development. The
contributors each offer extensive experience and familiarity—as practitioners and
researchers—with the UN and development; and the book will contribute to the urgently needed
debate on the reform of the UN development system at a critical juncture. The main rationale
for this book, and its timing, is the unusual opportunity provided by the 2015 threshold to rethink the UN development system and to empower it to support a new development agenda
and will be of interest to students, scholars of International Organizations and development
studies.
International Environmental Governance reviews the contentious approaches to addressing
global and transboundary environmental threats. The volume collects together the most
influential and important literature on the major political approaches to dealing with these
problems, their histories, major debates, and research frontiers. It is accompanied by a
substantial introduction which reviews the evolution of the academic contribution to
environmental governance, focusing on a wide array of international environmental problems.
This book examines the impact of current and emerging digital technologies on global
environmental governance, and in particular on environmental civil society organizations.
Technological innovations are constantly emerging: internet and social media platforms,
blockchains, big data, and artificial intelligence are some of the most common or promising
digital technologies of our times. Through case studies and the analysis of concrete
applications of digital technologies, this book shows how these digital technologies can be
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deployed to support global environmental governance, and in particular a multi-stakeholder
approach to the protection of the environment. It provides an overview of the diverse uses of
these digital technologies by civil society organizations (CSOs) in global environmental
governance. In this fast-changing context, the capacity of environmental CSOs to manage and
benefit from digital technologies, and to produce and distribute information, can strengthen
their participation in global environmental governance. Their key roles, including advocacy,
monitoring, knowledge production, fundraising, nudging individual behaviors, and project
implementation, greatly benefit from the use of these technologies. By examining some of the
most-utilized current digital technologies and presenting some of the most prominent emerging
ones, this book aims to illustrate how active civil society organizations operate, and how ICTs
support some of their roles, and therefore their participation in global environmental
governance. This book will appeal to scholars and students of environmental studies and
politics, global governance, political sociology, geography and communication studies along
with policy makers and communication specialists from the environmental community.

Although climate change affects everybody it is not gender neutral. It has
significant social impacts and magnifies existing inequalities such as the disparity
between women and men in their vulnerability and ability to cope with this global
phenomenon. This new textbook, edited by one of the authors of the seminal
Women and the Environment in the Third World: Alliance for the Future (1988)
which first exposed the links between environmental degradation and unequal
impacts on women, provides a comprehensive introduction to gender aspects of
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climate change. Over 35 authors have contributed to the book. It starts with a
short history of the thinking and practice around gender and sustainable
development over the past decades. Next it provides a theoretical framework for
analyzing climate change manifestations and policies from the perspective of
gender and human security. Drawing on new research, the actual and potential
effects of climate change on gender equality and women's vulnerabilities are
examined, both in rural and urban contexts. This is illustrated with a rich range of
case studies from all over the world and valuable lessons are drawn from these
real experiences. Too often women are primarily seen as victims of climate
change, and their positive roles as agents of change and contributors to
livelihood strategies are neglected. The book disputes this characterization and
provides many examples of how women around the world organize and build
resilience and adapt to climate change and the role they are playing in climate
change mitigation. The final section looks at how far gender mainstreaming in
climate mitigation and adaptation has advanced, the policy frameworks in place
and how we can move from policy to effective action. Accompanied by a wide
range of references and key resources, this book provides students and
professionals with an essential, comprehensive introduction to the gender
aspects of climate change.
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International institutions and structures are crucial to the management of the
global environment. The present arrangements are failing to cope adequately
with the scale of the task and the demands placed on them, and alternatives are
urgently needed. In this second volume of World in Transition, experts in the
German Advisory Council on Global Change (WGBU) analyze the problems and
set out comprehensive and persuasive policies for a successful future regime.
Central to the future, it argues, will be a strengthened and more effective UN
Environment Programme within an alliance organized around three main
objectives of assessment, organization and funding.
This volume examines the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) signed in 1994. It studies the links between land degradation and
poverty, the role of civil society and good governance in implementing the
UNCCD and the various approaches to fighting desertification.
With this book, the author offers a personal look at some of the landmark
policies, people, and institutions that have shaped Africa's post-independence
history - and will continue to shape its future. It is a true inside account - told from
a very personal perspective - of the evolution of African development over the
last five decades.
Although much is known about the processes and effects of land degradation
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and climate change, little is understood about the links between them. Less still is
known about how these processes are likely to interact in different socialecological systems around the world, or how societies might be able to adapt to
this twin challenge. This book identifies key vulnerabilities to the combined
effects of climate change and land degradation around the world. It identifies
triple-win adaptations that can tackle both climate change and land degradation,
whilst supporting biodiversity and ecosystem services. The book discusses
methods for monitoring effects of climate change and land degradation, and
adaptations to these processes. It argues for better co-operation and knowledge
exchange, so that the research, land user and policy communities can work
together more effectively to tackle these challenges, harnessing the "wisdom of
crowds" to assess vulnerability and adapt to climate change and land
degradation, whilst protecting livelihoods and biodiversity.
This book introduces students to the complex policy dilemmas related to solving
global environmental problems today.
This book is about the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) Ã± one of the multilateral agreements that came out of the UN
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro
in 1992. UNCCD is based on a conceptualization of international relations that
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transcends to a large extent the traditional notions of inter-governmental treaties.
Such policy concepts are known under the framework of Global Governance as
they allocate political action rather to the horizontal level Ã± implying multi-actornetworks and the civil society Ã± than to vertical or top-down processes. The
study first shows that Ã± inspired by the Brundtland Report and the emerging
process of globalization Ã± Rio was the peak season for Global Governance
concepts that found their way into treaties and triggered structural reform, thus
shaping a different reality of multilateral cooperation. In a second step, the book
shows that the Convention to Combat Desertification is the most Global
Governance oriented of all of UNCEDÃs outcomes. Its legally binding text
contains a number of pertinent elements, ranging from a stringent cross-over of
environment and development issues, via the 'bottom-up approach', to a mix of
policy tools such as mainstreamed national action programmes and partnership
agreements.
The earth's ecosystems are facing unprecedented challenges including climate change,
atmospheric pollution, land degradation, water scarcity and loss of biological diversity on land
and sea. This publication looks at the role and structure of the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP); how civil society organisations, such as non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) and other pressure groups, can participate in UNEP activities; and opportunities for
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interacting directly with governments whose decisions guide the UNEP's programme of work.
Drylands are at the core of Africa’s development challenge. Drylands make up about 43
percent of the region’s land surface, account for about 75 percent of the area used for
agriculture, and are home to about 50 percent of the population, including a disproportionate
share of the poor. Due to complex interactions among many factors, vulnerability in drylands is
high and rising, jeopardizing the long-term livelihood prospects for hundreds of millions of
people. Climate change, which is expected to increase the frequency and severity of extreme
weather events, will exacerbate this challenge. African governments and their partners in the
international development community stand ready to tackle the challenges confronting
drylands, but important questions remain unanswered about how the task should be
undertaken. Do dryland environments contain enough resources to generate the food, jobs,
and income needed to support sustainable livelihoods for a fast growing population? If not, can
injections of external resources make up the deficit? Or is the carrying capacity of drylands so
limited that outmigration should be encouraged? Based on analysis of current and projected
future drivers of vulnerability and resilience, the report uses an original modeling framework to
identify promising interventions, quantify their likely costs and benefits, and describe the policy
trade-offs that will need to be addressed. By 2030, economic growth leading to structural
change will allow some of the people living in drylands to transition to non-agriculture based
livelihood strategies, reducing their vulnerability. Many others will continue to rely on livestock
keeping and crop farming. For the latter group, a number of “best bet†? interventions have the
potential to make a significant difference in reducing vulnerability and increasing resilience.
This report evaluates the opportunities and challenges associated with these interventions, and
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it draws a number of conclusions that have important implications for policy making.
Global Problems, Global Solutions: Prospects for a Better World by JoAnn Chirico approaches
social problems from a global perspective with an emphasis on using one’s sociological
imagination. Perfect for instructors who involve students in research, this text connects
problems borne by individuals to regional, global, and historical forces, and stresses the
importance of evidence in forming opinions and policies addressing social issues. The book
introduces readers to the complexities of the major problems that confront us today such as
violent conflict, poverty, climate change, human trafficking and other issues that we encounter
in our lives. It book concludes with a chapter on politics and government, underscoring the
need for good governance at all levels–and cooperation among many layers of government–to
build a better world.
Special edition for the Mauritius International Meeting for the 10-year Review of the Barbados
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
The UN is able to recognize key global challenges, but beset by difficulties in trying to resolve
them. In this, it represents the current global political balance, but is also the only international
institution that could move it forward. Civil society can be a catalyst for this kind of change. In
this book, Nora McKeon provides a comprehensive analysis of UN engagement with civil
society. The book pays particular attention to food and agriculture, which now lie at the heart of
global governance issues. McKeon shows that politically meaningful space for civil society can
be introduced into UN policy dialogue. The United Nations and Civil Society also makes the
case that it is only by engaging with organizations which legitimately speak for the 'poor'
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targeted by the Millennium Development Goals that the UN can promote equitable, sustainable
development and build global democracy from the ground up. This book has strong
ramifications for global governance, civil society and the contemporary debate over the future
of food.
The COVID-19 pandemic has, with alarming speed, dealt a heavy blow to an already-weak
global economy, which is expected to slide into its deepest recession since the second world
war, despite unprecedented policy support. The global recession would be deeper if countries
take longer to bring the pandemic under control, if financial stress triggers defaults, or if there
are protracted effects on households and firms. Economic disruptions are likely to be more
severe and protracted in emerging market and developing economies with larger domestic
outbreaks and weaker medical care systems; greater exposure to international spillovers
through trade, tourism, and commodity and financial markets; weaker macroeconomic
frameworks; and more pervasive informality and poverty. Beyond the current steep economic
contraction, the pandemic is likely to leave lasting scars on the global economy by undermining
consumer and investor confidence, human capital, and global value chains. Being mostly a
reflection of the recent plunge in global energy demand, low oil prices are unlikely to provide
much of a boost to global growth in the near term. While policymakers' immediate priorities are
to address the health crisis and moderate the short-term economic losses, the likely long-term
consequences of the pandemic highlight the need to forcefully undertake comprehensive
reform programs to improve the fundamental drivers of economic growth, once the crisis
abates. Global Economic Prospects is a World Bank Group Flagship Report that examines
global economic developments and prospects, with a special focus on emerging market and
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developing economies, on a semiannual basis (in January and June). The January edition
includes in-depth analyses of topical policy challenges faced by these economies, while the
June edition contains shorter analytical pieces.
The question in the title of this book draws attention to the shortcomings of a concept that has
become a political tool of global importance even as the scientific basis for its use grows
weaker. The concept of desertification, it can be argued, has ceased to be analytically useful
and distorts our understanding of social-environmental systems and their resiliency, particularly
in poor countries with variable rainfall and persistent poverty. For better policy and governance,
we need to reconsider the scientific justification for international attempts to combat
desertification. Our exploration of these issues begins in the Sahel of West Africa, where a
series of severe droughts at the end of the 20th century led to the global institutionalization of
the idea of desertification. It now seems incontrovertible that these droughts were not caused
primarily by local land use mismanagement, effectively terminating a long-standing policy and
scientific debate. There is now an opportunity to treat this episode as an object lesson in the
relationship between science, the formation of public opinion and international policy-making.
Looking beyond the Sahel, the chapters in this book provide case studies from around the
world that examine the use and relevance of the desertification concept. Despite an
increasingly sophisticated understanding of dryland environments and societies, the uses now
being made of the desertification concept in parts of Asia exhibit many of the shortcomings of
earlier work done in Africa. It took scientists more than three decades to transform a perceived
desertification crisis in the Sahel into a non-event. This book is an effort to critically examine
that experience and accelerate the learning process in other parts of the world.
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Proponents of globalization argue that it protects the global environment from degradation and
promotes worldwide sustainable economic growth while opponents argue the exact opposite.
Examining the local, national, and international impacts of globalization, the Handbook of
Globalization and the Environment explores strategies and solutions that support healthy
economic growth, protect the environment, and create a more equitable world. The book sets
the stage with coverage of global environmental issues and policies. It explores international
sustainable development, the evolution of global warming policy, transborder air pollution,
desertification, space and the global environment, and human right to water. Building on this
foundation, the editors discuss global environmental organizations and institutions with
coverage of the UN's role in globalization, the trade-environment nexus, the emergence of
NGOs, and an analysis of the state of global environmental knowledge and awareness from an
international and comparative perspective. Emphasizing the effects of increasingly integrated
global economy on the environment and society, the book examines environmental
management and accountability. It addresses green procurement, provides an overview of
U.S. environmental regulation and the current range of voluntary and mandatory pollution
prevention mechanisms in use, explores a two-pronged approach to establishing a sustainable
procurement model, and examines a collaborative community-based approach to
environmental regulatory compliance. The book concludes with an analysis of controversial
issues, such as eco-terrorism, North-South disputes, environmental justice, the promotion of
economic growth through globalization in less developed countries, and the ability of scientists
to communicate ideas so that policy makers can use science in decision making.
This report highlights how youth social entrepreneurship can support young people's
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employment and development while helping to accelerate the implementation of the SDGs. It
presents social entrepreneurship and anchors it in the context of the 2030 Agenda. It examines
how social entrepreneurship of young people can offer not only employment opportunities, but
also support other elements of youth development such as their participation. It assesses
challenges to young people's social entrepreneurship and examines the synergies between
technologies and youth social entrepreneurship. Policy guidance is offered to enable
ecosystems for young social entrepreneurs.
Since 2000, IOM has been producing world migration reports. The World Migration Report
2020, the tenth in the world migration report series, has been produced to contribute to
increased understanding of migration throughout the world. This new edition presents key data
and information on migration as well as thematic chapters on highly topical migration issues,
and is structured to focus on two key contributions for readers: Part I: key information on
migration and migrants (including migration-related statistics); and Part II: balanced, evidencebased analysis of complex and emerging migration issues.
Coping with Global Environmental Change, Disasters and Security - Threats, Challenges,
Vulnerabilities and Risks reviews conceptual debates and case studies focusing on disasters
and security threats, challenges, vulnerabilities and risks in Europe, the Mediterranean and
other regions. It discusses social science concepts of vulnerability and risks, global, regional
and national security challenges, global warming, floods, desertification and drought as
environmental security challenges, water and food security challenges and vulnerabilities,
vulnerability mapping of environmental security challenges and risks, contributions of remote
sensing to the recognition of security risks, mainstreaming early warning of conflicts and
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hazards and provides conceptual and policy conclusions.
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